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FEBRUARY 13, 2017

The Mayor and City Council held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, February 13, 2017, at the Pope Conference Center beginning at 6 PM.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on February 13, 2017.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the previous meetings held on January 9, 2017 and January 27, 2017 as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested approval for the appointment of Kelli Eisler to the DDA to fill the unexpired term of Joey Fievet and on Kay Finnell to the Health Department Board to fill the unexpired term of Wendy Barksdale.  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the appointments.

Mayor Barnett also reminded everyone that a 100th Birthday Celebration for Evans “Duck” Moore will be held on February 14, 2016, at 2 PM at the Pope Center.

NATHANIEL CULLARS, SR.:  Nathaniel Cullars advised that in his opinion the city should not proceed with an “In God We Trust” plaque as he did not feel that city officials had God in their hearts.

Cullars also asked about the status of the City Administrator’s education.  He was advised that City Administrator Bailey has finished her degree and will graduate on February 14, 2017.

BLAKE THOMPSON – CODE RED:  EMS and Emergency Management Director, Blake Thompson reviewed with council the Code Red program which notifies/warns residents of severe weather.  There will be an article in the Spark newsletter sent to all utility customers about this program with instructions on how to sign up for the notifications.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt requested that city minutes reflect that he opposes the sale of the Pope Center.

Tutt also commented on the lack of information on crime data within the city from the Sheriff’s Department.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked about the plans for the square in the area where the Christmas tree goes.  Rainey was advised that there are plans to put a large fountain there, which will be removable during the Christmas season to make room for the tree.

Rainey also asked about vacant downtown storefronts.  She was advised that the DDA, Chamber and Main Street are working together on bringing new business downtown and that merchant meetings have begun with existing businesses.

Rainey thanked the Fire Department personnel for their help with the Eggstravaganza.

Rainey also thanked City Attorney Fleming for his professionalism and leadership during the January Ethics Hearing.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney advised that he believes that the city has a real issue with crime and further expressed that the council needed to know what is happening within the city as it relates to crime.  Mahoney also expressed concern that council receives no data from the Sheriff’s department.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S COMMENTS:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval for the use of the square on March 25, 2017, from 10 to 11 AM for Wills Memorial Hospital bed race and cancer walk.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.
2015 CDBG AWARD:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval on the 2015 CDBG Phase I sewer project award to Dodd Construction.  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved request 6 to 0.

2017 CDBG GRANT APPLICATION RESOLUTION:  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved the Resolution authorizing the CSRA RC to submit a 2017 CDBG grant application for Phase III of the sewer project.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Washington authorizes the filing of a 2017 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA), including all understandings and assurances contained therein;
WHEREAS, the governing body direct and authorizes the Mayor of the City of Washington to act in connection with the application and to provide such additional information as may be required;
WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Washington, or in the event that he cannot sign, the Mayor Pro Tem of the City of Washington, is authorized to sign the application.
WHEREAS, the City of Washington provided citizens an adequate opportunity to participate in the development of the application by holding at least one public hearing in the locality before submission of the application;
WHEREAS, public input into the development of the subject application was obtained at the public hear; information was provided on the estimated amount of funds proposed to be used for activities benefiting low and moderate income persons, and plans to minimize displacement as a result of activities and plans to assist displaced persons were discussed;
WHEREAS, the City of Washington maintains files that contain documentary evidence that the hearing was held.  The evidence includes a copy of the actual notice of public hearing.
WHEREAS, the citizen participation process meets the requirements of the Georgia DCA Citizen Participation Plan as outlined in the DCA, CDBG regulations.
WHEREAS, the City of Washington commits to providing the matching funds required as proposed in the CDBG application; and
WHEREAS, the 2017 CDBG Application requests CDBG funding for Phase III of Sewer Improvements in the City’s approved Revitalization Area Strategy target area.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington do hereby authorize the filing of a CDBG to the Georgia DCA by the deadline of April 3, 2017.

MOBILE HOME ORDINANCE:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the Mobile Home Ordinance.  Ordinance follows:
Section 90-743. – Minimum Requirements.
Mobile homes/manufactured homes on individual lots shall be provided with the following improvements to the site, lot and structure itself:
(1)  Individual connection to the city’s water, sewer and electrical systems is required.
(2) Wheels, axles, and any towing apparatus shall be removed from the structure.  These items must be removed from the premises.
(3) All mobile homes/manufactured homes must meet the requirements of the Uniform Standards Code for Manufactured Homes Act (OCGA 8-2-130 et seq.).
(4) All mobile homes/manufactured home must meet the rules and regulations for manufactured housing, as prescribed by the state safety and fire commissioner (OCGA 8-2-131(1) and 8-2-132(c).
(5) Any mobile home/manufactured home must be so oriented on the lot that its longest axis faces the street.  If the planning commission deems it appropriate it may permit deviation from this subsection upon petition.
(6) Any mobile home/manufactured home moved into the city limits must pass an inspection by the building official or his designee.  A copy of the inspection form, with the inspectors contacts information, and license number must be provided before a permit will be issued to set up the mobile home/manufactured home in the city.  This inspection will check the condition of the interior and exterior of the home, and all mechanical electrical and plumbing systems to ensure they meet the IRC minimum standard for residences.

POPE CENTER – REALTOR:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval to enter into a contract with a professional realtor to actively show and seek a buyer for the Pope Center.  It was noted that anyone interested in purchasing the Pope Center would still need to go through the bid process with council having the final approval.

A motion was made by T. Armour to enter into a contract with a realtor to show and actively seek buyer for the Pope Center with a second by R. Armour.  Council member Mahoney voiced his objection to possible sale of the Pope Center and stated that he thought the city should keep the Pope Center, but perhaps manage it differently.  After a lengthy discussion, Council member Tutt called for the question.
The vote on the motion was 3-3-1.  Council members Mahoney, Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

Arbor Day:  City Administrator Bailey announced that the Arbor Day celebration will be February 15, 2017, at 11 AM for the re-planting of the tree at the corner of the Mary Willis Library property.

IN GOD WE TRUST PLAQUE FOR COUNCIL TABLE:  City Administrator Bailey requested a council decision on the purchase of a plaque for the council table inscribed with “In God We Trust” at a cost of $243.  Council had been supplied with a drawing of the plaque in their meeting packet.  Council members Mahoney, Rainey and Tutt all voiced concern that plaque may offend some citizens and further asked the City Attorney for an opinion on possible law suits resulting from the display of proposed plaque.  City Attorney Fleming stated that this is an area of constitutional law that is changing, but it is his belief that any suit brought against the city would be heard in the Southern District of Georgia courts and that the city would be victorious in court.

Council member R. Armour made a motion to proceed with the purchase and display of the plaque, with a second by Scarborough, council approved motion 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Mahoney, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:47 PM.
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