REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 9, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, March 9, 2009, beginning at 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney representative Stephen Brown.

Visitors included:  Anne Floyd of the CSRA RDC, Allan Soto, Barbara Bacon, Dr. Margene Whitaker, Norris Ware, Michael Wylie, Kermit Hocutt, Bill Steed, Amber Herring, Robert Aiken, Robert Griggs, Ashley Barnett, Sue Davidson, Jim Davidson, Justin Armour, Audra Chapman, Robert Geiger, Joe Martin, Elizabeth Bohler, Joe Owens, Nate Goldston, Carol Cartledge, Edward Franklin, Lt. Roca, Rachel Jackson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held February 9, 2009.

AGENDA APPROVED

On motion by Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented with addition of a tax item and two resolutions.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT

Ms. Barnett reminded those present that on March 18, 9 PM the Food Network will air Throwdown with Bobby Flay featuring Washington, Georgia and Joe Barnett’s shrimp and grits.

Ms. Barnett also advised of a Hospital Auxiliary conference to be held in Washington on March 31, 2009.  

Ms. Barnett also introduced new Chamber of Commerce Board members.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Allan Soto, president of the Chamber, advised council of a Chamber After Hours on March 19, 2009, 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM.

Soto asked that council consider funding a fireworks display on July 3, 2009.  Soto advised that the display will cost a total of $6000 and that the Chamber would contribute $2000 of that amount.
After discussion, on motion by Cullars, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 funding the fireworks display in the amount of $2000 with the stipulation that the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners contribute the same amount.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Davis presented the monthly report.  Davis was asked about foot patrol around the downtown square and speeders along Water Street.

Davis also advised about a problem with vicious dogs.  After discussion, on motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council voted 6 to 0 to delete paragraph B of the City of Washington Code of Ordinances Section 10-2.
REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised of the DDA meeting to be held March 19, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars expressed concern about the contract with Gourmet Services for operation of the Pope Conference Center.  Cullars had received complaints from citizens about the pricing for rental and catering fees.  Mr. Goldston and Mr. Owens of GSI responded to questions concerning menus and pricing.
ANNEXATION – 149 SKULL SHOALS ROAD

On motion by Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 annexation of 2.8 acres located at 149 Skull Shoals Road as requested by property owners.  All necessary notification of Dept. of Community Affairs and Justice will be handled through the city clerk.

2008 TAX MILLAGE ADVERTISEMENT FOR PUBLIC HEARING

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 advertisement of a 5 year tax history and required public hearing for March 26, 2009, 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to set the 2008 tax millage rate.

COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton asked the status of the ISTEA project.  The project was approved in 2003, but to date has not been funded by the DOT.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney reported a problem with excessive water run-off on Williams Street.

Mahoney also expressed concern with a proposed alley in the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan.  Mahoney was reminded of his possible conflict of interest with this plan and that some of his concerns were addressed during a public hearing held earlier on this date that he (Mahoney) did not attend.

Mahoney questioned financial obligations to Georgia Public Web and the status of the General Fund Account.
Mahoney requested that Mastech be invited to the April Council retreat.

RESOLUTIONS APPROVED – CDBG/CHIP

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 4-0-2 the following resolutions regarding 2009 CDBG and CHIP applications.  Council members Avery and Mahoney abstained.
WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Washington authorizes the filing of a 2009 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA), including all understandings and assurances contained therein;

WHEREAS, the governing body directs and authorizes the Mayor of the City of Washington to act in connection with the application and to provide such additional information as may be required;

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has provided citizens an adequate opportunity to participate in the development of the application by holding at least one public hearing in the locality before submission of the application;

WHEREAS, public input into the development of the subject application was obtained at the public hearing; information was provided on the estimated amount of funds proposed to be used for activities benefiting low and moderate income persons, and plans to minimize displacement as a result of activities and plans to assist displaced persons according to Fair Housing Laws were discussed;

WHEREAS, the City of Washington maintains files that contain documentary evidence that the hearing was held.  The evidence includes a copy of the actual notice of public hearing.

WHEREAS, the citizen participation process meets the requirements of the Georgia DCA Citizen Participation Plan as outlined in the DCA, CDBG regulations.

WHEREAS, the City of Washington commits to providing the supporting leverage funds as proposed in the CDBG application; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington do hereby authorize the filing of a 2009 CDBG Application to the Georgia DCA, before the deadline of April 1, 2009.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Washington authorizes the filing of a 2009 Community HOME Investment Program (CHIP) application to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA), including all understandings and assurances contained therein;

WHEREAS, the governing body directs and authorizes the Mayor of the City of Washington to act in connection with the application and to provide such additional information as may be required;

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has provided citizens an adequate opportunity to participate in the development of the application by holding at least one public hearing/housing fair in the locality before submission of the application;

WHEREAS, public input into the development of the subject application and a waiting list was obtained at the public hearing; information was provided on the estimated amount of funds proposed to be used for activities benefiting low and moderate income persons, and plans to minimize displacement as a result of activities and plans to assist displaced persons according to Fair Housing Laws were discussed;

WHEREAS, the City of Washington maintains files that contain documentary evidence that the hearing was held.  The evidence includes a copy of the actual notice of public hearing.

WEHREAS, the citizen participation process meets the requirements of the Georgia DCA Citizen Participation Plan as outlined in the DCA, CHIP regulations.

WHEREAS, the City of Washington commits to providing the supporting leverage funds as proposed in the CHIP application; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington do hereby authorize the filing of a 2009 CHIP application to the Georgia DCA, before the deadline of April 1, 2009.

RESOLUTION-ADOPTING OWNER OCCUPIED REHABILITATION POLICIES/PROCEDURES
On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 4-0-2 a resolution adopting owner occupied rehabilitation policies and procedures.  Council members Avery and Mahoney abstained.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, the City of Washington received a Community Home Investment Program (CHIP) award for neighborhood improvements, including housing rehabilitation in the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan target area in accordance with the Housing and Urban Development (HUD) property standards 24 CFR 92.251; and

WHEREAS, to the extent which the City of Washington participates in State and Federal Assistance Programs wherein the Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Assistance can be applied, and consistent with the goals and objectives of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA).  The City of Washington will take all steps to assist program eligible homeowners; and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington’s Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program will provide financial and technical assistance to eligible homeowners, which will help enable them to correct structural problems and code violations in their homes and bring the properties up to applicable building codes and standards; and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington’s primary goals are to protect the health, safety and security of the homeowners and his/her family; to preserve the housing stock and to keep houses from becoming sub-standard; for use by homes that are single-family dwelling; to improve the energy efficiency of the dwelling in a cost effective manner; to reduce blighting conditions in the community and revitalize our neighborhoods; and
WHEREAS, this Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program is funded by HOME/CHIP funds, the Rehabilitation Program cannot assist properties that are located in areas that have been designated as Flood Plain Areas by Federal, Local or State Government.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, approved, passed, and adopted the Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Policies and Procedures this 9th day of March 2009.

USE OF SQUARE- ARTS FOUNDATION
On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 use of the square on April 25, 2009, beginning at 5 PM for the Arts Foundation.
CALLAWAY PLANTATION – CLASSIC SOUTH EQUINE ASSOCIATION

Mr. Joe Martin of the Classic South Equine Association requested waiver of fees associated with rental of the Callaway Plantation on May 25, 2009.  

On motion by Barnett, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 refund of $200.00 of the rental fees if facility is left in clean and orderly fashion.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:55 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
