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REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 10, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, March 10, 2014, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and all members of Council.  Also present were City Administrator Crawford, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Adam Nelson and City Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on March 10, 2014.

The meeting was opened in prayer by City Attorney Nelson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the work session and regular meeting held on February 10, 2014 and the minutes of an appeal hearing held on February 28, 2014.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING:  Barbara Bacon advised council that a CHIP grant application for some $400,000 will be submitted on June 1, 2014.  This grant requires no city match.

The Norman Street project is on schedule.

There will be a meeting on March 19, 2014, at 10 AM in the City Hall Annex with the RDC/DCA to discuss a possible grant application for the cleanup at the Gordon Street school property.

There is a MOU with Athens Tech for CDL driver training which will take place at the Gordon Street school site.

Credit counseling classes will continue beginning in April.

Bacon advised that the CSRA EOA has funds now for the elderly (62+).

The monthly URA meeting will be Tuesday, March 18, 2014, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 9 AM.

MAIN STREET – JOE WILLIS:  Joe Willis advised that he will be meeting with Georgia Southern University for a Retail Gap Analysis at no cost to the city.  Willis will also be going to Georgia Southern for further incubator discussions.

Willis advised that a kiosk had been obtained for use on the square for directional information and also for downtown merchant advertising.

Willis advised that the Pope Center had three events during the past weekend which brought in some 1,000 events.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett thanked city employees for their efforts during the recent ice storms and recognized that city tree trimming had minimized damage to the electric system.  Barnett further advised that through the work of Wilkes County EMA, storm related expenses will be reimbursed at some 75%.

SUBMITTED TOPICS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

CULLARS:  Cullars advised citizens of an initiative for citizen volunteers to help/assist with community events.  Cullars asked that a sign up list of volunteers be kept at city hall.

Cullars asked that some thought and research to be done to determine monetary savings related to curbside pickup of garbage and direct deposit of payroll.  

Cullars also requested that the City’s personnel policies be reviewed.  Attorney Nelson advised that their firm had already begun this work.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey requested information on how much Pinpoint GeoTech had saved the city in a dollar amount.  Rainey further requested information on a revenue plan for the city and a plan to boost staff morale.

Rainey reminded citizens of EOA funds to assist with utility payments.

Rainey stressed the importance of an approved resolution for the preservation of the Gordon Street school property.  Rainey was advised that the city is currently awaiting an engineering report on the property.

Rainey questioned if funding for an Assistance City Administrator was included in the 2014 approved budget.  Rainey was advised that this position was in the 2014 budget at a $60,000 funding level.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked about a need for additional cemetery land.  This matter was referred to the City Administrator for further review and information.

Tutt discussed matters relating to utility bills such as penalty dates, late payment agreements and divided/cycle billing.  These issues will be referred to the Electric Committee for further information and study.

Tutt stressed to everyone present the importance of maintaining our local hospital presence and urged everyone to support the Medicaid expansion program.

Tutt asked about the showing of city council meetings on the Comcast channel.  It was reported that the January 2014 meeting was still being shown on the channel.  Comcast is to pick up the February and March meetings in a timely manner.

Tutt also requested that thought be given to including council member’s messages and/or comments in the Washington Spark newsletter.

Tutt thanked City Administrator Crawford for his participation in a recent town hall meeting and further advised that the information given was very useful to those present.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE:  City Administrator Crawford advised that City Engineer Charles Welch of Stevenson and Palmer Engineering had requested that council approve lowering the insurance umbrella requirement of $3 million to $1 million on the Norman Street LMIG project.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Crawford requested approval of a bid to replace a 10 ton heating/air unit on the City Hall roof.  On motion by Cullars, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the low bid from R & B stipulating that they warranty the compressor for five years at a cost not to exceed the next lowest bid from McCutcheon Heating & Air.

City Administrator Crawford requested council approval to begin advertising for a City Administrator.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Crawford requested that council approve the low bid contract for the Norman Street LMIG project to C & H Paving at a cost of $73,974.50.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved entering into Executive Session at 7 PM.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 re-entering open session at 7:15 PM.

City Attorney Nelson gave report that one personnel matter was discussed during Executive Session with no final action taken.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an Executive Session affidavit.
On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to have all city personnel take a Sexual Harassment class; cost for this class will be some $1900.

ADJOURNMENT:   On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:20 PM.

                                                                                                ___________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                                ___________________________________CLERK
