REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 12, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting, Monday, March 12, 2007, 7:30 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Police Chief Davis and City Attorney representative Lee Bennett.

Visitors present included:  Barbara Ricciutti, Michael Wylie, Christina Albertson, Ta’shawn Turner, Sheila Hill, Jasmine Jones, Thomas Booker, Ashley Kearney, Chantel Huff, Carlton Norris, Edward Franklin, Robin Booker, Bill Steed, Robert Geiger, Norris Ware, Marshall Waters III, Hattie Callaway, Patricia Young, Ashley T. Barnett, Ames Barnett, Dot Jordan, Horace Jordan, Michael Edwards, Akeimos Coleman, William Bishop, Clara Sutton, Archecia Ann Cullars, Sue Davidson, Carolyn Reynolds, Kurt Wolfe, Susan Pope, Donna Hardy, Joey Fievet, M.V. Booker and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Rev. Avery opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held February 12, 2007 and a Public Hearing held February 22, 2007.
DOT JORDAN – WILKES YOUTH LEADERSHIP GROUP

Mrs. Dot Jordan, Project Director for Wilkes Youth Leadership, and members of the Leadership group addressed council about concerns the youth have about the community and projects the group has undertaken.  Speaking on behalf of the group was Akeimos Coleman, Ashley Kearney, Christina Albertson, Thomas Booker, Jasmine Jones, Michael Wylie, Shantel Huff and Michael Edwards.  Some questions about the need and expected use of a pool were voiced along with questions about a bowling alley/skating rink.

Mayor Burns advised the group that he strongly feels the community could use a pool, not just as a tool to teach youngsters how to swim, but also for use by seniors for medical therapy.  The larger question at this point is how to fund the pool and perhaps what type of pool and facility would best serve the needs of our community.

Michael Wylie addressed some concerns he had with day care centers and liquor stores being in the same block in some neighborhoods and with other illegal activity taking place in these same areas.  
Mr. Wylie was advised that the Re-development Plan currently being designed will address some of these issues in the Alabama Street, Whitehall Street and Rusher Street areas.

Police Chief Davis invited the group to speak at an officers training meeting which is held on second and fourth Tuesday of each month.

ASHLEY T. BARNETT – TOURISM UPDATE

Mrs. Barnett advised of upcoming events:  on March 13 – the Chamber After Hours, the state visitors center in Augusta will promote Washington-Wilkes, on March 21 – NBC Augusta will feature the Tour of Homes, a five day promotion will run in the Augusta Chronicle during the Masters; Washington will also advertise on the Chronicle website; the Tour of Homes on March 30-April 1; the Music Festival featuring Grammy award winner Hillary Lindsey the last weekend in April, a Travel South tour on March 15 and a MEAG travel tour on March 22, 2007.
Mrs. Barnett also reminded of a need for volunteers at the Welcome Center. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT – MONTHLY REPORT


Chief Davis presented the monthly report for the police department and advised that training is on schedule.  Davis also advised that new cameras installed in department vehicles are working very well.

Council member Cullars again requested police patrol at the Whitehall Street crosswalks in the afternoons.  Crosswalk signage will be requested from the D.O.T.

CLARA SUTTON – CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR SAFETY

Ms. Sutton expressed concern that at the red-light on the square some drivers will continue north from Spring Street entering the square on the west side and that drivers will block the cross-walk between the old It’s Fashion store and Petal Pushers Christmas Store.  The Police Department will look into these matters.
COUNCIL REPORTS:

HARDY:    Council member Hardy asked that the City contact the County about possible funding of the proposed rescue truck.  Hardy was advised that the Mayor and Administrator will meet with county officials on March 13, 2007.
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked the status of having council meetings broadcast over a cable channel.  Mahoney was advised that this issue involves more parties than Comcast and details have not been settled at this point.

Mahoney had other concerns that included:  that promotion of economic growth be part of the Re-development Plan, proper liability insurance so that the Booker Center and Parks & Recreation may be better utilized, coordination with the DDA on property that might be developed, the use of CDBG monies for more than water/sewer projects, enforcement of city ordinances, work with the GA Cities Foundation on development of real estate, the formation of a council committee to work with the DDA and the development of a strategy to combat the bankruptcy rate.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked that the city attorney review minutes of meetings connected with the re-naming of Whitehall Street to Martin L. King and advise at the next meeting on possible courses of action.

Cullars also asked that the Tourism Director work to promote minority events such as Mayfest.  Cullars advised that the Mayfest promoter was present at this meeting and would introduce Mrs. Barnett and the promoter.

AVERY:  Council member Avery requested speed bumps for Lincoln Circle.

EATON:  Council member Eaton reported that the DDA meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 13, 2007, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

RE-DEVELOPMENT PLAN


City Administrator Eskew advised that a Re-Development Plan community open house meeting will be held on Thursday, March 15, 2007, 6:30 to 8:30
PM at the Booker Center.  

The charrette for the Re-development Plan will be held on March 23 and 24 beginning at 9 AM at the City Hall Annex.  A charrette is an intense planning session.

COMMUNITY SAFETY CHECK PROGRAM

Administrator Eskew advised that the city is participating in a Community Safety Check program administered through Family Connections where elderly seniors are checked on (called) each day to ascertain their well-being.

DONNA HARDY – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Executive Director for the Chamber of Commerce, Donna Hardy thanked everyone involved for helping to get the Welcome Center ready.  Mrs. Hardy also advised of the Chamber After Hours event on March 13, 2007.

Mrs. Hardy advised that a recent job fair was held for some business expansions in Wilkes and McDuffie Counties.  There has also been some interest expressed in having a resume writing class.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Hardy, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 8:17 PM.

                                                 ________________________________________MAYOR

                                                 ________________________________________CLERK 
