







[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 12, 2012

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, March 12, 2012, beginning at 6:15 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.
Visitors present were the same as those listed in the Work Session held on March 12, 2012.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Kevin Madden followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVED	
On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 1 the minutes of the work session and regular meeting held on February 13, 2012.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion citing that council did not approve a meeting agenda.
CHAMBER UPDATES
Chamber Director Jenny Clark updated council on recent chamber events:  February 16 – Chamber Banquet with 2011 Chamber Awards; February 25 – Wilkes County Pageant; and, March 30 and 31 the Spring Tour of Homes.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS
Mayor Barnett advised that the Citizens Review Panel had a good budget meeting with city staff.  The Panel will look into several other city functions and will come back to council with suggestions.
Mayor Barnett reported that two bids were received for the building of a council table.  Bids were received from Sim Dill Jr., Contractor, LLC and RTG Contract Custom Cabinets.  Mayor Barnett requested that council approve the low bid of $5200.00 from RTG Contractor.
On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 3-3-1 the low bid for building of the council table.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.
Mayor and Council discussed options for proceeding with the re-districting map for the City of Washington.  On motion by Tutt, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to proceed by notifying Rep. Channell’s office to introduce legislation.  It was noted that after the March 15, 2012, meeting with residents from Baltimore this action could be stopped if necessary.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Council member Harris advised that some community members had asked that the city consider adding Sunday sales of alcohol to the upcoming ballots.  Deadlines for the July and November ballots were discussed along with the fact that this would be a “special election” for the city.
Council member Tutt asked the status of vocational school training in Washington.
Council member Cullars distributed to council an Ethics violation charge against Mayor Barnett. 
Council member Rainey asked that city staff research the cost of city handling their own elections and/or third party contract.
Council member Rainey asked that status of the EOA $10,000 contract funds.
On motion by Rainey, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 an executive session to handle two personnel matters.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES
City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of an Ordinance revision to 82-51 to allow for a septic tank in an M-1 district after council concurrence.  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved request 3-2-1.  Council members voting against the motion were Cullars and Tutt.  Council member Rainey abstained.  
Ordinance revision will read as follows:
Chapter 82, Article II, Division I, Section 82-51, City of Washington Code of Ordinances.
Sec. 82-51 Toilet facilities required; connection to public sewers required.
(a) The owner of every house, building, or property used for human occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purposes, situated with the city and abutting any street, alley, or right-of-way in which there is located or may be located a public sanitary or combined sewer of the city is required at his expense to install suitable toilet facilities therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer in accordance with this article within 90 days after date of official notice to do so, provided that the public sewer is within 100 feet of the property line.
(b) For businesses located in an M-1 light industrial district, Council may consider an exception to these state requirements.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia.
Duly adopted and ORDAINED by the City Council of Washington, Georgia, this 12th day of March, 2012. 
On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 5-0-1 to allow Berry Plastics to install a septic tank at the Persimmon Way location subject to Health Department approval.  Council member Rainey abstained.
City Administrator advised that the 2011 Tax Millage rate and 5 year tax history will be advertised as required by law and a Public Hearing was scheduled for March 30, 2012, at 10AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall for citizen input and council approval.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Mayor and Council entered into a previously approved executive session at 6:50 PM.
On motion by Scarborough, second by Harris, council approved re-entering open session at 7:43 PM.
City Attorney Fleming advised that six personnel issues were discussed in executive session with no final action taken.
On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved an Executive Session Affidavit to be signed by Mayor Barnett.  
The Police Committee, consisting of Mayor Barnett, City Administrator Eskew, Council members Rainey and Scarborough, met briefly to handle a recommendation from City Administrator Eskew to appoint Acting Police Chief Glen to position of Police Chief.  Committee approved recommendation.
Council member Cullars recognized Maeozie Anthony and apologized to her for the way she had been treated by the Chamber staff.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:45 PM.
                                                                                                   ________________________________MAYOR
                                                                                                   _______________________________CLERK 
