REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 9, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting, Monday, April 9, 2007, 7:30 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Assistant Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present were:  Norris Ware, Robert Geiger, Edward Franklin, Carol Cartledge, Hattie Callaway, Patricia Young, Annie R. Wilkinson, George Van Leuven, Jon Chasteen, Tommy Wells, O.A. Denard, Myra Maxwell, Corrie Maxwell, June Baston, Benjie Edwards, Heather Baston, Deanne Crook, Lewis Marshall, Jim Davidson, Susan H. Pope, Bill Steed, David Jenkins, William Bishop, Ashley Barnett, Ames Barnett, Sheila Hill, M.V. Booker, Archecia Ann Cullars, Donna Hardy, Charles Jackson, Olivia Jackson, Desmond Jackson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Council member Avery opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held March 12, 2007.

ASHLEY BARNETT – TOURISM
Tourism Director Ashley Barnett advised that the recent tour of homes had been a success and thanked homeowners for their assistance.  Mrs. Barnett advised that local hotels and B & B’s were busy during Master’s week.  Washington was promoted on the Golf channel, the Augusta Chronicle on-line and at the I-20 Visitors Center.  Mrs. Barnett reminded everyone of the upcoming Music Festival on April 28 and 29 featuring Washington local Grammy award winner Hillary Lindsey.  

Mrs. Barnett also advised that Sheila Hill had promoted an Easter Egg Hunt that was very successful.  The Mayfest event will be held on May 12; those wanting vendor information may contact M.V. Booker or Sheila Hill.  The  Cruise-In on the square will also be held on May 12.  Plans are already being made for the annual July 4th fireworks celebration.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Assistant Police Chief Glenn presented the March report.  It was noted that the department is currently staffed with eight (8) officers; normal staffing would be fifteen (15) officers.

Capt. Glenn advised that the number of escorts provided by the department is for police escort for local merchants to and from the local banks and also for funeral procession escorts.  It was noted that this service has always been provided and that the recent robbery of a local grocery’s night deposit was without police escort (business did not request escort).

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Mr. Jenkins advised that he is working with local industry on expansion projects and also with seven prospects that could provide as many as 300 local jobs.

Mr. Jenkins also advised that movie production on “Pushing up Daisies” will continue and further advised that Washington is being considered for a television series.

There have been five proposals submitted for the cemetery grant and those will be reviewed this week.

Mr. Jenkins also advised of Georgia Cities Week, April 22-28.  A GMA speaker will be a guest at the Rotary Club meeting during this week.

NORRIS WARE

Mr. Ware advised that when culverts were replaced on East Street that workers did not take proper safety measures in putting up signs and cones.

Mr. Ware also advised that guests at the Fitzpatrick Hotel are often awakened by the sounds of leaf blowers and garbage truck compactors.

CITY – CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

City Clerk Danner advised that Peggy Anderson had been employed as the Chief Accountant and further advised that Ms. Anderson had previously held this job from 1997 to 2002.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

City Attorney Fleming advised that upon the request of Council member Cullars, he had reviewed minutes from 2000 and 2001 regarding the re-naming of Whitehall Street to Martin L. King Jr. and then the rescinding of that action at a later Public Hearing.

Attorney Fleming advised that council had acted within their legal rights and that the city’s attorney at that time had concurred in the action, but that as the current city attorney Mr. Fleming would advise that council take no action during a Public Hearing; instead adjourn the Public Hearing and re-convene in an open meeting to take action.

Attorney Fleming advised that the re-naming of a street to honor Martin L. King, Jr. could be presented to council following the City’s Ordinance Section 66-8:  Street Re-naming Procedure.

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held April 19, 2007, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.
Eaton also advised that she had been asked to be a judge at the recently held 5th Annual Cheerleaders Competition at the Parks & Recreation facility.  She advised that it was very well organized and that the competition was amazing.  Eaton advised that Mr. Gartrell is to be commended on the work he does for the youth of Washington-Wilkes and surrounding counties.

AVERY:  Council member Avery asked if adequate police protection would be provided for the up-coming Mayfest event on May 12.  Capt. Glenn advised that the Police Department is working with co-coordinators to insure proper protection.

Avery also advised that residents within the Re-development Plan area had questions after the March 15th open house that included:  what is the exact location of the impact area; what option do landowners/homeowners have; will everyone be forced to re-habilitate; are low income loans available; and, will there be several different home designs.

At this time, the city has not received plans/designs from the charrette held March 23 and 24, but all information will be brought back to council as it is received.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars pointed out that the car parked on the square “for sale” is an eyesore and invites others to park their surplus vehicles on the square with “for sale” signs posted on them.  City Administrator Eskew and City Attorney Fleming will work on a draft policy to present to council prohibiting the use of the square as a used car lot.

POPE:  Council member Pope advised that a historical marker on East Robert Toombs Avenue has not been erected after a recent vehicle accident tore it down.  City officials will contact D.O.T. to have marker replaced.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that the DDA consider actions that will attract traffic to the downtown area instead of around Washington during Georgia football home games.

Mahoney advised that the Sanitation department does a good job collecting garbage from every household with four scooters on a weekly basis.  Mahoney also requested that some labor from the Pre-release center be considered to reduce cemetery labor expense.

Mahoney requested that speed bumps be installed on Lincoln Circle.  Mahoney stated that vehicles  travel much too fast in this area; and, also advised that police units responding to calls in that area travel at a high rate of speed without using emergency lights.
Mahoney asked that the city consider the employment of a grant writer to assist Main Street/Economic Development Director Jenkins.  
RESOLUTION – AFFORDABLE HOUSING

On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved 4 to 2 the following Affordable Housing Initiative resolution.  Council members Cullars and Mahoney voted against the motion.
WHEREAS, it is critically important for communities to address the need for affordable housing for its citizens and workforce, particularly for nurses, firefighters, police officers, returning veterans, and service industry employees, and

WHEREAS, providing decent, attractive and affordable housing will help the economic vitality of Washington, and

WHEREAS, housing experts agree that regulatory barriers can significantly add to the cost of housing or event prevent its construction, and

WHEREAS, the United State Department of Housing and Urban Development created the America’s Affordable Communities Initiative to help communities address the need for regulatory reform and to help reduce the costs of affordable housing, and

WHEREAS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development encourages local communities to develop local solutions and programs to address regulatory barriers to affordable housing,

WHEREAS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, through the America’s Affordable Communities Initiative, has created the National Call to Action for Affordable Housing Through Regulatory Reform and is hereby asking communities to make a pledge to form task forces to examine their own regulations and to become a participant in the National Call to Action, and,

WHEREAS, the National Call to Action will create a network of participants around the country that can share progress, ideas, solutions and information with one another, and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington finds it to be in the public interest of serving its citizens to commit to the pledge and to become a participant in the National Call to Action,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1. The City of Washington hereby accepts the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development’s call to become an active participant in its National Call to Action for Affordable Housing Through Regulatory Reform:

2. The City of Washington will further create a task force (or use an existing committee if one already exists) to review its laws and regulations with the goal of reporting back to the City Council within one year from the date of this Resolution with recommendations for changes in the regulatory framework that will help produce more affordable housing for the City of Washington’s workforce.

Adopted this 9th day of April, 2007.

RESOLUTION – TRANSMITTAL OF SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE

On motion by Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution approving the transmittal of the Solid Waste Management Plan update.

WHEREAS, the Minimum Planning Standards for Solid Waste Management Plans requires that the community’s Solid Waste Management Plan be updated every 10 years, and

WHEREAS, the community is required to transmit a copy of the Joint Wilkes County/Rayle/Tignall/Washington Solid Waste Management Plan to the Central Savannah River Area Regional Development Center upon its completion for review; and
WHEREAS, the Community met the requirements for holding two public hearings related to the development of the Solid Waste Management Plan 10-year Update, with the first hearing being held on June 29, 2006 and the second hearing on March 30, 2007; and
WHEREAS, the Washington City Council certifies that the minimum public hearing requirements as required by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs Minimum Planning Standards and Procedures have been met.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of Washington do hereby transmit the Joint Wilkes County/Rayle/Tignall/Washington Solid Waste Management Plan 10-Year Update to the Central Savannah River Area Regional Development Center for review under the Minimum Planning Standards and Procedures for Solid Waste Management Plans.

Adopted this 9th day of April, 2007.

LIABILITY/CASUALTY INSURANCE COVERAGE
City Administrator Eskew advised council that two bids had been received on liability and casualty coverage and opened on March 15, 2007, with the GMA bid being $135,482 and Griggs-Ficklen bid being $123,842.  After review of bids by city business office personnel and city attorney, it is the recommendation to stay with GMA.  A summary of both proposals and discussion was included in each council member’s meeting packet.

Mr. Lewis Marshall, President of Governmental Insurance Source, LLC, and a representative of Trident Insurance, and Mr. George Van Leuven of Georgia Municipal Association were both given opportunity to speak on behalf of the proposals submitted by their companies.

After thorough discussion, motion was made by council member Eaton to table this issue for further study.  Motion died for lack of a second.  

Motion was made to Council member Cullars, second by Mahoney to accept bid of Griggs-Ficklen at $123,824.  Motion passed with a vote of 4-1-1, with council member Avery voting against motion and Council member Eaton abstaining.

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Cullars, second by Hardy, approved 6 to 0 by council to adjourn meeting at 9:02 PM.
                                                   ______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   ______________________________________CLERK
