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REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 9, 2012
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 9, 2012, 6 PM at Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.
Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.
Visitors present were the same as listed in the Work Session minutes of April 9, 2012.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Henderson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVED
On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved 3-3-1 the minutes of the Work Session held March 12, 2012, the Public Meeting held March 12, 2012, the Regular Meeting held March 12, 2012, the Public Meeting held March 15, 2012, the Public Hearing held March 30, 2012, and the Called Meeting held March 30, 2012 pending correction vote count on the selection of audit firm.  Council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt voted against approval and minutes.  Mayor Barnett voted for approval of the minutes.
POLICE CHIEF GLENN – SWEAR-IN
Mayor Barnett administered the Oath of Office to Police Chief Glenn.  Chief Glenn is the first woman to serve as Washington’s Police Chief.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATES
Economic Development Director David Jenkins advised council of an upcoming meeting on April 12 with Electric Cities of Georgia,  opportunities for workers as Caterpillar plans expansion in a nearby county, the city’s webpage is up and running (www.ctiyofwashingtonga.gov), Amy Kelly a local resident is looking at film locations in Washington, and the Washington-Wilkes Career Center with Athens Tech dedication will be April 17, 2012, 2 PM at the St. Joseph property.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Council members received the monthly department report in their meeting packet.  Council member Harris commented on a recent pedestrian/vehicle accident at the crosswalk on the square.
UNITY GROUP
Patricia Young, of the Unity Group, requested that council have the grass cut at the Reese Booker Playground on Whitehall Street.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS
Mayor Barnett advised that the Citizens Review Panel will be meeting with city department heads.  Citizens may contact the review panel by email at citizenreviewpanel@gmail.com.  
Mayor Barnett reminded those present of the Athens Tech Career Center groundbreaking on April 17, 2012, 2 PM at the St. Joseph property.
Mayor Barnett also advised that the city had chosen Baird & Company for the city’s annual audit saving some $55,000 over the life of the contract.  The RFP’s for the operation of the water and wastewater plants will be opened on April 10, 2012.
TOPICS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey congratulated Chief Glenn and her appointment as the city’s Police Chief.
Rainey requested an executive session, to immediately follow the conclusion of the regular meeting, for the purpose of a personnel matter and a legal matter.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.  Council member Harris requested that the executive session by handled in a professional and business-like manner.
HARRIS:  Council member Harris asked for council approval of accepting a donation from the estate of Albert and Evelyn Young of the office building of Dr. L.R. Casteel.  The building is a two room Victorian office complete with medical books and biographies of local doctors in Wilkes County at the time the building was in use.  The family has agreed to pay for cost of moving building to the Callaway Plantation site.
On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved request 4 to 2.  Council members Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.
BEER AND WINE LICENSE 
City Clerk Danner presented two beer and wine, by the drink, applications for council approval.
On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 Beer and Wine license for Ocean Buffet located at 146 Washington Plaza.
On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 Beer and Wine license for Big Daddy’s Lounge (Willie Quinn) located at 202 Whitehall Street.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATES
City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of the use of the square on July 3, 2012, for the Fourth of July fireworks celebration.  On motion by Armour, second by Harris, council  approved request 6 to 0.
 RESOLUTION- INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT
City Administrator Eskew presented to council an Inter-governmental Agreement between the City of Washington and Wilkes County guaranteeing a $250,000 loan to the Payroll Development Authority for the workforce academy.
On motion by Tutt, second by Harris, council approved agreement 5 to 1, with Council member Rainey abstaining.
LIABILITY INSURANCE COVERAGE
City Administrator Eskew advised that there were 3 responses to the city’s RFP for liability insurance for a term beginning May 1, 2012 and ending April 30, 2013.  Proposals received were:  Selective Insurance; DBA:  Franklin Insurance - $112,800 with a $2,000,000 aggregate:  GIRMA (GMA) - $121,115 with an unlimited aggregate:  and, Trident Insurance; DBA:  Griggs-Ficklen Insurance - $125,408 with a $5,000,000 aggregate.  State Farm Insurance submitted a proposal on vehicle coverage only.
City Administrator Eskew advised that retired local insurance agent Sonny Johnson helped staff evaluate all proposals.
City Administrator Eskew recommended to council accepting the proposal from Franklin Insurance with a savings of some $12,000 per year.
Council member Harris made a motion to accept the recommendation of the City Administrator upon review by the City Attorney and Council member Scarborough made a second to the motion.
There followed a lengthy discussion about “tail coverage” and the different aggregate coverage amounts between the proposals.  There were also questions about occurrence and claims made practices.
Council member Armour made a motion to table this decision, pending further review by City Attorney, second by Tutt, council approved 3-3-1 to table this matter.  Voting against this motion were council members Harris, Scarborough and Rainey.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion to break the tie vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Council convened in a previously approved executive session at 7:05 PM.
On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 re-convening in open session at 7:50 PM.
City Attorney Fleming advised that three personnel matters and one legal issue were discussed in executive session with no final action being taken.
On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 that Mayor Barnett would sign an executive session affidavit.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:52 PM.
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