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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 10, 2017, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council Members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and Attorney Nelson.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the work session held on April 10, 2017.

Attorney Nelson opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved the minutes of the previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised those present that through the efforts and hard work of Main Street Director Elizabeth Elliott, the City of Washington had regained its Main Street Accreditation.

Mayor Barnett also commended the Public Works Department on how beautiful the city looked for the recent Tour of Homes.

Barnett advised that the Spay/Neuter program is ongoing.  In 2016 some 108 animals were spayed or neutered and so far in 2017 33 animals have been spayed or neutered.  Barnett also thanked Rayle EMC for a donation of a used truck to the Animal Shelter.

ATTORNEY REPORT: FIRE DEPARTMENT: Attorney Nelson advised council that the proposed contract with Clifton Construction had been reviewed by Fleming & Nelson and that everything was in order for council action.  This is a design/build contract with the project manager; architect fees and plan included in the total project cost of $800,000.  This contract would avoid general contractor fees and no profit from change orders.  The City would oversee the project.  The $800,000 would also include Clifton Construction to oversee the building of the Public Works maintenance shop (a Butler Building type shop).  Barnett Southern will demo the existing fire department living quarters.

Chief Gilland answered questions that council members had about current equipment; ISO ratings; response times; and, full time and volunteer personnel.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into a contract with Clifton Construction for design/build of a new fire department living quarters along with Public Works shop building.

MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE CONTRACT:  Attorney Nelson presented to council a proposed contract for the Municipal Court Judge for calendar year 2017 in the amount of $9600.00.  On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council approved contract 6 to 0.

TEMPORARY POURING LICENSE:  City Clerk Danner presented a request from the Wilkes County Chapter of Duck Unlimited, a 501C3 organization, for a temporary pouring permit for their annual banquet to be held at the Pope Center on April 28, 2017.

On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

ITEMS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked the Fire Department for helping with the Easter Eggstravaganza.  Rainey also thanked the City Administrator for arranging the tour of the Fire Department so that council better understood the need for department renovation.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked about some repairs made to Lincoln Circle.  He was advised that a deep patch was made to the area where the sewer line was sinking.

Mahoney asked about how crime can be tracked in areas of the city and further asked fort more conversations regarding bringing back a city police department.  Council member Mahoney and Mayor Barnett will schedule a meeting with the Sheriff to discuss these issues.

Mahoney asked that Alvin Jones, Director of the Parks & Recreation Department give council an update on the department’s activities.  Mr. Jones advised that spring soccer is underway, along with guitar lessons, track and field and basketball.  The department hopes to soon have golf and tennis.  The facility is now serving about 70 children per day and that number will increase during summer school break.  Jones advised that the gym needs an air-conditioning system at an approximate cost of $42,302.00.  Mr. Jones is currently looking for grant money to cover the cost.

Mahoney made a motion that the city cover ½ the cost of the air conditioning system and council member Tutt made a second to the motion.  A discussion followed about the fact that two council members sit on the Parks and Recreation Board and this had not been discussed at a board meeting; nor had they been asked to bring this matter to council.  Also, items to be voted on by council are to be first discussed in the work session.

Council member Scarborough made a motion to table this matter and council member R. Armour made a second to the motion.  Attorney Nelson advised that council could indeed vote on the motion to table even though there was a previous motion and second on the floor.  Voting for the motion to table were Council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough.  Council members Mahoney, Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt reminded those present of the upcoming job fair for applicants to the DDJ on May 4, 2017 from 10 AM until 2 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Applicants should have their resumes and documentation ready.  Applicants will also need to pass drug and background screening.

Tutt also discussed a recent MEAG Retreat and probable increases in the electric utility in 2018.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR TOPICS:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval on four use of square requests:  W-W Band Concert on May 2; National Day of Prayer on May 4; Historical Plaque presentation on May 6 and Pedaling for Paws on September 15.

On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 all requests.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:05 PM.
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