REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 11, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 11, 2011, at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Asst. Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present included:  Charles Leverette, Clara Sutton, Henry Harris, Tim Markel, Hilda Wright, Norris Ware, Travis Armour, Cindy Bounds, Bonnie Branch, Robert Geiger, Ed Franklin, Patsy Winn, Rachel Jackson, Ann Tanner, Mark Waters, Theron Wilkinson, Erin Pollock, David Jenkins, Joseph Willis, Betty Hamilton, Hattie Callaway, Clarine Kendrick, John Horton, David Toburen, Gloria Wheatley, Archecia Ann Cullars, Kinsey Branham and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
Mayor Burns asked for a moment of silence in remembrance of Mr. Willie Edwards who passed away on April 8 2011.

The meeting was opened in prayer by David Toburen followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Burns thanked all city departments for the efforts put forth during the recent storms for cleanup and restoration of utility services.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held March 14, 2011.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

ANIMAL SHELTER – GLORIA WHEATLEY

Animal Shelter Director Gloria Wheatley reminded those present of an ongoing rabies problem and urged everyone to have family pets vaccinated.  Mrs. Wheatley also reminded everyone of the City’s leash law; which applies to both dogs and cats.
Mrs. Wheatley also told of problems with youth harassing animals caged at the shelter and further advised that if caught the youth will be prosecuted.  Wheatley further asked for the public’s patience in the rounding up of stray animals.

TOURISM – ERIN POLLOCK

Ms. Pollock distributed to council the April Tourism Report and advised of several upcoming events:  April 13 a car club from Michigan will be touring Washington and the collections of Mr. McAvoy and Mr. Maynard, and on April 30 the Model A Club from Atlanta will be in town.
Since January 2011, there have been some 470 tourists to sign the guest register at the Chamber office.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Mr. David Toburen spoke on behalf of the Chamber and advised that there were some 200+ visitors for the Tour of Homes and thanked all homeowners for their efforts and cooperation in opening their homes.

Mr. Toburen also asked that the city support the July 4th events which will be held on July 1 on the square with police, fire and cleanup as in years past.

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the provide police, fire and cleanup for the July celebration.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Capt. Glenn entertained questions concerning the monthly activity report for the Police Department.  Council member Cullars requested that there be some crosswalk “stings” and that the locations and times be noted in future reports.
MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Economic Development Director Jenkins asked that council approve a resolution supporting the construction of up to 60 units for a senior residential apartment community.
On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution supporting a senior residential development.

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF FOXWOOD SENIOR VILLAGE AS A SENIOR RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY.

WHEREAS, Foxwood Senior Apartments, L.P. has proposed to construct up to  60-units of affordable housing for older persons known as Foxwood Senior Village generally located northeast of the intersection of Gordon Street and Depot Street in the City of Washington; and,
WHEREAS, the construction of said residential apartment community will provide affordable senior housing for Older Persons 
(+55 years old) and will be in the best interest of residents of Washington, Georgia; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of Washington that enthusiastic support is hereby granted to Foxwood Senior Apartments, L.P., for the development and financing of the aforementioned project.
Passed and Adopted this 11th day of April, 2011.

AUSTIN DABNEY:  Kinsey Branham, artist and sculptor gave a presentation and history on his vision for the Austin Dabney memorial from the War of Independence and locally the Battle of Kettle Creek.  This vision is pursuit of a nationally recognized memorial for African-American patriots.
On motion by Eaton, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 to authorize Mr. Branham to continue to the next step of this project which will be a life-size casting and bronzing.

Mr. Jenkins advised of ongoing projects:  GEFA Energy Audits, GEFA appliance upgrade grants, CDBG applications for Norman Street.

Mr. Jenkins further reminded those present of the April 14 Heart and Soul Tour which will be in Washington from 1:30 to 2:30 PM and also of the HUD and DCA dedication of Rusher Street infrastructure on April 21, 2011 at 11 AM.

T.J. AND FRIENDS FOUNDATION

EMS Director Blake Thompson introduced the members of the TJ and Friends Board who were meeting at the Pope Center.  This Foundation supports cancer patients in seven surrounding counties.  Information was given on where and how to make donations.
DDA MEETING
Council member Eaton advised that the next DDA meeting will be held on April 21, 2011, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

COUNCIL REPORTS
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked Mr. Branham for his excellent work on the Austin Dabney project.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt  also thanked Mr. Branham and added that this would not be just a statue but an attraction.

Tutt also remarked on the passing of Mr. Edwards and that such a loss of life is a quality and safety issue for the citizens of the community.

EATON:  Council member Eaton thanked to the street department for cleanup of the town prior to the Tour of Homes and then also after the recent storms.  Eaton also thanked the Animal Shelter for the good work that they continue to do.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett also thanked  the street department for their storm cleanup efforts.

 Barnett advised that he had recently participated in Leadership Georgia and as such had an opportunity to tour the KIA facility in LaGrange.  Barnett spoke on the efforts of the LaGrange Chamber and the community to bring this facility to fruition.

Barnett requested that the City and the local Chamber work together for the betterment of the community.  Discussion followed about the lack of diversity within the local Chamber both with personnel and planned activities.

On motion by Barnett, second by Pope, council voted 4 to 2 to have the city pay their current Chamber dues in the amount of $2000.00.  Voting against the motion were council members Rainey and Cullars.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars also thanked Mr. Branham and Mrs. Wheatley for the presentations.

Cullars reported that Wings-N-Things was in violation of the distilled spirits pouring license ordinance as it relates to patios and asked that the police department patrol this location.
Cullars also reported a problem with the GA State Patrol’s excessive presence in the Whitehall community.

Cullars asked that the city re-surface the School Street playground and was advised that at this time there is no money in the budget for this project.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:

City Administrator Eskew advised that the pool bids had been opened and the apparent low bidder was Stewart/Corbitt from Thomson.  Eskew asked that council award this contract.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 5-0-1 award of pool construction contract to Stewart/Corbitt at a cost not to exceed $440,000.00.   Council member Barnett abstained.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Pope, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:44 PM.

                                                   ______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   ______________________________________CLERK
