REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 13, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 13, 2009, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton and Pope. Council member Mahoney was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City attorney representative Stephen Brown and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors present were:  Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Barbara Bacon, David Jenkins, Robert Geiger, Susan H. Pope, Barbara Riccuiti, Annie R. Wilkinson, Norris Ware, Ashley Barnett and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of Public Hearings held March 9, 2009, the regular meeting held March 9, 2009 and a Public Hearing held March 26, 2009.

AGENDA APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT

Tourism Director Ashley Barnett advised that the annual Spring Tour of Homes had been a great success and that there was a lot of  Master’s traffic through Washington-Wilkes during the week.

Mrs. Barnett reminded those present of the upcoming Arts and Music Festival in downtown Washington on April 24 and 25.

There will be a planning meeting for Mule Day on April 14, at the Chamber.  Other future events include the National Day of Prayer on May 7 and a Casino Night to raise monies for the Chamber on May 15 at the Country Club.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – ROBERT GEIGER

Robert Geiger, Vice President of the Chamber of Commerce, asked that council reconsider a donation to fund the July 4 fireworks.  At the March meeting of council, council approved a donation of $2000 if the County contributed in like amount.  The County did not fund the donation.  Council member Barnett asked that Main Street Director Jenkins assist in fund raising for the fireworks.  Barnett was advised that Mr. Jenkins is currently working with 16 PDA projects and 27 Main Street projects.
After further discussion, Council member Barnett made a motion that the city donate $4000 for the fireworks display with council member Avery seconding the motion.  After further discussion Attorney Brown asked who would sign the contract for the fireworks display.  Mr. Geiger then informed council that the Chamber intended for the city to sign the contract.  It was also pointed out that the contract price is not the only expense incurred with the event (police/fire protection/clean up/print and radio advertising).  After more discussion, council member Avery withdrew his second to the original motion.  

Mayor Burns and City Administrator Eskew will personally speak with Commission Chairman Moore about a county donation for the display.

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

David Jenkins reported that with the PDA he is currently working with some 16 projects totaling some 561 potential jobs and with Main Street he is currently working with 27 projects with $20 million estimated investments.
Mr. Jenkins advised that the 2009 CDBG application for an $800,000 Phase II Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment plan had been submitted on the April 1, 2009 deadline.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT


Police Chief Davis entertained questions on the submitted monthly report.  Davis further advised that no problems had occurred during the weekend in the area of the “corner”.

NORRIS WARE – SAFETY ISSUES

Mr. Ware reported several safety issues with the Street Department personnel and the prison detail workers.  Mr. Ware was asked to meet with City Administrator Eskew to go over these concerns.

COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton reported that the DDA meeting will be held on April 16, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

Eaton also thanked the Streets, Buildings and Grounds workers for helping get the town in shape for the recent tour of homes.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett reported that the Fire Department handled some 46 calls during March; of which; 30% were backup for EMS.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked that the Police Department begin enforcing a city ordinance prohibiting the placement of signs on utility poles.

Council member Cullars also asked that the city investigate charges associated with allowing utility payments with credit/debit cards.

Cullars further advised that a recent leadership class that he and Council member Mahoney had attended was of great value.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

City Administrator Eskew reported that a terracotta storm water pipe on South Alexander Avenue has clogged and buckled from Liberty Street to South Street.  The City is currently seeking a company to re-line the pipe.

Eskew advised those present that Congressman Paul Braun will be in Washington on April 17, at 2:30 in the Board Room of the Wilkes County Courthouse.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 6:58 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
