REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 14, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 14, 2008, 6 PM at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney representative Stephen Brown.

Visitors included:  Sue Davidson, Jim Davidson, David Jenkins, Mike Hardy, Norris Ware, Bill Steed, Marshall Waters III, Elizabeth Reynolds, Jackie Gale, Susan H. Pope, Ashley Barnett, Linda G. Echols, Kenneth Echols, Lutisa King, M. V. Booker, Rachel Jackson, Justin Hunter, Meco Mays, Ronnie Futch, Blake Thompson, Ed Pope III, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
Rev. Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held March 10, 2008 and the minutes of a called meeting held March 27, 2008.

AGENDA APPROVAL


On motion by Barnett, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda for the April 14, 2008, regular meeting of council as presented.

TOURISM REPORT – ASHLEY BARNETT
Mrs. Barnett reminded those present that volunteers are needed for the Tour de Georgia, with a meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 17, 2008, at 5:30 PM at the Courthouse.  There will be live music on the square on the evening of April 22 and music also at the Farmers Market, activities will begin on the square at 9AM on the morning of April 23, with Stage 3 of the Tour de Georgia beginning at 11 AM.  A crowd of some 3 to 10 thousand is expected.
Mrs. Barnett also thanked Scott Lewis and Washington Town Cars for the donation of the Chamber golf cart.

MAIN STREET UPDATE – DAVID JENKINS

Main Street David Jenkins requested council approval of a resolution establishing boundaries for the Southwest Washington Opportunity Zone and an ordinance establishing an enterprise zone for the Southwest Washington Redevelopment Area.

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the resolution and ordinance for the Southwest Washington Redevelopment Plan.  Resolution and ordinance follows:

RESOLUTION – SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON OPPORTUNITY ZONE

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington recognizes that economic development is an essential component of a satisfying quality of life; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington has determined that the southwest portion of the City of Washington is experiencing economic distress that is limiting economic development in that portion of the City of Washington and hence the quality of life in that portion of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington has legally adopted the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan in order to address the economic distress of the southwest portion of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington has legally established the Southwest Washington Enterprise Zone in order to provide local incentives to address the economic distress of the southwest portion of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington recognizes that additional resources are available to address the economic distress of the southwest portion of the City of Washington.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Washington fully supports submitting an application for the Southwest Washington Opportunity Zone to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to assemble all documentation necessary to submit an application for the Southwest Washington Opportunity Zone to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.

BE IT FURHTER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Washington is also authorized to address any and all questions and requests that may arise from the submission of an application for the Southwest Washington Opportunity Zone to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the boundary of the Southwest Washington Opportunity Zone shall be from a point beginning at the intersection of Gordon Street and S. Spring Street; then, proceeding south along S. Spring Street to the intersection with Industrial Boulevard; then in a north westerly direction along the municipal limits to the intersection of Greensboro Road/Whitehall Street; then, north along Greensboro Road/Whitehall Street to the intersection of Skull Shoals Road/Hospital Drive; then west along Skull Shoals Road to the municipal limits then, proceeding north along the municipal limits to the intersection of Old Skull Shoals Road and Meriweather Drive; then, proceeding north to Lexington Avenue in a line generally along the rear of those parcels having frontage on Meriweather Drive, Tate Street, School Street, Peachtree Street, and Lincoln Circle; then, proceeding east along Lexington Avenue to the intersection of Whitehall Street; then, proceeding east along W. Robert Toombs Avenue; then turning south along Depot Street to a point south of Liberty Street; then, meandering in an easterly direction to a point along Simpson Street; then, proceeding in a southerly direction in a line generally approximating a city of Washington sanitary sewer line to Gordon Street; then, proceeding east to the point of beginning.
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA, at its regularly scheduled meeting held on April 14, 2008.

· * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH ENTERPRISE ZONE

An ordinance designating an area as an Enterprise Zone pursuant to the Georgia Enterprise Zone Employment Act of 1997, providing tax incentives and other incentives, designating an authorized agency to act in all matters pertaining to the Enterprise Zone Act, and outlining policies and procedures for the administration of the Enterprise Zone (O.C.G.A. 36-88-5).

WHEREAS, the City of Washington, Georgia hereinafter referred to as the “City” desires to create the proper economic and social environment to induce the investment of private resources in productive business enterprises located in the area meeting criteria established by the Enterprise Zone Employment Act of 1997, hereinafter referred to as the Act, and to provide employment to residents of such area.

WHEREAS, the necessary conditions exist in the designated area described and documented in the 2007 Southwest Washington Redevelopment Plan to qualify the area as an enterprise zone:

Section 1.

That the City hereby designated the eligible area described in 2007 Urban Redevelopment Plan (URP) attached hereto and described below as an Enterprise Zone to be known as the “Southwest Washington Enterprise Zone.”

Southwest Washington Enterprise Zone

Boundary Narrative Description of the Boundary

From a point beginning at the intersection of Gordon Street and S. Spring Street; then, proceeding south along S. Spring Street to the intersection with Industrial Boulevard; then in a north westerly direction along the municipal limits to the intersection of Greensboro Road/Whitehall Street; then, north along Greensboro Road/Whitehall Street to the intersection of Skull Shoals Road/Hospital Drive; then west along Skull Shoals Road to the municipal limits; then, proceeding north along the municipal limits to the intersection of Old Skull Shoals Road and Meriweather Drive; then, proceeding north to Lexington Avenue in a line generally along the rear of those parcels having frontage on Meriweather Drive, Tate Street, School Street, Peachtree Street, and Lincoln Circle; then, proceeding east along Lexington Avenue to the intersection of Whitehall Street; then, proceeding east along W. Robert Toombs Avenue; then turning south along Depot Street to a point south of Liberty Street; then, meandering in an easterly direction to a point along Simpson Street; then, proceeding in a southerly direction in a line generally approximating a city of Washington sanitary sewer line to Gordon Street; then, proceeding east to the point of beginning.

Section 2.

That the City finds the area meets the qualification of the Act by:

1. Pervasive poverty-The redevelopment area falls into three contiguous portions of Census Tracts Block Groups that area at least 20% poverty or greater.  To this end, the entire redevelopment area is in a 20% poverty area as illustrated by 2007 Redevelopment Area map (Attached as an integral component of this Ordinance).  The Census Tract and Block Groups that encompass the redevelopment area can be found below (O.C.G.A. 36-88-6):

Census Tract 9803

Block Group 2

Census Tract 9803

Block Group 3

Census Tract 9803

Block Group 4

2. Underdevelopment-There is significant documentation of underdevelopment in southwest Washington.  The Southwest Washington Redevelopment Plan has identified both residential and commercial underdevelopment in the area.

3. General Distress- Adverse conditions in the downtown area include health and safety issues.  Many buildings have reached a point of deterioration that poses a threat to any occupant.  Floors appear unable to support any type of moderate weight and large debris makes even simple clean up difficult.

4. General Blight – A resolution has been passed that recognizes a blighting influence in certain buildings in the community.

5. Redevelopment Area- The southwest quadrant of the City of Washington has been designated a redevelopment area by the City Council of the City of Washington.

Section 3.

That the City hereby ordains and declares that upon designation of the area as an Enterprise Zone, the City may provide the following incentives in the area including tax incentives to qualified businesses in accordance with the definition of such businesses outlined in the Act which are not applicable throughout the City.  These incentives include tap fees, sign fees, regulatory fees and building permitting fees associated with new business location in the designated area.

A. The City shall exempt qualifying businesses as outlined in the Act from municipal ad valorem property taxes, excluding property taxes imposed by school districts or the Board of Commissioners of Wilkes County, that would otherwise be levied on the qualifying businesses and service enterprises in accordance with the following schedule (O.C.G.A. 36-88-8):

One hundred percent abatement of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes shall be exempt for the first five years.

Eighty percent of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes will be exempt for year six.

Sixty percent of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes will be exempt for year seven,

Forty percent of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes will exempt for year eight.

Twenty percent of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes will be exempt for year nine.

Zero percent abate will begin at year ten.

B. Other incentives that may be granted will be negotiated on a case-by-case basis.
Section 4.

That the City is the authorized agency to act in all matters pertaining to the Enterprise Zone and reserves the power to grant the incentives listed to qualifying businesses in accordance with the authorization powers granted to local governments in the administration of the Enterprise Zone in the Act.

Section 5.

That the City further directs and designates the Manager of the City of Washington Main Street Program as liaison for communication with the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, other state communications with the qualified businesses, as out-lined within.

Section 6.

That the City has the power to administer, require and enforce compliance with the provisions of the ordinances and such administrative rules or regulations adopted hereinafter by way of resolution or as contained within, including but not limited to reports, data, and information from businesses within the Enterprise Zone to verify compliance with this ordinance and state law.

Section 7.

That qualifying businesses or service enterprises shall be defined as “Business enterprise” meaning retail, manufacturing, warehousing & distribution, processing, telecommunications, tourism, research & development, new residential construction and rehabilitation; “Service enterprise” meaning finance, insurance, or real estate activities.

Section 8.

That the qualifying businesses shall consent to enter into a contractual agreement that outlines the incentive offered to the business and a guideline for the recapture, revocation, or reimbursement of the incentives should the terms of the contract be violated by the target business.

Section 9.

All development in the Enterprise Zone is eligible for tax incentives should the qualifying business meet the criteria established herein (O.C.G.A. 36-88-8).  Criteria established for the Enterprise Zone includes that the qualifying business provide “economic stimulus” with sufficient quantity and quality by:
1. Creation of five (5) full-time jobs and;

2. When possible, 10% of new employees shall be low-and moderate income individuals or;

3. If residential and/or rehabilitation of an existing structure where value of improvements is greater than 500% of land value, exemptions apply to ANY entity within the zone.

Section 10.

That this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the City of Washington.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE

Chamber of Commerce Treasurer Ed Pope III advised council that there were some 313 visitors to the Chamber during March and that there are now 189 chamber members.  Mr. Pope urged those present, in light of current gas prices, to “shop at home”.

POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE

Lt. Crookham of the Washington Police Department was present to address any concerns that council might have with the March report from the department included in their meeting packets.  There were no questions.

CSRA RDC AGENCY ON AGING – LINDA ECHOLS


Mrs. Echols, representative of the CSRA RDC Agency on Aging, distributed to council a schedule of agency meetings and further invited council to the volunteer banquet on May 14, 2008.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

EATON:  Council member Eaton reminded those present of the DDA meeting to be held on April 15, 2008, 8:30AM at Farmers State Bank.

Council member Eaton also requested that the City Attorney prepare for consideration at the May meeting of council an ordinance banning skateboarding on public property.  Recently an elderly citizen was nearly knocked down by a youth skateboarding on the East Square sidewalks.  Council member Mahoney suggested that this may be part of a proposed curfew ordinance and Council member Cullars suggested better police patrol of the square area.
The city attorney will prepare for council consideration at the May meeting a skateboarding ordinance banning skateboarding on public property.

AVERY:  Council member Avery voiced concern that there were no longer council committees for the general oversight of city departments and departmental budgets.  Council member Eaton stated that she would like to committees to frequently rotate so as to become familiar with each department.  Council member Mahoney stated that he felt council committees helped departments stay on top of their budgets.

On motion by Avery, second by Mahoney, council voted 4 to 2 to return to council committees for city departments.  Council members Pope and Barnett voted against the motion; however, Council member Pope advised the Mayor that he would gladly serve to the best of his ability wherever the Mayor chose to place him.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars questioned why his recommendation for Municipal Judge was not considered by the Mayor during the January meeting and election of yearly officers.  Cullars also questioned the efficiency of total electric apartments in Washington Heights and was advised that many of the residents simply did not understand the proper management of heat pumps and electric central air-conditioning.

Council member Cullars requested that the agenda reflect the current Mayor Pro Tem.  The current schedule for Mayor Pro Tem as outlined in the City Charter is as follows:  Avery – Jan-Aug 2008; Eaton – Sep 08 – April 2009; Mahoney – May-Dec 09; Barnett – Jan-Aug 2010; Cullars – Sep 2010-April 2011; Pope – May-Dec 2011.

Cullars also asked when televising of council meetings on Comcast would begin.  City Administrator Eskew advised that the CD of the current meeting would be received by the city sometime during the next day and would be forwarded to Comcast.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that council consider relieving sewer charges on water used to fill swimming pools and also look into levelized billing for low income and senior citizens.

POPE:  Council member Pope commended city street department employees on how nice the town looked during the recent Tour of Homes.
REQUEST – USE OF SQUARE

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 a request from Wilkes Ministers United for use of the square on Thursday, May 1, 2008, beginning at Noon in observance of the National Day of Prayer.

RESOLUTION – CERTIFIED CITY OF ETHICS PROGRAM

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 4 to 2 a resolution to be submitted to GMA for participation in the certified city of ethics program.  Council members Cullars and Mahoney voted against the motion.

Resolution follows:  

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Georgia Municipal Association has established a Certified City of Ethics program; and

WHEREAS the City of Washington wishes to be certified as a Certified City of Ethics under the GMA program; and

WHEREAS part of the certification process requires the Mayor and Council to subscribe to the ethics principles approved by the GMA Board;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia, that as a group and as individuals, the governing authority subscribes to the following ethics principles and pledges to conduct its affairs accordingly:


Serve Others, Not Ourselves


Use Resources with Efficiency and Economy


Treat All People Fairly


Use the Power of Our Position for the Well Being of Our Constituents


Create an Environment of Honesty, Openness and Integrity

RESOLVED THIS 14th day of April, 2008.

RESOLUTION – MORATORIUM ON PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION/DEMOLITION/BUIIDING PERMITS


On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution establishing a moratorium for private construction/demolition in the Rusher Street target area.  Resolution follows:

A RESOLUTION PLACING A MORATORIUM ON PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION, PRIVATE DEMOLITION AND THE ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS FOR NEW STRUCTURES AND ADDITIONS TO EXISTING STRUCTURES IN THE AREA DESIGNATED UNDER THE SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON URBAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN.

The City of Washington, Georgia (hereinafter referred to as the “City”) on October 8, 2007, approved the adoption of the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan (hereinafter referred to as “the Plan”).  The City is currently striving to rehabilitate and redevelop the areas designated by the Plan in the interest of public health, safety, morals, and the welfare of the residents of the City of Washington.

In order to preserve the status quo within the redevelopment area while the City drafts regulations and obtains funding for the Plan, the City deems it necessary to exercise the powers of urban redevelopment pursuant to the provisions of the Official Code of Georgia, Title 36, Chapter 61, and place a moratorium on private construction, private demolition and the issuance of building permits for new structures and additions to existing buildings in the “Rusher Street Target Area” as designated in the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment Plan.  The City also deems it necessary to place a moratorium on the private rehabilitation of buildings currently located within the designated area.  However, the rehabilitation currently underway at 127 Rusher Street is excluded from this resolution.  The moratorium shall be effective immediately upon adoption by the City Council and shall remain in effect for one year from enactment with an option to reissue thereafter.

This resolution neither prohibits nor limits the City, or any designated agency of the City, from exercising any and all redevelopment powers in furtherance of the Plan.

Enacted this 14th day of April, 2008.

RESOLUTION – DDA LOAN REVIEW COMMITTEE

On motion by Barnett, second by Avery, council approved 5-0-1 a resolution naming the DDA as the Loan Review Committee for the City of Washington Revolving Loan Fund One.  Council member Eaton abstained from voting as she is the chair for the DDA.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, the City of Washington is receiving repayments from a loan originating from a Redevelopment Fund grant award; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington wishes to utilize these funds in compliance with all federal and state requirements as to benefit the community; and,

WHEREAS, the use of the funds is designed to promote job opportunities for low-and-moderate income persons; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has utilized its experience and expertise to prudently establish a program to promote the creation of job opportunities for low-and-moderate income persons.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Washington hereby names the City of Washington Downtown Development Authority as the Loan Review Committee for the City of Washington Revolving Loan Fund One.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that projects requesting financing assistance from the Washington Revolving Loan Fund One shall be accepted on a city-wide basis.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that fixed-assets loans may be made at that interest rate and term necessary and sufficient to create job opportunities for low-and-moderate income persons.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be provided to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs for its records.

ADOPTED, at the regular meeting of the Washington, Georgia, Mayor and City Council, held April 14, 2008.

RESOLUTION – GA CITIES WEEK, APRIL 20-26, 2008

On motion by Pope, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution designating April 20-26, 2008, as Georgia Cities Week.  

A RESOLUITON OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON RECOGNIZING GEORGIA CITIES WEEK, APRIL 20-26, 2008, AND ENCOURAGING ALL CITIZENS TO SUPPORT THE CELEBRATION AND CORRESPONDING ACTIVITIES.

WHEREAS, city government is the closest to most citizens, and the one with the most direct daily impact upon its residents; and,

WHEREAS, city government is administered for and by its citizens, and is dependent upon public commitment to and understanding of its many responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, city government officials and employees share the responsibility to pass along their understanding of public services and their benefits; and

WHEREAS, Georgia Cities Week is a very important time to recognize the important role played by city government in our lives; and

WHEREAS, this week offers an important opportunity to spread the word to all the citizens of Georgia that they can shape and influence this branch of government which is closest to the people; and

WHEREAS, the Georgia Municipal Association and its member cities have joined together to teach students and other citizens about municipal government through a variety of different projects and information; and

WHEREAS, Georgia Cities Week offers an important opportunity to convey to all the citizens of Georgia that they can shape and influence government through their civic involvement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON DECLARES APRIL 20-26, 2008, AS GEORGIA CITIES WEEK.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON ENCOURAGES ALL CITIZENS, CITY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THAT THIS WEEK IS RECOGNIZED AND CELEBRATED ACCORDINGLY.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City of Washington on April 14, 2008.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Mayor Burns advised that the City of Washington has been awarded a Brownfield Grant to identify hazardous materials.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:40 PM.

                                                 ________________________________________MAYOR

                                                 ________________________________________CLERK

