REGULAR MEETING

MAY 9, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, May 9, 2011, 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, council members Barnett,  Cullars, Eaton, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors were the same as listed in the Public Hearing held on the same day.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Charles Jackson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the April 11, 2011 regular meeting.

MEETING AGENDA

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM UPDATE – ERIN POLLOCK

Erin Pollock gave the monthly update on tourism and highlighted upcoming events:  May 14 Cruise In on Square; May 16 freelance writers culinary tour; and May 21 the Buick Club Benefit Ride from Winterville to Washington.

 CHAMBER UPDATE

Jenny Reville, current Chamber president, reminded visitors of the upcoming Chamber After Hours on Wednesday,  May 18, at the Court Street Livery.  Secretary of State Brian Kemp will be the speaker.

POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE

Capt. Ware presented the monthly report for the Police Department.  Capt. Ware advised that officers had patrolled the Whitehall crosswalk area, but that limbs needed to be cut back in the vicinity of the crosswalk.
MAIN STREET/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

David Jenkins advised that the GEFA Energy Audit program is ongoing.  Those interested should contact Mildred Hudson through the City of Washington Business Office.

Jenkins worked today with a potential business prospect and with a local industry on an expansion project.

There have been two inquiries recently from film production companies.

JUDY ANDERSON

Judy Anderson, former Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, came before council to counter charges made at the April meeting of council that she had “fired” Maeozie Anthony who was employed by the Welcome Center; and, to ask for a public apology from Mayor Burns.

Mayor Burns advised that he stood by his comments and thought that the News Reporter clarified his comments.

BOB HAUGHEY – SPECIAL OPERATIONS WARRIOR FOUNDATION

Bob Haughey advised of a sporting clay shoot to be held October 22, 2011, sponsored by the Elberton Gun Club, which will benefit the Special Operations Warrior Foundation.  Sponsorships are:  corporations - $1000; individuals - $500.

DDA MEETING

Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held May 19, 2011, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES

SOIL EROSION ORDINANCE

City Administrator Eskew presented updates to the city’s soil erosion ordinance for council approval.  On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 the updated ordinance.  A copy of the ordinance in its entirety is on file in the office of the City Clerk.

2010 BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS:

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved resolution adopting 2010 fourth quarter budget adjustments 5 to 1.  Council member Barnett voted against the motion.  A copy of the adjustments is on file in the office of the City Clerk.
FOURTH QUARTER BUDGET ADJUSTMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010

WHEREAS, the City Council approved a budget for fiscal year 2010 for the City of Washington in November 2009;

WHEREAS, the budget requires adjustment from time to time as circumstances change; and,

WHEREAS, these adjustments maintain a balanced budget for all funds;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the adjustments to the budget listed on “Attachment A”, attached hereto and made part of this Resolution is hereby adopted.

Adopted this 9th day of May, 2011.

POOL MANAGER – GREG WILKINSON

City Administrator Eskew introduced Greg Wilkinson, Pool Manager, to council and visitors.

Mr. Wilkinson advised that he looks forward to everyone working together to make a success of the pool.  Lifeguards will be members of the UGA dive team and will also act as pool operators.  May 30th is the target date for pool opening and hours have been set for pool operation.

COUNCIL REPORTS
BARNETT:  Council member Barnett asked about references for the engineering firm handling the pool design/construction; and, about change orders issued during construction.  Barnett made a motion to halt construction for two weeks to seek additional information on engineering/design firm, second by Pope; council voted 3 to 3 with council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt voting against the motion.  Mayor Burns chose not to break the tie vote.  Barnett made a motion to have an executive session at the end of the regular meeting to discuss a legal matter, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0.

POPE:  Council member voiced concern with the “high” cost of pool design.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked an explanation of city revenue and expenses as it relates to MEAG.

Rainey also pointed out that with the current charter; the council has the most power as an elected body, with the mayor as CEO having less power.
TUTT:  Council member Tutt reported speeding cars on Lovelace Way and asked for speed bumps to be installed.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars thanked the Mayor, City Administrator and City Attorney for the excellent jobs  they  have done while in office.

EATON:  Council member Eaton submitted her resignation from council after some 13 ½ years of service.

Mayor Burns advised that with the resignation of Eaton a vacancy on council exists and asked that council approve a resolution calling for a Special Election to be held on June 21, 2011, to fill the unexpired term.

On motion by Pope, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 the resolution as follows:

WHEREAS, there exists a vacancy in the office of City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, District 2 due to the resignation of Pamela L.G. Eaton; and

WHEREAS, the election of a replacement member of the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia to represent the Citizens of District 2 and to serve out the unexpired term of Council member Pamela L.G. Eaton should proceed without unnecessary delay;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the remaining members of the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, that the Wilkes County Board of Elections and Registration be immediately requested to call an election to fill said vacancy.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Qualifying Fee for the election to fill said vacancy is hereby set at $108.00.

This Resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, this the 9th day of May, 2011.

On motion by Barnett, second by Pope, to table the previously approved executive session to handle a legal matter until the June regular meeting, council approved 4 to 1, with Council member Tutt voting against the motion.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Pope, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 7:43 PM.

                                                   ______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   ______________________________________CLERK
