REGULAR MEETIING

MAY 11, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, May 11, 2009, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Council member Avery was out of town.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Davis.

Visitors included:  Valerie Ferrell, David Jenkins, Susie Sims, Carol Cartledge, Michael Wylie, Marshall Waters III, Bill Steed, Allan Soto, Ashley Barnett, Karen Carter and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Council member Pope followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held April 13, 2009, the committee meetings held April 21, 22, 23 and the council retreat held April 28, pending corrections to the retreat minutes.
AGENDA APPROVED
On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT
Mrs. Barnett advised that there has been an increase of 15 % in visitors during the past year and that SPLOST and LOST are up some 8%.

CHAMBER – ALLAN SOTO


Mr. Soto advised that the Chamber has some 155 current members.  Mr. Soto also advised of upcoming ribbon cutting events for new local businesses:  The Bootrack, ProCleaning and Washington Antiques.

RESOLUTION – FOXWOOD SENIOR VILLAGE

On motion by Cullars, second by Pope, council approved Foxwood Senior Village resolution 5 to 0 as follows:
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF FOXWOOD SENIOR VILLAGE AS A SENIOR RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY

WHEREAS, Foxwood Senior Apartments, L.P. proposed to construct a 48-unit apartment community known as Foxwood Senior Village in the City of Washington; and

WHEREAS, it appears that the construction of said residential apartment community will provide an affordable senior apartment community for older persons (+55 years old) and will be in the best interest of residents of Washington, Georgia, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of Washington that enthusiastic support is hereby granted to Foxwood Senior Apartments, L.P. for the development and financing of the aforementioned project.

PASSED THIS 11TH DAY OF MAY, 2009.

RESOLUTION – DCA CDBG STIMULUS APPLICATION

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 5 to 0 the following resolution:
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington supports the creation of jobs within the borders of Wilkes County; and,

WHEREAS, the Cornell Corporation has expressed a strong interest in establishing a new location in Wilkes County with the establishment of a manufacturing facility that could employ up to twenty-five (25) employees; and,

WHEREAS, the current planned location of the facility is within the incorporated area of the City of Washington; and,
WHEREAS, regulations of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs requires that the City of Washington serve as the lead applicant for this project; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington will benefit from the creation of new job opportunities within its corporate boundaries and the Cornell Corporation will benefit from an expansion into the Southeast and Georgia in particular.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Washington, that Mayor W.E. Burns is authorized to undertake the required actions and sign all documents necessary for the City of Washington to submit a FFY 2009 CDBG Stimulus Application to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs as the lead applicant.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Washington on May 11, 2009.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Mike Davis presented the monthly report and advised that two officer candidates are currently in school.  

Chief Davis was asked about a vandalism of Council member Cullars vehicle and also about enforcement of the code prohibiting posters on utility poles.

COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA will meet on Thursday, May 21, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett asked that DOT be contacted about installation of a caution light at the intersection of Andrew Drive and Highway 47.

Barnett also inquired about a Brownfield’s study on properties on West Robert Toombs Avenue.  Phase II environmental testing will begin later in May.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked about possible stimulus funds for job creation for youth (14-24 yrs) and older workers (55+).

Mahoney further thanked the Public Works department for clean up work in District I.

POPE:  Council member Pope reported continued complaints regarding Comcast Cable service.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked that the city look into the possibility of taking utility payments through debit/credit cards.

TEMPORARY USE PERMIT – SECTION 90-745

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 a one year extension of a temporary use permit for Susie Bradley for property located on Lexington Avenue.

DDA APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Burns asked council’s concurrence in his recommendation of Pam Eaton and Debra Rainey for the DDA Board.
Council member Pope made the motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendations; council member Barnett seconded the motion.  Council member Cullars then nominated M.V. Booker and Jeanne Davis-Blair for the DDA Board.  After further discussion, Council member Cullars made a motion to table the matter until a future meeting, second by Mahoney, council approved motion 4 to 1 with council member Eaton abstaining.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION APPOINTMENT

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 0 the appointment of Nancy Farris to fill the unexpired term of Deb Talley DeShazo on the Historic Preservation Commission.

WASHINGTON, DC – STIMULUS MEETING
Mayor Burns asked council approval for meal expenses related to a Congressional Delegation stimulus meeting in Washington, DC.

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved request 4 to 1 with council member Barnett voting against motion.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
