REGULAR MEETING

MAY 12, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, May 12, 2008, 6 PM at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney representative Stephen Brown.

Visitors attending were:  Norris Ware, Linda G. Echols, Kenneth Echols, Johnny Cobb, George Bell, Jr., Loretta Fanning, Felicia Browner, Barbara Ricciuti, Allan Zima, John Scott, Latisa King, Archecia Ann Cullars, Susan H. Pope, Edward Franklin, Robert Geiger, Annie Wilkerson, M.V. Booker, Eron Wilkinson, Minimarie Wilkinson, Demetrice Porter, Debra Talley, Peggy Anderson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held April 14, 2008.

AGENDA APPROVED

Council member Barnett requested that he be added to the agenda under council reports.  On motion by Barnett, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the agenda with the addition of Barnett under council reports.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held May 22, 2008, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

Eaton also reported on a proposed Historic South Alexander Neighborhood Association.  Each council member received a packet with proposed efforts by the Association outlined.  Further discussion of these proposals will be handled at the May 14, 2008, Council Retreat.
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney voiced concerns about the Southwest 
Redevelopment Plan:  where are we at?; has there been formal conversations with each property owner?; where are new roads/alleyways planned?; the moratorium was enacted before citizens were contacted; were letters sent to each property owner?  Council member Mahoney requested copies of all documentation.  

Council member Mahoney was advised that 3 to 4 hours will be dedicated to discussions about the redevelopment plan at the May 14, 2008 Council Retreat.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett distributed to council members emails, pictures, and other concerns that local citizens had contacted him about.  Council member Barnett requested that council study this information and perhaps address the issues at the May 14, 2008 Council Retreat.
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 a one year extension for a Temporary Use Permit as allowed under Code 90-745 for Susie F. Bradley at 406 Lexington Avenue.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

City Administrator Eskew presented a request for a 4-way stop at the intersection of North Jefferson and Court Streets.  City staff will study the intersection and make a recommendation to council.

RESOLUTION – BROWNFIELD-HAZARDOUS WASTE

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington is fully committed to preserving the quality of life and exemplary quality of the natural environment; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington supports the creation and continuance of job opportunities for the citizens of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, environmental contamination or perceived environmental contamination leads to properties being known as “brownfield properties” with the result that they are less able to support economic activity and subsequent job activity; and,

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency has approved a proposal of the City of Washington to submit a funding request to conduct Brownfield Assessments due to potential Hazardous Waste contamination.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Washington authorizes the Mayor of the City of Washington to undertake and direct all actions necessary for the submission of the funding request to be submitted to the United States Environmental Protection Agency.

ADOPTED THIS 12TH DAY OF MAY, 2008, at the regular meeting of the Washington City Council.

RESOLUTION – 13TH COLONY TRAILS

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution in support of the 13th Colony Trails.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington recognizes the important economic impact of tourism for the economy of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington recognizes that the creation of a “13th Colony Trail” heritage tourism trail would create additional opportunities for tourists to visit the City of Washington and to spend the evening; and,

WHEREAS, the identification of Revolutionary War resources is necessary to create the tourism product that will be marketed as “The 13th Colony Trail”; and,

WHEREAS, the Georgia Rural Economic Development Center can provide up to $25,000 to fund the inventory of Revolutionary War resources throughout the potential “13th Colony Trail.”

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Washington authorizes the Mayor of the City of Washington to complete a project contract with the Georgia Rural Economic Development Center and an appropriate researcher that will utilize Georgia Rural Economic Development Center funding for the project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Washington is the project applicant for administrative purposes and commits no cash funds for the project.

ADOPTED THIS 12TH DAY OF MAY, 2008, at the regular meeting of the Washington City Council.

COUNCIL REPORTS

POPE:  Council member Pope thanked city employees for the work put into making Washington look beautiful during the recent Tour de Georgia.

AVERY:  Council member Avery requested that citizens remember in prayer Hal (Sonny) Barnes, who recently had surgery in an Augusta hospital.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked the status of broadcasting of council meetings.  City Administrator Eskew advised that last month’s meeting DVD was bad; this month’s meeting DVD will be sent to Comcast on May 13, 2008.

Cullars also suggested having an Employee Day for City of Washington employees.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Mayor Burns advised those present that all actions related to the Southwest Redevelopment Plan has been discussed with residents, property owners and/or discussed at length by council in open meetings.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved adjournment at 6:30 PM.

                                                   ______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   ______________________________________CLERK
 
