























































REGULAR MEETING
MAY 13, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, May 13, 2013, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present are listed in the work session minutes held on the same date.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Dennis Quinn followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of committee meetings held April 5, 2013, the work session held April 8, 2013, the regular meeting held April 8, 2013, public hearings held April 26, 2013, and committee meetings held April 26, 2013.

MEETING AGENDA:  On motion by Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

ATHENS TECH:  Mr. Jerry Barrow of Athens Tech thanked the city and county for renovations to the Academy building for use by Athens Tech and the Adult Education Center.  Mrs. Corey Miller, Adult Education Director, advised that there are some 93 students in the GED classes and that it is encouraging that those numbers are up.  Ms. Anna Jones is the business and industry training director for Athens Tech.

CITY POOL – GREG WILKINSON:  City Pool Manager Greg Wilkinson distributed to council the summer 2013 pool schedule.  The pool will open on Saturday, May 25, 2013 and will be open Tuesday through Friday until Labor Day.  Swimming lessons will be offered during the month of June for a fee of $30.

STREET RENAMING REQUEST:  Rev. Patricia Wilder submitted the proper letter and request that Mercer Street from the intersection of Whitehall Street be re-named to Rev. G.L. Avery Drive to honor his memory and many civic and political accomplishments.  Council assured Mrs. Wilder that work would begin immediately to see that this request is met.  Mrs. Wilder offered her assistance in contacting the 17 parcel owners that this would affect.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  David Jenkins advised of a June 22, 2013, Housing Counseling Session on credit and identity theft.  This class will be taught by Barbara Bacon at the Mary Willis Library.

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON URBAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN II:  David Jenkins requested council approval of a resolution to adopt an Urban Redevelopment Plan and designate the City of Washington, Georgia, as an Urban Redevelopment Agency.  Adoption of this resolution will extend the current SWWURP.  Council was provided copies of the resolution in their meeting packets.

On motion by Scarborough, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the resolution as presented.  A copy of the resolution is contained in the minute file in the Office of the City Clerk.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Council reviewed the monthly report.  Council member Harris requested that the department slow down motorcycle traffic through down.  A citizen requested that the crosswalk at the square be more closely monitored.

DAVID CHESNUT – KETTLE CREEK BATTLEFIELD DRAWING DONATION:  Mr. David Chesnut presented a pen and ink drawing which he requested be included in the Historical Museum’s Kettle Creek Battle display of artifacts.  This drawing is on loan to the Museum.  Mr. Chesnut also praised the efforts of Mr. Jenkins in seeking grants to further work on preserving the Kettle Creek Battle site.

TRUCK TRAFFIC ON RESIDENTIAL STREETS:  Mr. Richard Crabbe, a resident of South Jefferson Street, reported a problem with big truck traffic on small residential neighborhood streets.  Mr. Crabbe reported that he has contacted the Police Department about this problem and was advised that GPS devices direct truck traffic through those streets.  Mr. Crabbe requested that the Police Department enforce city ordinance prohibiting truck traffic and more signage.

BARBARA NORMAN – LIGHT BILL ISSUE:  Mrs. Norman reported a problem with some utility accounts in her name.  Mayor Barnett received her information and will look into the matter.

[bookmark: _GoBack]CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT:  Chamber Executive Director Lyndon Amis reported that the Chamber is functioning well and reported on several “Grand Opening” events.  Mr. Amis was questioned about why Jackson Chapel was not included in the recent Tour of Homes.  The Tour of Homes is a Kiwanis Club and Woman’s Club event.  A member from the Kiwanis Club volunteered to take the contact information for Jackson Chapel and assured those present that the church would be included in next year’s tour.

TOURISM REPORT:  Ms. Erin Pollock reported on recent tour groups from Atlanta and the recent spring Cruise In on the square.  Ms. Pollock reminded those present of the upcoming fireworks event on July 3, 2013.  Vendor spaces are still available and donations may be made at the Chamber or F & M Bank.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett thanked the Streets and Police Department for their work in getting things in shape for the funeral of Rev. G.L. Avery.  There had been severe storms in the area that weekend.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reminded those present that beginning July 1, 2013, the city business office will be accepting credit card payments in office.  Internet credit card payments will continue.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt reported that council members Harris, Rainey and Scarborough had been appointed to work with David Jenkins to develop ideas on creating jobs and new activities to generate revenue.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked Pool Operator Wilkinson on his presentation on summer 2013 pool activities.

Rainey asked the status of work done a $0 based budgeting.  Committees are working with three year history reports to develop budget requirements.

Data supplied by PinPoint GeoTech was used recently during an ISO audit to accurately identify placement of fire hydrants.

The City is currently working with a landscape architect to identify type and size shrubs needed around the Black Patriots Monument.

Foxwood Senior Development is proceeding.

Rainey requested that the Historic Properties Committee work to develop ideas for revenue generation at Callaway Plantation.

Rainey asked for information on when the URA meets.  The URA meets the third Tuesday of each month at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The agenda is set by the members of the Authority.

Rainey advised that two new police officer positions were included in the 2013 budget and that by ordinance the City Administrator has the authority to hire personnel.  It was pointed out that the City Personnel Policy states that the Administrator must gain concurrence of the affected council committee before a new hire.  After discussion, a police committee meeting will be scheduled to discuss police officer positions.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:

City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of a Resolution supporting an Intergovernmental Contract between the City and County to guarantee an EIP loan of $500,000 to Callaway Farms Manufacturing, LLC.  

On motion by Tutt, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the Intergovernmental contract.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the office of the City Clerk.

City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of a beer and wine by the drink application received from Jeremy Frazier for a business operating as CJ’s Pizzeria located at 106 Court Street.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the request pending background checks.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:24 PM.
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