























































REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 2, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 2, 2014, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members R. Armour, T. Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were Interim City Administrator Crawford, City Attorney Fleming, City Financial Coordinator/Administrator Bailey and Police Chief Glenn.  City Clerk Danner was on vacation.

There were some 213 signed visitors attending the meeting.  A copy of all sign-in sheets are in the minute file in the Office of the City Clerk.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Lance Pitts followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of a called meeting held May 9, 2014 and the Work Session, Public Hearing and Regular meetings held on May 12, 2014.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AGENDA APPROVED:   On motion by Scarborough, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda, moving the Mayor’s Comments to item 4 and adding a URA appointment under the City Administrator’s items.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett gave a brief history of city expenses and revenues over the last few years.  Barnett advised that it is his desire to run the city efficiently and to spend money wisely.  The operations of each department will be looked at closely, but in order to cut utility costs, the budget must be cut.  Mayor Barnett is concerned with the use of city reserves to balance the operating budget.

Mayor Barnett presented a slide presentation showing sources of revenues and expenses over the last few years.  Mayor Barnett stated that options for Police Department must be talked about and looked into.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Annie Wilkinson presented to council a packet containing a citizen signed petition that addresses keeping the Police Department.  Mrs. Wilkinson asked that Council study this packet and give serious thought to keeping the Washington Police Department as it is now.

Ms. Jeanne Davis Blair, owner of Southern Elegance Bed and Breakfast, asked that council consider the impact on businesses and property owners before dis-banning the Police Department.  Ms. Blair also advised that some thought be given to combining city/county governments.

Mr. Eddie Finnell advised council that he felt that the city had been given a sign with two local recent murders within the city limits.  Mr. Finnell asked that the budget be trimmed from all departments, not just through elimination of the Police Department.

Rev. Lance Pitts asked that council consider the security and safety of all citizens and further asked that some type of feasibility study be done on the need for a Police Department.

ATHENS TECH – COREY MILLER:  Mrs. Corey Miller, Director of the Washington campus of Athens Tech, advised that Athens Tech is working to improve economic growth in Wilkes County.  From May 2013 through March 2014 some 28 persons received their GED’s through the Washington campus of Athens Tech.  Mrs. Miller advised that some 35% of Wilkes County citizens do not have a high school diploma or GED.  Mrs. Miller encouraged everyone to support and utilize the local Athens Tech.

FAMILY CONNECTONS – AMETHYST WYNN:  Ms. Amethyst Wynn, Director of Family Connections, thanked the City for support of their budget.  Ms. Wynn also gave a breakdown of where the funding comes from for her programs.  There will be some 200 children involve in the July Summer Program.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked City Attorney Fleming for clarification on the responsibilities of a Mayor Pro Tem.  Attorney Fleming advised that the City Charter sets forth the term/rotation of the Mayor Pro Tem and that the responsibility is to run a meeting in the absence of the Mayor.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt urged that actions concerning the Police Department be slowed down and that further all departments should be looked at closely concerning budget cuts.  

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reminded Mayor Barnett that Barnett was on council when approval for all expenses outlined in the Mayor’s slide presentation were made.

Cullars further stated that he would advise all businesses to seek rate reductions as recently granted to the Hospital for electric and water services.

POLICE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  Chief Glenn answered questions about the submitted monthly department report relating to controlled substances.  Chief Glenn also answered questions from council about fines and operating budget for the department.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATES:
RESOLUTION-MEAG/VOGTLE AMENDMENT:  City Administrator Crawford asked for council approval of a MEAG/Vogtle Resolution which will lower the bond rating lower the interest rate for the City.

On motion by Scarborough, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the MEAG/Vogtle resolution.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Minutes File in the Office of the City Clerk.

SIGNATURES-MEAG COMPETITIVE TRUST ACCOUNTS:   City Administrator Crawford asked that council approve having the Mayor and City Administrator Bailey designated as signatures for all MEAG Competitive Trust Accounts.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved this request 6 to 0.

MEAG VOTING DELEGATE:  City Administrator Crawford asked that council approve naming the Mayor and City Administrator Bailey as voting delegate and alternate for the MEAG Board annual meeting.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved the recommendation 4 to 2.  Council members Rainey and Cullars voted against the motion.

POLE ATTACHMENT FEE CONTRACT:  City Administrator Crawford asked for council approval of a contract with McLean Engineering in the amount of $1854.00 to accurately count use of city poles by Comcast and Wilkes Telephone.  There is some $11,000 in projected revenue from an accurate count.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved contract 6 to 0.

LEASE PURCHASE – SKID/LOADER FOR PUBLIC WORKS:  City Administrator Crawford asked for council approval of a lease/purchase agreement with GMA for a skid/loader for Public Works in the amount of $19,500.  This equipment is currently budgeted as rental equipment.  On motion by P. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved lease/purchase 6 to 0.

CONCRETE WORK/FIRE DEPARTMENT:  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to table the opening of bids for concrete work at the Fire Department until required advertising has been completed.

CITY SIGNATURE ACCOUNTS:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to remove interim City Administrator H. Carter Crawford from all bank signature accounts and also to add newly appointed City Administrator Sherri D. Bailey to all bank signature accounts.  All transactions will require two of the three approved signatures:  Mayor, City Administrator and City Clerk.

APPOINTMENT TO URA BOARD:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 appointing Robin Booker to the URA Board.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment of the meeting.

                                                                                           ___________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                           ___________________________________CLERK 

