REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 9, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 9, 2008, at 6 PM at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Police Chief Davis and City Attorney representative Stephen Brown.

Visitors present were:  M. V. Booker, Carol Cartledge, Norris Ware, Jackie Gale, Barbara Ricciuti, Jim Davidson, Sue Davidson, Marilyn Pasco, Ashley Barnett, Gloria Wheatley, Cindy R. Bounds, David Jenkins, Archecia Ann Cullars, Justin Hunter, Meiko Mays, Latisa King, Loretta Fanning, Lizzie Gartrell, Angela Wynn, Annie R. Wilkinson, Rachel Jackson, Wanda Campbell Patrick, Linda Anderson, Susan Pope, Edward Pope III, Peggy Anderson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held May 12, 2008 and the Council Retreat held May 14, 2008.

AGENDA ITEMS APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the agenda as presented adding David Jenkins under Recognition of Visitors and Council member Mahoney under Council Reports.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT

Mrs. Barnett advised that fundraising is underway for the 4th of July fireworks event with activities beginning in the early afternoon on the 4th.

Mrs. Barnett also advised of upcoming events:  June 12 – book signing at the Chamber; June 27 – GA State Visitors center; June 28 – ribbon cutting at Restore Galore at noon; and, September 27 – Little Miss/Mr. Wilkes County pageant.

CHAMBER UPDATE
Chamber treasurer, Ed Pope III, thanked council for enforcement of the sign ordinance and further requested that additional parking is needed around the square area.

Mr. Pope also advised of a “Business After Hours” to be held on July 31, 2008, 6-9 PM at the Chamber.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Mike Davis distributed the monthly report for the Police Department and also advised that six officers had completed requirements for Master’s Degrees in Criminal Justice from Troy State University.

ANIMAL CONTROL – GLORIA WHEATLEY

Mrs. Wheatley advised those present of new Georgia laws relating to dog fighting and raising/breeding dogs for such purposes.  Mrs. Wheatley also discussed problems with local feral dog packs.

Mrs. Wheatley encouraged animal owners to have their pets spayed or neutered.

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Main Street Director David Jenkins advised of DCA training on June 12 for Main Street Managers.

Mr. Jenkins also advised that the Brownfields Hazardous Waste grant in the amount of $200,000 has been approved.  There will be mandated training in Nashville later this year.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

EATON:   Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held on June 26, 2008, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars advised of a company that will come to a local location on a periodic basis to shred documents for individuals to thwart identity theft.  Council member Cullars and City Administrator Eskew will obtain more information and report back to council.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that cameras purchased from Mastech be completely installed and in working order within the next 30 days.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:

City Administrator Eskew requested that council consider a called meeting to go over proposed ordinance changes prepared by the CSRA RDC.  Council scheduled the called meeting for June 30, 2008, at 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Council also set July 17, 2008, as the day for committee meetings.  City Administrator Eskew will work with each committee member for appropriate times.

COMCAST SERVICE

Ms. Carol Cartledge requested that the City attempt to have Comcast address issues relating to poor cable television service.

Ms. Cartledge also endorsed the shredding service proposed by Council member Cullars earlier in the meeting as a much needed service to individuals.

CITY SERVICES – TRASH/GRASS CUTTING

Mr. Norris Ware advised that the city might consider deleting trash and grass cutting services on Saturdays as a way to save both overtime money and gas expense.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:31 PM.

                                                 _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                 _______________________________________CLERK 
