




















REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 10, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 10, 2013, at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present were the same as listed in the Work Session held on same date.

Rev. Arthur Key opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the work session held May 13, the regular meeting held May 13, and a Police Committee meeting held May 20, 2013.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT:  Director Lyndon Amis reported that the deposit for the July fireworks has been made, but donations are still needed to fund the display.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – DAVID JENKINS:  Jenkins reported that the Pope Conference Center calendar is very busy with many weekend events; the partnership with GA Southern University for a virtual incubator is open to Wilkes County businesses; the Gordon Street School property proposal for demolition is available to further study by council; the Norman Street CDBG is progressing.

Jenkins asked for council approval of a square event to be held May 10, 2014, the spring Cruise In.  On motion by Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 this event.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Council member Rainey commended Chief Glenn on the police presence at a weekend event held on Whitehall Street.  

Rainey also asked about the status of a new hire for the department and requested over-time budget information.

JEREMY FRAZIER:  Jeremy Frazier, owner/operator of CJ’s Pizzeria, invited council to visit his newly opened business on Court Street.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett asked for council approval for the re-appointment of Hattie Callaway and Clifford Jones to the Senior Citizens Advisory Council.  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved appointments 6 to 0.

Mayor Barnett advised that the pool is open and that swimming lessons are on-going.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  City Attorney Fleming presented a request change to the Ethic Ordinance for council approval.  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved change 3-3-1.  Council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion breaking the tie vote.    Change to the Ethics Ordinance follows:
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE RULES OF PROCEDURE IN REGARDS TO HEARINGS CONDUCTED FOLLOWING AN ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE ETHICS ORDINANCE
WHEREAS, the City wishes to amend the investigation and hearings section of the Ethics Ordinance in order to provide for a procedural change in the event a hearing is held on an alleged violation of the City’s Ethics Ordinance; and
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAIN as follows:
SECTION 1:  That Chapter 2 (Administration), Article IV, Section 2-234, Paragraph ( c ) of the Code of Ordinances, City of Washington, Georgia, is hereby amended to read as follows:
	Section 2-234: Investigation and hearings.
		(c)  If a hearing is warranted, the mayor shall conduct said hearing with a quorum of the council present.  If the complaint is against the mayor, the mayor pro tem shall conduct the hearing.  Any elected official that either files a complaint or is the subject of a complaint shall abstain from participating or voting in the hearing except for presenting the facts or issues of the complaint or establishing a defense against a complaint at the hearing.

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL:
[bookmark: _GoBack]CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked about inspection procedures for the Foxwood Development.  City Administrator Eskew advised that the city is inspecting the water and sewer system because at the completion of construction the water and sewer system will be deeded back to the city.  Council member Cullars asked that a representative from Foxwood attend the July meeting.

Council member Cullars asked that the City work with the GA DOT in extending sidewalks to the intersection of GA 44 and Skull Shoals Road.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt reported on recent information that he had received from Corey Miller of Athens Tech.  Washington-Wilkes has a graduation rate of 60% and a un-employment rate of 10.9%.  Companies looking to locate here look first at the possible workforce; so any gains in education are very important.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  City Administrator Eskew advised that the City had received a grant from the GA DOT to help with striping and signage on city streets.  This grant requires no monetary match.  Work will begin in 2014.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved adjournment at 6:32 PM.
                                                                                              ____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                              ____________________________________CLERK


