REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 11, 2007

The regular monthly meeting of the Mayor and City Council was held on Monday, June 11, 2007, 7:30 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Asst. Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present were:  Robert Geiger, Edward Franklin, Ames Barnett, Ashley Barnett, William Bishop, Norris Ware, Marshall Waters III, Ronnie Futch, David Jenkins, Rev. William O. Boyd, Clara Sutton, Annie R. Wilkinson, Peggy Anderson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Rev. Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the council retreat held May 9, 2007, a public hearing held May 11, 2007, a public hearing held May 14, 2007 and the regular meeting held May 14, 2007 pending a typographical error.

DAVID JENKINS – MAIN STREET UPDATE

Main Street Director David Jenkins advised that Avigenics had received a One Georgia grant and would hire some 8 hi-tech employees.  Jenkins also advised that work on the Brownfields grant would begin late September 2007.
ASHLEY BARNETT – TOURISM UPDATE

Mrs. Barnett advised that hotel/motel tax collections were up some 35% over the same period in 2006.  Mrs. Barnett also advised of a full-page ad in the June – December 2007 issues of the Savannah Lakes magazine.

Mrs. Barnett noted that BiLo is again hosting the celebrity baggers to raise money for the July 4th fireworks celebration and urged council members to take part in this event.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT


Capt. Glenn of the Police Department presented the monthly report for the department and entertained questions.  The report was received as information.

NORRIS WARE – CONCERNS

Mr. Ware advised of some concerns he has regarding the use of city streets by large loaded log trucks and loaded transfer trucks.  Mr. Ware also noted that the city limits sign on GA 44 East has been down for some time and also reported that repair of a culvert at the intersection of Center Street and Hospital Drive needs to be addressed.

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS


EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the monthly DDA meeting will be held June 21, 2007, 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked the status of the swimming pool feasibility study and was advised that the study should be received mid-week.

Mahoney also requested that council address the relief of sewer billing from accounts that have used the water to fill swimming pools.  The issue will be addressed by the Water and Sewer Council Committee during their meeting of June 18, 2007, at 4:30 PM.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew reminded council of their committee meetings scheduled for June 18, 2007.

Eskew also reminded council of activities scheduled during the upcoming GMA convention.  Mayor Burns will be elected 1st Vice President of GMA District 7 which means he will be a voting GMA board member.

RESOLUTION – SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN

On motion by Cullars, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the adoption of the Solid Waste Management Plan.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, the Standards and Procedures of the Georgia Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Act, which are intended to provide a framework to facilitate and encourage integrated, comprehensive solid waste management planning at the local, multi-jurisdictional, and regional levels, have been met;

WHEREAS, the Washington City Council has received a letter indicating that the Georgia Department of Community Affairs has reviewed the draft Wilkes County/Rayle/Tignall/Washington Joint Solid Waste Management Plan 10-Year update and found it to be in compliance with the Minimum Planning Standards and Procedures for Solid Waste Management;

WHEREAS, the Washington City Council is required to adopt the Wilkes County/Rayle/Tignall/Washington Joint Solid Waste Management Plan 10-Year update in order to retain eligibility for solid waste permits, grants, and loans.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Washington City Council does hereby adopt the Wilkes County/Rayle/Tignall/Washington Joint Solid Waste Management Plan 10-Year update.

Adopted this 11th day of June, 2007.

TIME CHANGE FOR REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Mayor Burns requested that Council consider permanently changing the time of the regular meetings from 7:30 PM to 6 PM on the second Monday of each month.

On motion by Mahoney, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 a permanent change to 6 PM for the regular meetings of council.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

                                                 ________________________________________MAYOR

                                                 ________________________________________CLERK 
 
