JUNE 13, 2011

REGULAR MEETING

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 13, 2011, 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Barnett, Cullars, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Asst. Police Chief Glenn.

 Visitors included:  Joylita Booker, Clara Sutton, Charles Leverette, Rosella Harden, Shameco Tutt, Aleah McWilliams, Carrington Tutt, Maxine Callaway, Linda Anderson, Christine Acree, Johnny Wilkinson, Cindy Bounds, Norris Ware, Carol Cartledge, Travis Armour, Bettye Armour, Mike Scarborough, Patricia Young, Darius Jenkins, Cathy Armour, Robert Armour, Terry Thornton, Lorraine Goolsby, Bennie Goolsby, Jerry Ard, Beth Ard, Billy Hopkins, Rosemary Hopkins, Johnsie Hopkins, Robert Willingham, Henry Harris, Mary Dorsey, Barbara Ricciuti, Judy Anderson, Jane Newsome, Ann Tanner, Norma Hopkins, Patsy Winn, Herb Jones, Doug Abramson, Nellie Mills, Windy Harden, Jo’Venus Harden, Chiquita Harden, John Scott, Jack Garrett, Rachel Jackson, Barbara Burns, Billy Gartrell, Melanie Wells, Hattie Callaway, Tom Wells, Jeff Maddox, Edward Franklin, Robert Geiger, Kenneth Echols, Linda Echols, Annie R. Wilkinson, Carrisa Wade, Ruth Rogers, Mary Burt, Jennifer Sanders, Sonny Sanders, Charles Jackson, Mildred Hackney, Nancy Bell, George Brooks, John Horton, Patrick Howell, Sim Dill, Bruce Bailey, Joe Willis, David Jenkins, Susan Pope and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened with a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Cullars, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of a Public Hearing held on May 9, 2011 and the regular meeting held on May 9, 2011 pending adding of City Administrator and City Attorney an item under Council Reports by Cullars.

Mayor Burns read a procedure for decorum at meetings of council.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Doug Abramson introduced Herb Jones, plant manager at Hollander, a new Chamber Board member.  Mr. Jones updated council on the chamber’s interest in job growth efforts and youth activities.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Capt. Ware presented the monthly Police Department report.  Ware advised that a  police detail at the crosswalk on Whitehall Street resulted with one violation.

CLARA SUTTON – USE OF SQUARE

Ms. Sutton asked for use of the square on July 30, 2011, 6 to 9 PM for a music extravaganza which will be open to the community to offer diverse events on the square.  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved request 5 to 0.

UTILITY RATES – LINDA ANDERSON

Ms. Anderson asked about current utility rates and questioned that if a person running for the mayor’s position has said that if elected utility rates will be lowered why rates can’t be lowered at this time.
HENRY HARRIS – ELECTION NOTICE

Mr. Harris reminded those present from District 2 of the upcoming special election on June 21, 2011, to fill the unexpired term of Pamela Eaton.

PATRICK HOWELL – COMMUNITY CONCERNS

Mr. Howell read a prepared speech to council voicing concerns with the council/community’s inability to work together for a better tomorrow.

MAIN STREET/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATES
David Jenkins advised that the GEFA Energy Audits are ongoing through the end of the year.  For more information contact Mildred Hudson through the City Business Office.

Jenkins also reminded those present that donations are still being accepted for the July fireworks.  Donations may be made to the Chamber of Commerce.

Jenkins reported that work progresses on the black patriot monument.

The DDA will meet on Thursday, June 16, 2011, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

The URA will meet on Monday, June 20, 2011, 10:30 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

COUNCIL REPORTS

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked the City Administrator to give a brief synopsis of the difference in building a commercial and residential pool.

Tutt also thanked BiLo for the carnival held in their parking lot during the past weekend.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett advised that with the city having some 4200 residents, it cost some $100 per person to build the pool.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked Ms. Sutton for the planning of diverse activities for the downtown square.

Rainey also apologized to Ms. Anderson for no answer to her questions concerning utility rates.  Rainey further asked when the work would begin on the 2012 budget and was advised that work would begin in early fall 2011.

Rainey asked that revenue and expense figures for both the Museum and Callaway Plantation be provided for further budget study.

POPE:  Council member Pope expressed concern that clean-up work was done at Liberty Street Park only after an article in the News Reporter highlighted the less than desirable conditions at the park.  Pope was reminded that he is a member of the Parks and Recreation Board.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked the status of the Guardian Center.  He was advised that the Guardian Center is still a viable project.
Cullars submitted to the City Clerk a filing of a complaint for a violation of the city’s ethics ordinance by Council member Barnett during the April 2011 regular meeting of council.  City Attorney Fleming advised that Mayor Burns shall appoint a committee to investigate the complaint.

Cullars advised that utility rates will be addressed during budget development in the fall of 2011.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council voted 3 to 2 to raise council salary from $3600 to $8400 per year and the mayor’s salary from $7200 to $16,800 per year and further to have the City Attorney advise on the proper procedure to accomplish this goal.  Council members Barnett and Pope voted against the motion.

On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 5 to 0 to enter into an executive session at the end of the regular meeting to discuss a personnel matter.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES
City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of $6000 to supplement the Parks and Recreation Budget for a summer program.  This program will involve mentoring, arts and crafts, games and sports and some first aid instruction for children 5 to 16 years of age.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved request 5 to 0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council entered into a previously approved executive session at 6:52 PM to discuss a personnel matter.

On motion by Barnett, second by Tutt, council approved 5 to 0 to adjourn executive session at 7:18 PM.

On motion by Barnett, second by Rainey, council approved 5 to 0 to reconvene open session.

City Attorney Fleming advised that during executive session two personnel and three legal matters were discussed with no final action taken.
On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council authorized 5 to 0 that Mayor Burns shall sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 7:20 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
