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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 13, 2016, beginning at 6 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey and City Attorney Fleming.  City Clerk Danner was not present due to illness.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on June 13, 2016.

The meeting was opened in prayer by City Attorney Fleming, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented noting that Tommy Davis was not present and that the Executive Session will deal with a legal matter, a real estate matter and a personnel matter.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that the DDA term of Joey Fievet will expire and requested council approval to re-appoint Joey Fievet to the DDA Board.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 4 to 2.  Voting against the motion were council members Rainey and Tutt.

CITY ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Fleming advised council of procedure to change the City Charter by Homerule.  The proposed change deals with the way Municipal Court Appeals will be handled in the future.  Currently, Municipal Court appeals are heard by the Mayor and City Council; and, if approved, all Municipal Court Appeals will go directly to the Superior Court of Wilkes County.

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney expressed some concern with the performance of the Housing Authority as it relates to the maintenance of housing units.  Mahoney suggested putting people on the Board that will work to make sure proper maintenance is done on the units.  Mahoney was advised that State law governs the terms of the Board and that Board appointments are made by the Mayor.

Mahoney advised that he has received numerous calls about sewage backup into homes.  Council was advised that in 1997 City Ordinance required the installation of backflow preventers on all residential and commercial customers.  Notices were sent to all customers at that time.  Mahoney asked that customer again be notified, perhaps through the monthly newsletter.

Mahoney asked when the new garbage truck would be put into service.  Mahoney was advised that once all new dumpsters have been received and in place, then the new truck would be put into service.  Target date of August first to be fully operational.

Mahoney thanked Anne Floyd for the update on the 2015 CDBG project.

Mahoney extended his sympathies to the family of a recent Alabama Street murder victim.  Mahoney expressed that council receipt of a monthly Sheriff Department report may have seen a rise in calls/violence in this area at an earlier time.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:
2015 FINAL BUDGET AMENDMENTS:   City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of the submitted 2015 Final Budget Amendments so that auditor’s may submit the annual audit to the State by the June 30th deadline.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 4 to 2.  Voting against the motion were council members Rainey and Tutt.  A copy of the resolution and adjustments is in the minute file in the Office of the City Clerk.

Use of Square:  Administrator Bailey requested approval of a use of square request from Beta Sigma Phi for a Pedaling for Paws event to benefit the Animal Shelter on September 16, 2016.  On motion by Tutt, second by T Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

Kettle Creek Battlefield Grant:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a grant application for the Kettle Creek Battlefield through the GA DNR.  This grant will be in the amount of $7800 and will be a pass through from the City to the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association and requires no match from the city.  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the resolution authorizing grant application.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.

Street Closure Approval for Mary Willis Library:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval to close parts of Jefferson and Liberty Street for the end of summer reading program party sponsored by the Mary Willis Library on July 26, 2016 from 10 AM until Noon.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

July 2016 Council Meeting:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval to cancel the July 2016 regular meeting of council since several members of council would be at the MEAG Annual meeting and then the next week both the Mayor and Administrator would be out of town.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 1 to cancel the July meeting of council.  Council member Rainey voted against the motion.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into a previously approved executive session to handle a legal matter, a real estate matter and a personnel matter.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that one legal matter, one real estate matter and one personnel matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved meeting adjournment 6 to 0.
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