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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, August 8, 2016, beginning at 6 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the work session held on August 8, 2016.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Attorney Fleming followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the June 13, 2016 Work Session and Regular meeting and the minutes of a Called meeting held on June 24, 2016.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Rainey, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested approval of the appointment of Mark Ward to fill the un-expired term of Robin Booker on the URA.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved appointment 4 to 2.  Council members Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion. 

Mayor Barnett advised that some appointments to the Housing Authority Board terms would be adjusted to comply with state law:  Robert Williams through July 2017; Charles Wagner through June 2017; Ann Stewart through May 2020 and M.V. Booker through December 2020.

Mayor Barnett also advised that the new dumpsters should all be out by the end of this week.  This should save considerable time and dollars.  The old dumpsters have been sold to a firm from Florida.

Mayor Barnett remarked on the recent July 3rd fireworks and advised that they were a huge success.  Also Barnett mentioned about recent C & H Paving overlay of some city streets funded by TSPLOST.

Mayor Barnett advised those present that the city had received a clean audit report for 2015.  The city had some $540,000 in increase of net position while decreasing expenses some $780,000.

EMMANUEL ACREE – PROPERTY FENCE:  Emmanuel Acree requested council consideration for fencing between his property and the cemetery.  There currently exists a change link fence along the edge of the cemetery.  Mr. Acree advised that many times there are family members visiting gravesite and out of respect for those families he and his family avoid their backyard to give those visiting the cemetery privacy.  Mayor Barnett assured Mr. Acree that he would look into a solution to this problem and get back with Mr. Acree by week’s end.

CITY ATTORNEY – CHARTER CHANGE BY HOME RULE:  City Attorney Fleming presented to council the proposed change to the city charter to address appeals from Municipal Court.  All appeals from Municipal Court will now go directly to Wilkes County Superior Court.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved charter change 6 to 0.  The first presentation of this change was presented at the June 13, 2016 regular meeting of council.

BEER & WINE PACKAGE LICENSE:  ANGADJI, INC.:  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved 6  to 0 a beer and wine package license for Angadji, Inc., 117 E Robert Toombs Avenue, with James Barry Thompson as registered agent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS ON CITY BUSINESS:
TUTT:  Council member Tutt commended City Administrator Bailey on a job well done concerning the 2015 audit report.   Tutt requested that in the 2017 budget process, that after the committee has met, then the full council should set aside a day to go over the proposed budget line item by line item.

Tutt discussed a recent issue of yard waste being at his house for four weeks before it was picked up.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney commended the Main Street Director, Elizabeth Elliott, for work done with the DDA, but reminded those present that work needs to include the south and southwest areas of Washington also.

Mahoney also advised of concerns about the upkeep of the Booker Center building.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey advised of a 21st Century Tailgate party on August 26, 2016.  School supplies will be given away.

Rainey asked when residents would see a reduction in utility rates if the city had saved some $780,000.  Mayor Barnett advised that savings were being used to build up operating reserves.

Mahoney remarked on the condition of current water and sewer lines.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of a Letter of Agreement between the city and the CSRA RC for the application of a GA DNR grant for the Gordon Street School property.  On motion by Tutt, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the Letter of Agreement.  A copy of this letter is on file in the office of the City Clerk.

Bailey asked for council guidance on 2016 property tax billing.  If council desires for the millage to stay at 8.85 mils the billing would decrease by some $1900 on real and personal property.  Council concurred with the millage staying at 8.85 mils.  The city will proceed with 5 year history advertisement as soon as all pertinent information has been received.

Bailey advised that all requested information has been sent to FEMA for reimbursement of recent flood damage.  FEMA review will take some six to eight weeks.

Bailey advised that 13 of the new garbage dumpsters has been installed.  All new dumpsters should be in service by the end of this week.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 meeting adjournment at 6:50 PM.
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