REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 10, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, August 10, 2009, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis. 

Visitors included:  Bill Steed, Marshall Waters III, Norris Ware, Cindy Bounds, Michael Wylie, Patricia Young, Susan Pope, Ashley Barnett, David Jenkins and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Council member Avery, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held July 20, 2009.

MEETING AGENDA

On motion by Avery, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.
TOURISM UPDATE

Tourism Director Barnett presented a request for Snow on the Square during the holiday 2009 season.  Event will coordinate with the candlelight shopping on the square and each Friday and Saturday in December.

On motion by Cullars, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the request.

Barnett advised of several upcoming events:  Family Fun Day on August 15, 10 AM to 4 PM at Liberty Street Park; Skeet Willingham book signing on August 22; Washington-Wilkes night at the Greenjackets game in Augusta on August 23; music video filming on the square on August 24 & 25; and, the Georgia Trust Ramble on September 18 & 19.

MAIN STREET UPDATE

Main Street Director Jenkins advised council of ongoing contact with industrial prospects; Brownfield application processing; Rusher Street property acquisition and Rest Haven Cemetery clean-up.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Davis presented the monthly report and answered several questions related to items on the report.
DDA MEETING

Council member Eaton reminded those present of the DDA meeting to be held on August 20, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

City Attorney Fleming requested an executive session to follow the regular meeting in order to update council on a real estate matter.  

On motion by Avery, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett advised that volunteers are needed at the Animal Shelter.
Barnett also advised that the Fire Department responded to some 50 calls during July 2009 and further that an extrication class had been completed.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney reported a very productive meeting of the newly appointed Senior Citizens Advisory Council.

Mahoney suggested that a joint City/County/Board of Education meeting for the purpose of planning would be helpful.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reported that the Pope Conference Center is not being cleaned and kept up to high standards.

Cullars reported several work order issues:  grass behind the old Anderson Service Station building and large rocks in with the gravel on Booker Street.

Cullars requested that the Fire Department include him in their monthly report distribution as he is also a member of the Fire Committee.

AVERY:  Council member Avery reported on tax issues recently discussed at a GMA meeting.
Avery further recommended that all council members attend next year’s MEAG annual meeting.  A proposed tour of the Vogtle site is being planned for November 2009.

EATON:  Council member Eaton asked the status of contact with a shredding company for local citizens.  Council member Cullars will do some more investigating of this issue.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:
COUNCIL NAMEPLATES
City Administrator Eskew asked for council vote on having nameplates for members of Council and Mayor.  Council voted 4 to 2 in favor of the nameplates with Council members Pope and Eaton voting against.
TELEVISING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

City Administrator Eskew asked for council recommendation concerning the proposal from New South Productions for filming of the council meeting for televising on Comcast.

On motion by Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 to have City Administrator Eskew and Council member Cullars contact surrounding cities/counties for information on how they televise meetings.  City Attorney Fleming suggested contacting Lincoln County Commissioners for information.

MAYOR’S UPDATES

Mayor Burns suggested that in the upcoming Service Delivery Strategy meeting that perhaps the city could be included in more than a monetary role in the Senior Citizens Center operation.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor and Council entered into executive session at 6:39 PM to receive information on a previously approved real estate matter.

On motion by Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 7:15 PM.

City Attorney advised that one real estate matter had been discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 for Mayor Burns to sign an affidavit for the executive session.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved adjournment at 7:16 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK 

