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REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 14, 2017

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, August 14, 2017, beginning at 6:00 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on August 14, 2017.

A moment of silence was observed in memory of Frederick Cade and Kip Burke, followed by the opening prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meeting held on June 22, 2017, and a Called Meeting held on June 28, 2017.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T.  Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda adding that Tutt would discuss the Youth Detention Center, an approval for request of use of square and an executive session to follow the regular meeting to handle a real estate matter.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested council approval for his appointment of Cheri Turney to the Senior Citizens Advisory Board and for Gail Boyd to the URA.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved appointments 4 to 2.  Council members Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.

Mayor Barnett advised that this was a sad day in Washington with the passing of long time news reporter Kip Burke after an extended illness and after the violent death of Frederick Cade.  Mayor Barnett advised that the city is doing everything within is power to keep its citizens safe and further stated that the sheriff is doing a good job and wants to keep kids active and involved.

Mayor Barnett advised that the fire station rehab final design is complete and that proposals for the city shop have been sent.

TERRI LANE – GANG VIOLENCE:  Ms. Terri Lane spoke to citizens about her experience with gang violence and encouraged parents to be aware of what their children were doing and who they are involved with.

ALCOHOL ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 6:  City Attorney Adam Nelson presented for council approval a revised updated Alcohol Ordinance which cleans up issues with the existing ordinance and further allows for bottle houses and brew pubs.  As discussed and concurred on by council, Section 6-1-116 shall be removed.  If approved, ordinance will become effective on September 15, 2017.  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approval ordinance 6 to 0.

AGENDA ITEMS PRESENTED BY COUNCIL
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that the city budget funds for signage at the Tate Street Cemetery and School Street Cemetery.

Mahoney also requested that in future, appointments to board, authorities and commissions reflect the demographics of the city.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt reminded citizens of the upcoming Job Fair to be held at the Pope Conference Center on August 16, 2017, for employment with the DOJJ at the local Youth Detention Center.

T. ARMOUR:  Council member Armour gave a report to citizens on the recent “roast” of EMS Director Blake Thompson and his work with the T.J. and Friends Foundation.  This foundation has raised some $760,000 in the past 8 years for assistance to cancer patients.  Some $95,000 of these funds has benefited Wilkes County citizens.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a street closure on September 21, 2017, beginning at 6 PM for the annual WW Tiger Homecoming Parade.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Bailey requested approval for use of the square on September 9, 2017, beginning at 8 AM for a Color Run to benefit the WW Primary School playground equipment.  On motion by Rainey, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Bailey requested approval for use of the square on October 7, 2017, from 6 to 9 PM for a WORD event.  On motion by Rainey, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Bailey presented for council approval petitions for speed bumps to be installed on Favor Avenue and Center Street.  If approved by council, an ad will run in the News Reporter for one week prior to installation.  On motion by Tutt, second by Mahoney, council approved requests 6 to 0.

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT CHIP POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:  City Administrator 
Bailey requested council approval of a resolution to adopt CHIP Policies and Procedures.  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the City of Washington received a 2014 Homeownership and Small Rental Housing Development Grant for a Single-Family Development Project located on Rusher Street in accordance to the HOME Final Rule Section 92.201(b)(2); and
WHEREAS, the funds generated from the purchase and sale of the four (4) houses built on Rusher Street utilizing the 2014 Homeownership and Small Rental Housing Development Grant for Single-Family Development will be used in according to the HOME Final Rule 24 CFR 92.2 as Program Income; and
WHEREAS, to the extent which the City of Washington participates in Housing Development and Initiative Projects, utilizing Program Income Funding that will provide affordable housing to citizens living in the City of Washington; and
WHEREAS, to the extent which the City of Washington participates in Housing Development and Initiative Projects, utilizing Program Income Funding, the City of Washington will not provide owner-occupied rehabilitation.  Program Income Funding will be utilized on New Construction Single Family homes that will be for Purchase and Sale, this housing development activity will generate continued Program Income Funding for future projects;
WHEREAS, the governing body will adopt the Program Income Funding Policies and Procedures; and
WHEREAS, the Policies and Procedures will thoroughly connect funds in ways to help improve outcomes such as neighborhood revitalization, community development, economic development; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of Washington, Georgia, do hereby approve, pass and adopt the City of Washington’s Program Income Funding Policies and Procedures Manual this 14th day of August, 2017.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 to enter an executive session at 6:30 PM.

On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session at 6:55 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that one personnel matter, one legal matter and one real estate matter was discussed in executive session with no final action taken.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign and executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 meeting adjournment at 6:56 PM.

                                                                        ____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                        __________________________________CLERK 


  
