REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 8, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting, Monday, September 8, 2008, at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Police Chief Davis and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were:  Norris Ware, Ruth Rogers, Ella Mae Binns, Jeanette Thomas, Robert Wheless, M.V. Booker, Vincent Curry, Barbara Ricciuti, Louis Ricciuti, Theron Wilkinson, Minimarie Wilkinson, Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Ronnie Futch, William Bishop, Rachel Jackson, Kim Evans, Marshall Waters, Ashley Barnett, Robert Geiger, Barbara Bacon, Blake Thompson, Senator Ed Tarver, Attorney Christopher Cosper, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held August 11, 2008, pending correction of a No Left Turn from eastbound Court Street into the Post Office Court Street parking area and wording relating to the Ordinance adopted at the May retreat allowing for the voiding of contracts due to discriminatory and offensive acts.  
AGENDA ITEMS APPROVED

On motion by Avery, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the agenda as presented.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT
Mrs. Barnett reported that she will be attending the Governor’s Conference on Tourism later this week.  Mrs. Barnett also advised of numerous magazine articles featuring items on Washington.  The I-20 Visitors center will feature a three-month display on Washington-Wilkes.
USE OF SQUARE – ARTS FOUNDATION

Mr. Ricciuti requested use of the square on behalf of the Arts Foundation on November 8 and 9, 2008, and further requested that the portion of Court Street in front of the Livery be closed from 10 AM to 1 PM on November 8 for a children’s event.

On motion by Barnett, second by Pope, council approved request 6 to 0.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Mike Davis advised that subject to questions about the department report as submitted, he had no additional information.

COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the September DDA meeting will be held on the 18th at 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested an executive session to discuss a personnel matter following completion of agenda items, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

City Attorney Fleming requested an executive session to discuss a pending legal matter being handled by Senator Ed Tarver at the completion of agenda items.  On motion by Barnett, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.

COUNCIL UPDATES
CULLARS:  Council member Cullars requested a better seating arrangement for council.

Cullars also reported that the Streets, Buildings and Grounds Department’s move to a four-day week has been well received by department employees and shows signs of significant monetary savings.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett updated council on responses by the Fire Department during August 2008.  Barnett also suggested that fruit and vegetable peddlers moved from the north end of the square should be directed to the Farmer’s Market.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that juvenile education and curfew be studied prior to the October budget process and put on the agenda for discussion at the fall council retreat.
AVERY:  Council member Avery reported an erosion problem on McLendon Drive near the Shiloh Center.

POPE:  Council member Pope reported that the Comcast service issues have not been resolved; and, if anything, appears to be worse.  Comcast will broadcast the council meeting’s CD on Tuesdays at 5PM and Thursdays at 7 PM on channel 59.  

EATON:  Council member Eaton expressed her thanks to city workers that helped install the new business directory signage at the east and west ends of the square.
Eaton also reported that the recycling program will soon renew its efforts with education and letters to residents.

City Clerk Danner announced as information that in accordance with City Charter specifications, Council member Eaton will serve as Mayor Pro Tem from September 2008 through April 2009.

TEMPORARY USE PERMIT – BLOXHAM


On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 a Temporary Use Permit in accordance with Section 90-745 for Dorothy Bloxham on North Bypass East for a period of one year.

USE OF SQUARE – VETERAN DAY CELEBRATION

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 a request by Wilkes Ministers United for use of the square on November 11, 2008, for a celebration honoring Veteran’s Day.

CHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES – MUSEUM USE

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council voted 5 to 1 to deny a request by the Historical Foundation to use the Museum for a Twilight Reception.  Council Pope abstained as he is a member of the Historical Foundation.

NUISANCE PROPERTIES – MUNICIPAL COURT ORDER

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to seek bids for removal of four nuisance properties in accordance with a municipal court order.
NORRIS WARE
Mr. Ware reported on several areas within the city that needed attention and also suggested that the state prisoners be divided into groups to work different sections at the same time.

RUTH ROGERS – OAK STREET VARIANCE


Mrs. Rogers addressed council with concerns that the objections of residents of Oak Street were not given proper consideration by the Board of Zoning Appeals when the Board granted a variance for property at 107 Oak Street.

SKULL SHOALS ROAD PROPERTY

Mrs. Jeanette Thomas asked that council address issues of erosion on her property at 149 Skull Shoals Road.  It was noted that this property is outside city limits.

EXEUCTIVE SESSION

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 at 6:45 PM to enter into executive session to discuss a legal matter and a personnel issue.

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 at 8:28 PM to reconvene in open session.

Council member Cullars departed the meeting at 8:28 PM.

City Attorney Fleming announced that two issues were discussed in executive session, a legal matter and a personnel issue, and that no final action was taken.

On motion by Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 5 to 0 authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign an affidavit for the executive session issues.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 8:30 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
