

























REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 9, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, September 9, 2013, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present are listed in the Work Session held on September 9, 2013.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Pritchard followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved the minutes of the Work Session held August 13, 2013, a Public Hearing held August 13, 2013, the Regular meeting held August 13, 2013 and a Called meeting held August 16, 2013.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the agenda as presented adding an executive session to follow the regular meeting to discuss legal and personnel matters.

DAVID TOBUREN-KETTLE CREEK BATTLE GROUND ASSOCIATION:  David Toburen, on behalf of KCBA, invited council to a luncheon where expansion of the site will be discussed.

BLESSINGS BY THE TRUCK LOAD:  Rev. James Pritchard, on behalf of Blessings By the Truckload, thanked city departments for their assistance in a recent green bean drop.  The organization has plans for future food deliveries.

EDDIE FINNELL:  Mr. Finnell spoke to council about the importance of preserving parts of the Gordon Street school facility.  Mr. Finnell took the opportunity to express his appreciation for the grounds maintenance at the facility.  Mr. Finnell suggested that a Black Museum might be housed in the old library/media section of the school.

CHAMBER UPDATE:  Chamber Director Amis updated council on the success of the Labor Day fireworks celebration and also reminded council of the upcoming September/October promotion for shop local and square-crows.
Amis advised that chamber membership has increased from 99 to 149 in the last five months.  Of this number, 32 are minority memberships.

Amis further advised council that he had personally contacted all package store type businesses and all were in favor of a referendum to be placed on the November ballot for voter approval of Sunday package sales.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – HANNAH MULLINS:  Economic Development Director Hannah Mullins advised council that in the short time she has been in Washington that she had made contacts with local businesses, attended Economic Development training, made both state and regional contacts, attended networking events and offered Caterpillar outside support.

Ms. Mullins will be the one point of contact for Washington-Wilkes in any state related economic development issues.

When asked by council, Ms. Mullins advised that a general negative attitude in Washington-Wilkes would be an obstacle to be overcome.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – DAVID JENKINS:  Jenkins requested council approval of downtown square reservations.  On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the requests.

Jenkins advised that the loan closing for a third home to be built on Rusher Street should happen within the next two weeks.  This home may be completed by Christmas.  

Jenkins reminded council of the GICH graduation events in Rome later this week.

Jenkins advised that an advisory meeting will be held next week for the Gordon Street school property.  The proposals for demolition have been sent out.  

Council discussed the $9350 which had been appropriated for an engineering study, be instead set aside for roof repair to the gym, clearing noting that repair would cost more than this amount.  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 4 to 2 to set aside the $9350 for roof repair of the gym.  Voting against the motion were council members Scarborough and Armour.

When asked by council what areas Mr. Jenkins felt that the community was weak in, Mr. Jenkins responded progress needed to be made in workforce development, available land and buildings for industry growth and recruitment.

POLICE REPORT:  Council member Cullars asked Chief Glenn about crosswalk checkpoints and monitoring and suggested perhaps “stings” should be conducted in these areas.

NORRIS WARE:  Mr. Ware suggested that the city require citizens to maintain their property to the street to cut down on the city need for grass cutting.  Mr. Ware also suggested a stronger re-cycling program and larger sanitation vehicles to cut down on frequent unloading trips.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett thanked departments responsible for a successful fireworks event.  Barnett also advised that re-hab of the water plants should be complete by the end of October 2013.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  City Attorney Fleming advised that the Wilkes Co. Registrar’s office had advised that with council approval a Saturday early voting date would be on October 26,2 013.  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Attorney Fleming also asked council desire on a resolution calling for a referendum for Sunday package sales to be place on the November 2013 ballot.  On motion by Harris, second by Cullars, council approved resolution 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Armour, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion breaking the tie vote.

Resolution follows:
AUTHORIZING A REFERNDUM TO ALLOW PACKAGE SALES ON SUNDAYS BY RETAILERS OF PACKAGE MALT BEVERAGES, WINE, AND DISTILLED SPIRITS.
WHEREAS, package sales of malt beverages, wine, and distilled spirits by retailers are currently lawful within the City of Washington;
WHEREAS, sales of malt beverages, wine, and distilled spirits by retailers are currently subject to regulation on Mondays through Saturdays in the City of Washington by the governing authority of the City of Washington; and
WHEREAS, OCGA 3-3-7(q) authorizes the governing authority of a city to allow package sales by retailers of malt beverages, wine, and distilled spirits on Sundays between the hours of 12:30 PM and 11:30 PM, if such sales are approved by referendum.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia, that the City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to transmit this Resolution to the Elections Superintendent to issue the call for a referendum for the purpose of submitting to the voters of the city the question of authorizing Sunday package sales by retailers of malt beverages and wine between the hours of 12:30 PM and 11:30 PM.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon receipt of this Resolution, the Elections Superintendent shall issue the call and shall conduct the election on the 5th day of November, 2013, in the manner prescribed by OCGA 21-2-540.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Elections Superintendent shall cause the following language to be written or printed on the ballot:
“[  ] YES  Shall the governing authority of the City of Washington be authorized to permit and regulate package sales by retailers [    ] NO  of malt beverages, wine, and distilled spirits on Sundays between the hours of 12:30 PM and 11:30 PM?”
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon passage of the Sunday package sales referendum, the governing authority of the City of Washington shall be authorized to permit and regulate package sales by retailers of malt beverages and wine on Sundays between the hours of 12:30 PM and 11:30 PM effective upon the City Council adopting an ordinance to that effect.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted by the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia, on the 9th day of September, 2013.

COUNCIL TOPICS:
HARRIS:  Council member Harris reminded citizens of a Cemetery Committee meeting to be held on September 26, 2013, at 10 AM at City Hall.

Harris also expressed that there was perhaps a need for a dress code for council members at public meetings.

CULLARS:  Council members Cullars commented that there was no need for a dress code for council.

Cullars made a motion to re-name the City Hall building in honor of the late Rev. G.L. Avery, second by Rainey, council voted 3-3-1 on the motion.  Voting against the motion were council members Armour, Harris and Scarborough.  Mayor Barnett voted against the motion breaking the tie vote.

Cullars discussed a probable rate increase in early 2014 and the status of city reserve funds.  Cullars further requested that auditors with Baird and Company be at the October 2013 meeting of council to present audit results to council.

Cullars asked about the status of Porta-potties at Booker Park; concrete sidewalk and generator pad work; status of prison detail work and needed street equipment.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked if the city had any over-due URA, PDA or DDA reports.  Tutt also advised that URA members are frustrated with slow progress concerning the Gordon Street school property.  Once demolition is completed, it is expected that the Gordon Street property will be turned over to the URA for re-development.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked about whether the Gordon Street school property would be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  A lot to the properties historic nature has been removed or upgraded over the years that the school was in use.

Rainey also asked about the status of using $0 based budgeting for the 2014 city budget.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of a Resolution to be given to the Washington-Wilkes legislative delegation to re-name sections of GA 44 in honor of Rev. G.L. Avery.  This honorary designation would not affect any mailing addresses or street signs.  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the resolution.

Resolution follows:
A RESOLUTION HONORING THE REVEREND G.L. AVERY FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE CITY OF WASHINGTON BY DESIGNATING A PORTION OF STATE ROUTE 44 IN HIS NAME
WHEREAS, from time to time, the City of Washington sees fit to honor certain residents of the City of Washington by naming a portion of a state highway and erecting a commemorative roadway sign in their honor;
WHEREAS, citizens of Washington owe a great debt of gratitude to the Reverend G.L. Avery for his years of service to the City of Washington;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington now respectfully request that our representatives and senator in the Georgia General Assembly pass legislation for an Honorary Dedication of that portion of State Route 44 from the City limits on the south along Whitehall Street and Mercer Streets to the intersection with US Highway 78 (North Bypass) in the name of the Reverend G.L. Avery for his service to the City of Washington.
RESOLVED ON THIS 9th day of September, 2013.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into a previously approved executive session at 7:40 PM.
On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 9 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that two legal and two personnel matters were discussed in executive session, with no action taken.

On motion by Armour, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

Council member Armour made a motion that effective December 31, 2013, the Personnel and Benefits line item of account 100.75000 of the budget be eliminated, and $10,000 can be used by the City Administrator, if he chooses, as a severance package for any affected employee.  The motion received a second by Council member Scarborough.  Voting for the motion were council members Armour and Scarborough.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Harris and Rainey.  Council member Tutt abstained from voting.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Harris, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 9:05 PM.

                                                                                              __________________________________MAYOR
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