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SEPTEMBER 9, 2019

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their Regular Meeting on Monday, September 9, 2019 beginning at 3:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Mahoney and Scarborough.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on September 9, 2019.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Retired Command Sgt. Major Samuel Jenkins.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVAL:  On motion by T. Armour, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 meeting agenda adding under the Attorney a Special Election Resolution and changing the date of a request for use of the square to October 10, 2019.

MAYOR’S TOPICS:  Mayor Barnett advised that work will soon begin on the proposed 2020 budget.  Council and citizen comments and input are welcomed.

RETIRED COMMAND SGT. MAJOR JENKINS – PURPLE HEART CITY:  Mr. Jenkins thanked City Administrator Bailey for her assistance in having the city designated a Purple Heart City several years ago and asked for assistance in getting the county on board with this designation.

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS:  City Attorney Fleming asked for council consideration of a proposed ordinance change creating a PUD District in Chapter 90 of the Code of Ordinances.  This will allow for flexibility in working with developers and all final approvals must come back to council for consideration.  On motion by Mahoney, second by T. Armour, council approved resolution creating PUD district in the ordinance.  Resolution follows:  

A RESOLUTION TO CREATE SECTIONS 90-625, 90-626, 90-627 & 93-628 OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA CODE OF ORDINANCES
WHEREAS, the City of Washington has established a zoning designation entitled PUD Planned Unit Development within its Code of Ordinances to allow for the development and regulation of property within the City of Washington that includes variable uses; and
WHEREAS, the City desires to include certain regulations and restrictions regarding the creation, development and implementation of the PUD zoning designation.
	NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the Mayor & Council of the City of Washington and by the authority of the same that a Planned Unit Development District be added, as follows:
DIVISION 9. - PUD planned unit development district.
Sec. 90-625. Purpose.
The PUD planned unit development district is intended to encourage innovative land planning and site design concepts that conform to community quality-of-life benchmarks and that achieves a high level of aesthetics, high-quality development, environmental sensitivity, energy efficiency, and other community goals by:
	(1)  Reducing or eliminating the inflexibility that sometimes results from strict application of zoning and development standards that were designed primarily for individual lots;
	(2)  Allowing greater freedom in providing a mix of land uses in the same development, including residential, commercial, and professional, with a mix of housing types, lot sizes, and densities;
	(3)  Allowing greater freedom in selecting the means to provide access, light, open space, and the provision of active recreational activities, for example ball fields, golf courses, swimming pools or tennis courts.
	(4)  Linking areas within the development by providing pedestrian-ways, bike-ways, and transportation systems and connecting to public sidewalks and bike paths as feasible;
	(5)  Promoting quality urban and traditional neighborhood design and environmentally sensitive development by allowing development to take advantage of special site characteristics, locations, and land uses.

Sec. 90-626. – Establishment of planned unit developments.
(a)  	A planned unit development is established by rezoning certain real property and adopting a development plan. 
(b)	The development plan establishes regulations for the use, development, improvement and maintenance of the PUD, and shall include the following:
(1) the permitted, conditionally permitted and accessory uses, including any applicable development regulations, architectural standards, phasing plans; 
(2) a site plan, including the site area; street layout, including typical street sections, traffic study, pedestrian facilities, bike paths, landscaping plan, and open space areas, utility location, signage location, and applicable amenities, and to further include:
(a) Minimum lot area(s);

(b) Minimum lot width(s);

(c) Size(s) and location(s) of yard(s) and setback(s);

(d) Maximum impervious surface ratio for individual lots and the development as a whole;

(e) Off-street and on-street parking and loading needs and dimensions; and

(f) Internal traffic calming strategies;

(3) the number of residential units by type, square footage of residential and non-residential units; 
(4) a statement regarding consistency with the comprehensive plan and all other applicable plans, including maximum structure height(s); 
(5) any information necessary for the substantive and environmental review of the proposed project, to specifically insure roadway design and stormwater standards adheres to environmentally sensitive and aesthetically pleasing best management practices and development standards; and
(6) any other information deemed necessary by the building official.
(c)	The planned unit development district is permitted only in areas where public and sewer are available. Proposals must be compatible with the character of surrounding land uses. It is recognized that some concepts will be more appropriate than others and the approval of an application in one location does not necessarily indicate the development will be suitable in other locations. 
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(a)  	A listing of permitted uses within a particularly planned unit development shall be adopted as part of the regulations applying to that district only.  The uses permitted shall be consistent with the list of permitted uses in Article II, III, and V of this Chapter.  Industrial uses are prohibited within planned unit developments.
(b)	In addition to the requirements established in Section 90-637 (b), the following site development characteristics shall be determined and set in the approved development plan:
(c)	The minimum side building setback shall be ten feet for all single-family detached units, and on the detached side of all single-family attached units. This minimum notwithstanding, the character of a proposed (or "the proposed" or "a particular") planned residential development may justify smaller side setbacks. Certain development types, including, but not limited to traditional neighborhood development, pocket neighborhoods, and some residential infill solutions may benefit from the use of smaller setbacks to achieve the development concept. The City Council may, where justified by the development concept, approve minimum side building setbacks below ten feet.
(d)	The minimum rear building setback will be ten feet.
(e)	Residential driveways shall be a minimum of 20 feet long between the garage and sidewalk or back of curb (where sidewalks are not present).
(f)	Streets and alleys shall terminate at other streets within the development and shall be "stubbed out" at the edge of the project site to provide linkages with future development. Connections shall be made to "stub outs" on adjacent parcels. The use of dead-end streets and cul-de-sacs should be minimized and must be approved by planning commission in cases where site topography necessitates their use.
(g)	A minimum of ten percent of the usable project area shall be permanently allocated to open space.
(1) A portion of the required open space shall be centrally located within the development. Location and approximate size of the open space area shall be designated and approved by the planning commission as part of conceptual approval.
(2) For developments under ten acres, the open space requirement may be satisfied by an existing or proposed public park or trail network that is within 1,300 feet of the development boundary.  
(3) Stormwater infrastructure may not be counted toward the required open space, unless designed as part of a low-impact system that utilizes bio-swales and natural recharge areas.
(4) Utility easements may not be counted toward the required open space, unless utilized as part of a common trail network or other amenity.

(h)	The site development characteristics prescribed by the approved development plan associated with a planned unit development shall supplant any conflicting standards for site development established in the City of Washington Code of Ordinances. Any site development characteristics not prescribed in the approved plans for a planned unit development shall be subject to the minimum standards, if applicable, established in the City of Washington Code of Ordinances.
Sec. 90-628. – Revisions.
(a)  	Minor changes. Changes proposed in writing by the applicant that do not alter district boundaries and that involve revision of minor characteristics of a PUD, such as relocation of driveways, façade details, drainage structures, number of required parking spaces, and other features that do not materially affect the approved plan concept or violate any other applicable regulations, may be approved by the building official.  Variations to residential density less than five percent of the initially-approved density constitute minor changes.
(b)	Major changes. Changes proposed in writing by the applicant that alter district boundaries or that materially affect the characteristics or functionality of the PRD, such as changes in the general layout of buildings and their environs on the site, changes to the district regulations, or landscaping shall be submitted under the provisions of Section 90-806 pertaining to zoning changes and ordinance amendments, and must be approved by the City Council.  Variations to residential density that are five percent or greater of the initially-approved density constitute major changes.
Sec. 90-629 – 90-635. – Reserved


SUNDAY SALES ALCOHOL – BRUNCH BILL: City Attorney Fleming presented for council approval a Resolution calling for a question to be added to the ballot for the November 5, 2019, election for hours of the Brunch bill to be 11:00 AM until midnight.  It was noted that the Brunch Bill approved by voters in November 2013 was for the hours 12:30 PM until midnight.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved Resolution 4 to 1.  Council member T. Armour voted against the motion.  Resolution follows:

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA TO PERMIT AND REGULATE SUNDAY SALES OF DISTILLED SPIRITS OR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR BEVERAGE PURPOSES BY THE DRINK 

	In order to determine the desires of the citizens of the City of Washington, Georgia, the City Council hereby, and in compliance with the O.C.G.A. § 3-3-7(j), calls for a referendum election to be held on November 5th, 2019, to authorize the City of Washington to permit and regulate Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises on Sundays from 11:00 A.M. until 12:00 Midnight in any licensed establishment which derives at least 50 percent of its total annual gross sales from the sale of prepared meals or food in all of the combined retail outlets of the individual establishment where food is served and in any licensed establishment which derives at least 50 percent of its total annual gross income from the rental of rooms for overnight lodging.  

A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded by the City Administrator to the election superintendent for the City of Washington, Georgia who, not less than ten nor more than 60 days after the date of approval of this resolution shall issue the call for the referendum election, which election shall be held not less than 30 nor more than 60 days after the date of the issuance of the call. The election superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published in the official organ of the county once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of the election.

The ballot for the referendum shall have printed thereon the following:

[   ]YES	Shall the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia 
be authorized to permit and regulate Sunday sales of distilled 
[   ] NO	spirits or alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes by the drink from 
11:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.?

If more than one-half of the votes cast by the citizens of the City of Washington are in favor of Sunday sales, the City Council shall thereafter amend the alcoholic beverage ordinance for the City of Washington to permit and regulate Sunday sales by licensees within the hours of 11:00 A.M. until 12:00 Midnight.

Enacted this 9th day of September, 2019.
 
RESOLUTION – SPECIAL ELECTION TO FILL UNEXPIRED DISTRICT 1 COUNCIL SEAT:  City Attorney Fleming presented for council approval a resolution calling for a Special Election to be held on November 5, 2019, to fill the unexpired term of District 1 Council member Tutt.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved resolution 5 to 0.  Resolutions follows:

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR SPECIAL ELECTION
WHEREAS, there exists a vacancy in the office of City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, District 1 due to the resignation of Councilmember Marion Tutt; and
WHEREAS, the election of a replacement member of the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia to represent the Citizens of District 1 and to serve out the unexpired term of Councilmember Marion Tutt should proceed with unnecessary delay;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, that the Wilkes County Election Superintendent be immediately requested to call an election to fill said vacancy on November 5, 2019.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the qualifying fee for the election to fill said vacancy is hereby set at $108.00.
This Resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia this the 9th day of September, 2019.

CHARTER CHANGE – COUNCIL TRAVEL :  City Attorney Fleming presented as a second reading a proposed charter change by Homerule dealing with council reimbursement for travel being limited to one travel training event per year with the exception of required newly elected officials training.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved charter change 3 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Mahoney voted against the motion.  Resolution follows:

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND SECTION 7 OF THE MUNICIPAL CHARTER OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA 

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3 grants the governing authority of each municipal corporation the legislative power to amend its municipal charter;

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 36-35-4 grants the governing authority of each municipal corporation the authorization to fix the salary, compensation, and expenses of the members of its municipal governing authority;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington as follows:

1)  	Section 7. – Compensation of mayor and council of the Municipal Charter shall be amended to read as follows:

	The mayor of the City of Washington, Georgia, shall receive an annual salary of $7,200.00 to be paid in equal payments at the same interval as established for payroll for city employees, and each of the councilmembers of the said City of Washington, Georgia, shall receive an annual salary of $3,600.00 to be paid in equal payments at the same interval as established for payroll for city employees, said salaries to be paid out of the city treasury. The mayor and/or any council member shall receive an additional $100.00 per month  if he/she has completed 120 hours of certification from the Georgia Municipal Association. The mayor and/or any councilmember shall also be reimbursed for expenses actually and necessarily incurred by him/her in carrying out his/her official duties. However, the mayor and/or any councilmember shall only be reimbursed travel expenses for one necessary trip or training per year, with the exception of newly elected official training occurring in the same year.

2)	Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3, the proposed amendment shall be published in the official organ of Wilkes County once a week for three weeks within a period of 60 days immediately preceding its final adoption.  The notice shall state that a copy of the proposed amendment is on file in the City Clerk’s office and in the office of the Clerk of Court of the Superior Court of Wilkes County.  

3)	Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 36-35-5, upon completion of publication, a copy of the amendment, a copy of the publicized notice, and an affidavit of a duly authorized representative of the newspaper in which the notice was published shall be filed with the Secretary of State’s office and in the office of the Clerk of Court of the Superior Court of Wilkes County.
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR TOPICS:  City Administrator Bailey presented requests for use of city property; Alumni Tailgate event on 9/20/19 at Ashley Park, the WW Tiger Homecoming Parade on September 19, 2019 and a Candlelight Vigil for Victims of Gun Violence on the square on October 10, 2019.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved all requests 5 to 0.
CONTRACTS – SMALL CELL TOWERS VERIZON/CINGULAR:  City Administrator Bailey presented for council approval two contracts as prepared by ECG for Small Cell Towers that may use city pole attachments and/or water towers.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved contract 5 to 0.

BID APPROVAL – GORDON STREET SCHOOL DEMOLITION:  City Administrator Bailey advised that bids for the Gordon Street school demolition were opened on September 4, 2019 and reviewed by city engineers Carter and Sloope with a recommendation to accept low bid from Chaplin and Sons Clearing and Demolition from Augusta, Georgia, in the amount of $365,000.00.  Bid amount is some $85,000.00 below the projected bid amount which will free up some monies to close the wing openings.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 5 to 0 bid from Chaplin and Sons.

Mayor Barnett thanked all those involved in moving this project along, as it has been worked on over the last ten years.

Mayor Barnett also reminded those present of a Love Washington event to be held on September 28, 2019, on the square.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 3:49 PM.

                                                                                      _____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                      _____________________________________CLERK







