REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 10, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, September 10, 2007, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, city council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.

Visitors attending were Marshall Waters III, Amy McBride, Kay P. Robinson, Cindy B. Russell, Norris Ware, Bobbie A. Cannady, Marion Cullars, Tom Harton, David Jenkins, Alan Poss, Carlton Norris, Rev. Bill Boyd, Bradley Barber, Louis Ricciutti, Carol Cartledge, Edward Franklin, William Bishop, Mike Scarborough, M.V. Booker, Huis Randall, Annie R. Wilkinson, Eddie Finnell, Ronnie Futch, Debbie Jackson, Travis Armour, Rachel Jackson, Booker Jackson, Jim Davidson, Sue Davidson, Frederick Gartrell, Clara Sutton, Robert Geiger, Alton Ray, Karen Ray, Marilyn Pasco, Benjie Edwards, Dan Coxwell, Francine Doughty, Fulani Doughty, Roger Harper, Billy Gartrell, Mary Craven, Bill Steed, Bob Simmons, Charles Morgan Jr., Nancy Bell, Blake Thompson, Joey Fievet, Sparky Newsome, Donna Hardy, Ashley Barnett and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
Rev. Avery opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of a called meeting held August 10, 2007, the regular meeting held August 13, 2007 and a public hearing held August 30, 2007.

DAVID JENKINS - MAIN STREET

Main Street Director David Jenkins advised council that recent films shot in Washington are now in post-production.  There are some 30 locations listed in the State database for film companies to choose from.
Jenkins reported that Washington First would like to expand Market Days with an event on October 27, 2007, and further asked for restricted traffic on Allison and Court Streets to accommodate booths.  On motion by Eaton, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0.

Jenkins also updated council on on-going work pertaining to the Brownfield’s Grant, the Kettle Creek Revolutionary Battlefield Grant and the School Street Cemetery Grant.

TOURISM UPDATE – ASHLEY BARNETT
Mrs. Barnett advised council that there are articles about Washington in the upcoming issues of Georgia Magazine and Southern Living magazine.  There will be a 30 minute program about Washington-Wilkes to air on GPB on October 12, 2007.   There is also a new billboard for Washington located on US 78 in Crawford.

Upcoming events include:  September 29 – Little Miss pageant at the Pope Center; October 6 – Funk and Soul Concert at Aonia Pass; October 13 – Mule Day at Callaway Plantation and a discount promotion for downtown shoppers; October 19 – Tracy Lawrence  concert at Aonia Pass.
CHAMBER UPDATE – DONNA HARDY

Mrs. Hardy distributed to council a letter of thanks from the writer/director of the movie Deception filmed in Washington during the summer months.

Upcoming events include:  a Work Ready Initiative meeting on September 11, 2007, 6 PM at the Mary Willis Library; the Family Connections planning meeting on September 20, 2007; a doctor of Family Practice will visit in Washington on September 20, 2007, and the grand re-opening of Farmers Furniture will be held October 13, 2007 at 9:30 AM.

LOUIS RICCUTTI – W-W ARTS FOUNDATION

On behalf on the W-W Arts Foundation, Mr. Riccutti requested use of the square on November 3, 2007, from 10 AM to 5 PM for the arts festival.  Allowance for emergency vehicle traffic will be made.  On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved request 6 to 0.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Davis present the monthly department report and further advised that officer candidate Keith Smith will graduate next week from the Police Academy.  
Council member Cullars asked if any arrests for DUI and/or alcohol were made during the Mayfest event. Chief Davis responded that no arrests were made.

EMERGENCY REIMBURSEMENT ORINANCE

On motion by Pope, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution and ordinance establishing the collection of user fees for the delivery of emergency fire department services provided by the Washington Fire Department.  Ordinance follows:

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND IMPLEMENTING USER FEES FOR THE DELIVERY OF EMERGENCY FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF WASHINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Section 101.  Purposes

Section 102   Motor Vehicle Accidents

Section 103   Structure Fires

Section 104   Oil and/or Hazardous Materials

Section 105   Authorization

Section 106   Fees Collected

Section 101.  Purposes.

The Washington Fire Department response activity to motor vehicle accidents and structure fires continues to increase each year and, along with new regulations, places increasing demands and costs to the Washington Fire Department. The Washington Fire Department has investigated different methods for maintaining a high level of qualify fire department emergency services throughout times of constantly increasing service demands, and have determined that an effective response by the Washington Fire Department decreases the cost to insurance companies by saving lives and minimizing damage by fire. Raising the real property tax to meet the increase in service demands is inequitable, when many motor vehicular accidents involve individuals not owning property or paying property taxes in the jurisdiction of the Washington Fire Department. The Mayor and City Council of Washington desire to implement a fair and equitable procedure by which to collect fees by establishing a billing system in accordance with  State and Federal laws, regulations and guidelines, for emergency services provided by the Washington Fire Department.
Section 102.  Motor Vehicle Accidents.

The Washington Fire Department, at the option of the governing authority of the fire department, is authorized to initiate a user fee for the delivery of emergency services, personnel, supplies and equipment to the scene of motor vehicle accidents.  The rate of the fee shall be the usual, customary and reasonable costs (UCR), for such emergency services, which include, but are not limited to, any services, personnel, supplies and equipment used by the Washington Fire Department in response to the motor vehicle accident and may fluctuate based on the needs of the accident.  The user fee shall be presented to the motor vehicle, commercial or homeowner’s insurance carrier of the owner of a vehicle, owner of the property, or party responsible for the accident, and shall represent an add-on-cost of the claim for damages of the vehicle, property and/or injuries to the occupants.

Section 103.  Structure Fires.

The Washington Fire Department, at the option of the governing authority of the fire department, is authorized to initiate a user fee for the delivery of emergency services, personnel, supplies and equipment to the scene of structure fires.  The rate of the fee shall be the usual, customary and reasonable costs (UCR) for such services, which include, but are not limited to, any services, personnel, supplies and equipment used by the Washington Fire Department in response to the fire and may fluctuate based on the needs of the fire.  The user fee shall be presented to the commercial or homeowner’s insurance carrier of the owner of the property or party responsible for the fire, and shall represent an add-on-cost of the claim for damages of the property and/or injuries to the occupants.
Section 104.  Oil and/or Hazardous Materials.
The Washington Fire Department, at the option of the governing authority of the fire department, is authorized to initiate a user fee for the delivery of emergency services, personnel, supplies and equipment to the scene of an incident involving oil and/or hazardous materials.  The rate of the user fee shall be the usual, customary and reasonable costs (UCR) for such services, which include, but are not limited to, any services, personnel, supplies and equipment used ;by the Washington Fire Department in response to an incident involving oil and/or hazardous materials and may fluctuate based on the needs of the incident.  The user fee shall be presented to the motor vehicle, commercial or homeowner’s insurance carrier of the owner of the property or party responsible for the incident, and shall an add-on-cost of the claim for damages to the property and/or injuries to the occupants.
Section 105.  Authorization.

The Washington Fire Department or their designees are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents and/or implement any and all procedures necessary to effectuate the collection of the user fee in order to enhance services by the Washington Fire Department.

Section 106.  Fees Collected.
All fees collected per this ordinance shall be placed into the City of Washington General Fund as revenue under the Washington Fire Department account to be used for personnel, supplies and equipment for the Washington Fire Department.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held September 20, 2007, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

Eaton also reported that a problem with noise associated with a cow being kept in the South Jefferson Street area.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars requested action in having council meetings televised on the Comcast Cable network.

Cullars advised that the State Patrol Post Commander had responded to his questions concerning patrol presence during the Mayfest events.

MAHONEY:   Council member Mahoney asked when the next update to the comprehensive plan is to be considered.  The plan will be updated during 2008.

Mahoney requested that a joint city/county retreat be scheduled to discuss economic development.

Mahoney asked what the current contract term length is with Georgia Public Web.  The contract term is 50 years.
ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:

City Administrator Eskew advised council that requests had been presented to Comcast Cable to air council meetings over Channel 59 and that the city is awaiting their response.

Council member Cullars made motion to solicit a Request for Proposal from Comcast for the televising of council meetings to include costs to city, length of contract and benefits to the city, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0.

City Administrator Eskew reminded council of upcoming meetings:  a council retreat scheduled for September 12, 2007, 9 AM at Ficklen to discuss the Southwest Redevelopment Plan; the Communities of Opportunity meeting for elected and appointed officials on September 17, 2007, 4 PM at the Senior Center and the meeting for the community to follow at 6 PM; the Southwest Redevelopment Plan Open House on September 18, 2007, 6:30 PM at the Booker Center; and, a council retreat scheduled for September 28, 2007, 9 AM at Ficklen.

TEMPORARY USE PERMIT – DOROTHY BLOXHAM

City Administrator Eskew presented a request to extend a temporary use permit for Mrs. Dorothy Bloxham as outlined in Section 90-745 of the City Code for a mobile home located at 321 North Bypass.
On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved request 6 to 0.

POOL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

City Administrator Eskew read a recommendation unanimously approved by the pool committee for presentation to the city council:


“The pool committee has carefully considered its charge.  It engaged the services of a nationally recognized pool consultant, who made a study and provided us with his thoughts and experience.  It is our recommendation that the City consider building a family leisure pool, as presented by Markey and Associates, which is a state of the art outdoor aquatic facility with a pool, waterslides and spray fields.  This recommendation is made with the realization that construction cost is estimated to be $2,764,000 and operational cost will exceed expected revenues by some $40,000 per month for each of the three months it is open, not considering debt service.”
Council discussed issues concerning a pool such as size, staffing, attendance and location.  Council also discussed other projects that needed work and funding in the near future such as the condition and operation of the water plants.
Council member Cullars made a motion that council begin work immediately to re-establish the Reese Booker Park pool, second by Mahoney, council defeated motion 2 to 4 with council members Avery, Eaton, Hardy and Pope voting against the motion.

POPE CENTER RENOVATION UPDATE

City Administrator Eskew advised that the Pope Center renovation is nearing completion.  Furniture has been ordered and is expected to arrive by September 15, 2007; the audio-visual installation should be complete by September 14, 2007; and, parking lot paving has begun.  A RFP has been sent to two firms for sign proposals and are due by September 15, 2007.
Council member Mahoney made a motion to solicit bids for all professional services, second by Cullars, council voted 3 to 3 on the motion with council members Eaton, Hardy and Pope voting against the motion.  Mayor Burns voted against the motion, breaking the tie vote.

Council member Hardy advised that a recent independent walk-through audit of the Pope Center supported the $2.2 million renovation expense.

ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Burns declared meeting adjourned at 7:06 PM.

                                                 _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                 _______________________________________CLERK
