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SEPTEMBER 12, 2016

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, September 12, 2016, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was absent due to illness.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meeting held on August 8, 2016.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council voted 5 to 0 to approve the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett asked council to approve his appointment of Sabrina T. Mattox to the URA Board to fill the unexpired term of M.V. Booker.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Rainey, council approved appointment 5 to 0.

Mayor Barnett advised those present that the city had been awarded a $500,000 CDBG Grant for infrastructure improvements, and thanked all involved the in application process.

Barnett reminded those present of a Public Hearing to officially set the 2016 tax millage rate on September 30, 2016 at 2 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Barnett also reminded those present of a “Love Washington” event on September 17, 2016, and asked for everyone’s support.

VOTER REGISTRAR-DEBBIE ANDERSON:  Debbie Anderson reminded those present of the registration deadline of October 11, 2016, for the November elections.  Early voting will begin on October 17, 2016 and end November 4, 2016.  There will a Saturday voting date of October 29, 2016.  All seven precincts within the city will be open.

Anderson also reminded of a meeting on September 27, 2016, at 6 PM at the Pope Center to review the four constitutional amendments that will be on the November ballot.

CITY ATTORNEY UPDATES:  City Attorney Fleming reviewed with council the proposed Ordinance concerning Ignition of Fireworks on City Property.  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved Ordinance 5 to 0.  Ordinance follows:
CHAPTER 66 – STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES
ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL
Sec. 66-10.  Ignition of Fireworks on City Property.
	It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, association, or partnership to use or ignite any consumer fireworks within any property owned by or operated by, for, or under the custody and control of the City of Washington, Georgia, except pursuant to a special use permit or other express permission of the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be punished as provided in Section 1-8 of the Code.

City Attorney Fleming also reviewed with council the proposed Ordinance concerning Sidewalk Cafes with changes noted as requested during the September 12, 2016, Council Work Session.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved ordinance 4 to 1.  Council member Travis Armour voted against the motion.  Ordinance follows:
ARTICLE VI -___. - SIDEWALK CAFES 
Sec. 18-___. - Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
Downtown Square Business District means the portion of the downtown area along the following roads: (1) Robert Toombs Avenue between Allison Street and Jefferson Street; (2) Jefferson Street from Robert Toombs Avenue to Court Street; (3) Court Street from Jefferson Street to Allison Street; (4) Allison Street from Court Street to Robert Toombs Avenue; (5) Spring Street from Court Street to Robert Toombs Avenue; (6) Cheney Parkway from Court Street to Robert Toombs Avenue; (7) public property designated as Map & Parcel No. W23 061 by the Wilkes County Tax Assessor’s Office, (8) Spring Street from Robert Toombs Avenue to Liberty Street.
Sidewalk cafe means the location and use of tables and chairs and other associated equipment and furnishings on the public sidewalk and operated as an extension of a licensed eating establishment or licensed alcoholic beverage premises in the Downtown Square Business District. 
Sec. 18- ___. - Sidewalk cafes allowed in Downtown Square Business District; license required. 
(a)	Sidewalk cafes shall be allowed in the area known as the Downtown Square Business District subject to the provisions of this chapter. 
(b)	No person shall operate a sidewalk cafe without first obtaining a license from the city building inspector. 
(c)	All applications for a license shall be submitted to the city building inspector and shall contain the following information: 
(1)	A drawing depicting the location, size and number of tables and chairs at the proposed location of the sidewalk cafe, subject to the following: 
a.	A minimum of forty-eight (48) inches, clear and unobstructed, sidewalk space shall be maintained for pedestrian traffic at all times; 
b.	If a sidewalk has less than sixty (60) inches clear width, then passing spaces at least sixty (60) inches by sixty (60) inches shall be located at reasonable intervals not to exceed two hundred (200) feet along the sidewalk in order to ensure compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA Compliance Guide Section 4.3). 
c.	The area in which a sidewalk cafe is located shall not extend parallel in either direction beyond the outside walls of the building in which the restaurant is located. 
(2)	The name, location, description and mailing address of the business applying for the license. 
(d)	The applicant shall procure and shall maintain comprehensive general liability and broad form property damage insurance as shall protect applicant from claims for damages for bodily injury, including accidental death, as well as from claims for property damages, which may arise from operation of a sidewalk cafe by the applicant, whether such operations are by the applicant or by any subcontractor or by anyone directly or indirectly employed by either of them. The amount of insurance shall not be less than one million dollars ($1,000,000.00). 
(e)	The applicant shall provide a certificate of insurance acceptable to the city which shall be attached to each signed application when transmitted for final approval. The city shall be named as an additional insured on all coverages. The certificates of insurance, and any subsequent renewals, shall reference the license. 
(f)	The certificate of insurance shall contain a statement that "Coverages afforded under the policies will not be canceled unless at least thirty (30) days prior to cancellation written notice has been given to the city." 
Sec. 18-___. - General regulations. 
(a)	A covered trash container, design to be approved by City, with a minimum capacity of thirty-two (32) gallons, containing a disposable plastic liner, shall be provided within each sidewalk cafe area, and it shall be emptied as often as necessary to prevent overflow and other unsanitary conditions. 
(b)	Permit holders shall maintain sidewalk café areas and all equipment and furnishings in such conditions as to be clean, sanitary and safe at all times. 
(c)	Receptacles for disposal of cigarettes shall be provided for the use of customers of the sidewalk cafe. 
(d)	The number of patrons occupying the side walk cafe shall not be greater than the number of chairs at each table within the sidewalk cafe. In Section 1-8 of this Code. 
COUNCIL MEMBER TOPICS:
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that the speed limit on Lexington Avenue be reduce.  As this is a State Highway, DOT will be notified to conduct a study.

Mahoney requested that the dumpster on Recreation Drive near the tennis courts be moved to a different location and that the dumpster on West Robert Toombs Avenue near the Chinese Restaurant also be relocated.

Mahoney also discussed with council a request for out of state training for Community Development personnel for counseling certification.  City Administrator Bailey advised that counseling training can be done online with testing in state for courses taken.  At the request of Council member Mahoney, this item was tabled for further investigation.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked about the standards for re-surfacing of city streets.  Rainey was advised that resurfacing means that a layer of asphalt some 1” to 1 ½” is put over existing street surface.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:
City Administrator Bailey requested council approval for a request for the use of the square from Beta Sigma Phi for the Nancy C. Long Walk on October 22, 2016 from 9 to 11 AM.  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved request 5 to 0.

City Administrator Bailey requested council approval for a request from the W-W Cheerleaders for a Pep Rally on the square on September 29, 2016, from 6 to 7:30 PM.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Mahoney, council approved request 5 to 0.

City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a parade permit request for the W-W Homecoming Parade on October 13, 2016, on Robert Toombs Avenue.  On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council approved request 5 to 0.  Administrator Bailey will contact GA DOT for road closure approval.

City Administrator Bailey requested that a portion of Court Street from Jefferson Street to the Farmers State Bank be closed on Saturday, October 8, 2016, from 1:30 to 3:15 PM for an outdoor wedding.  The Fire Department has been contacted about this closure and can work around the closure.  On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved request 5 to 0.

At the request of Council member Rainey, City Administrator Bailey reviewed with those present the cut-off procedures for delinquent utility accounts which have been in effect since October 2014.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council voted 5 to 0 to enter into a previously approved executive session at 6:41 PM.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council voted 5 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 7:10 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that one real estate matter and one personnel matter was discussed in executive session, with no final action taken.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 a job description for a Lead Lineman position.  Job description will become a part of the approved job descriptions maintained by the City Administrator.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by Mahoney, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 7:12 PM.

                                                                                         ______________________________________MAYOR
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