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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 9, 2017, beginning at 6:00 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on October 9, 2017.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of previous meetings as presented.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved the meeting agenda 6 to 0; adding Recognition of Visitors and deleting the request for speed bumps at Washington Heights, scheduling the Re-Zoning Public Hearing for November 13, 2017 and striking Mahoney’s item listed as City Attorney.

NATHANIEL CULLARS:  Nathaniel Cullars asked about the progress of the Fire Station living quarters re-build, the Pinpoint GeoTech system and the current Economic Development program.  Cullars also asked why no shelters in Washington were opened during the recent Hurricane Irma storm.  EMA Director Blake Thompson responded to his questions by informing those present that shelters are opened when requested by GEMA and the GEMA did not request any shelters to open north of the I-20 corridor.

Cullars also questioned the city’s efforts to collect for an ordinance book that was not returned at the time that Cullars left council.  City Attorney Fleming responded that the ordinance books were bought by the city and were indeed city property; however, suggested that collection efforts be suspended until after the November elections.

CHRISTMAS PARADE – BLAKE THOMPSON:  EMA Director Blake Thompson reminded those present of the annual Christmas Parade to be held on December 9, 2017 beginning at 6 PM.  Thompson also reminded of the annual Toys for Tots program, with sign ups on November 29, 30 and December 1.

Thompson advised citizens that there are 12 designated shelters in Wilkes County with three inside the city.  Those shelters will be opened as needed when requested by GEMA.  GEMA did not request any shelters to be opened in Wilkes County during the Hurricane Irma storm.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett thanked city workers for their hard work during the recent storm and for their cleanup efforts after the storm.

Barnett advised that plans for the Fire Department rebuild should be complete around October 19, 2017.

CITY ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Fleming advised that a sewer manhole project at the industrial park has been reviewed by his office.  The City Engineers recommend awarding project to low bidder Brooks Brothers.  This bid is some $94000 below next bid.   On motion by T. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 to award bid to low bidder Brooks Brothers.

COUNCIL TOPICS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked for some clarification of items (Retail Academy/Housing Authority loan and fire lease agreement for living quarters) that were handled at the delayed September meeting of council which she was not able to attend.

Rainey also asked about the proposed air conditioning unit for the Parks & Recreation gym.  It was discussed that no final pricing has been presented to council for the unit and related electrical work and further that the Parks & Recreation Board has not requested funds from the city.  Council member Mahoney stated that the county should also take part in any decisions on the funding of the air system and related electrical work.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt discussed electrical rates and the recommendations that have been made by ECG officials in 2017.  Tutt reminded those present that the council committees will be meeting on October 13 and October 20 to begin 2018 budget preparation.  Tutt also requested that two more officers be assigned to the city limits.  City officials will talk to the Sheriff to get additional costs of adding more officers assigned to the city.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked that the city consider having a citizens committee to hear ethics complaints filed against council members.  City Attorney Fleming advised that would require a change to the current Ethics ordinance.  Mahoney and City Attorney Fleming agreed to work with GMA on possible changes to the current ordinance to allow citizen committees.

Mahoney asked Housing Authority Board Chair M.V. Booker to give an update to council on Housing Authority matters.  Booker advised that there is a large reserve fund of tenant services money that could be used for after school programs.  The tenant services fund has some $480,000 which has never been used.  The Executive Director is to give a report to the Board at the December 2017 meeting.  In regards to the 1952 By-Laws, the quarterly board meetings are advertised but have members that are not attending.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval to close the square on October 13, 2017, for a Scare on the Square Halloween event and movie night.  On motion by Tutt, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0.

Bailey asked for council approval of an event to be held at the Reese Booker Park on October 21, 2017, from 7 AM until 7 PM.  On motion by Rainey, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0.

Bailey reminded council of a Public Hearing to consider a re-zoning of property on Jackson Street scheduled for November 13, 2017.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to enter an executive session to receive information on a legal matter at 7:18 PM.

On motion by Mahoney, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 to enter open session at 7:30 M.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that one legal matter was discussed with no final action taken.

 On motion by Mahoney, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 to authorize Mayor Barnett to sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 meeting adjournment at 7:31 PM.
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