REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 10, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 10, 2011, 6 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Barnett, Cullars, Harris, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present were:  Randee Barry, Ruth Adams, Amanda Aycock, Garvin Aycock, Jim Barry, Joseph Willis, Norris Ware, Sarah Davis, Barbara Ricciuti, Mike Scarborough, Ronnie Futch, Charles Wagner, Betsy Wagner, Judy Anderson, Guerry Amis, Jane Newsome, Annie Wilkinson, Gloria Wheatley, Hilda Wright, Ray Hardy, Ann Tanner, Patsy Winn, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Susan H. Pope, Travis Armour, Bettye Armour, Booker Jackson, Rachel Jackson, David Gay, Carl Sims, Jr., Hattie Callaway, Kenneth Echols, Linda Echols, David Jenkins, Barbara Bacon, Mildred Hudson, Shameco Tutt, Catrena Smith, Merkia Booker, Amil Smith, Ashawna Gresham, Amaya Gresham, Carrington Tutt, Alaishya Turner, Blake Thompson, Ashley Barnett, Kevin Madden, Alicia Madden, Herb Jones and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Kevin Madden followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Harris, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held September 12, 2011, council committee meetings held September 26 and 30, 2011, and a work session held October 3, 2011.

CHAMBER UPDATE
Chamber Director Jenny Clark advised council that the Mule Day event had been a huge success; drawing some 3893 visitors, the largest attendance in several years.  Mrs. Clark suggested that the advertising, diverse group of vendors and excellent entertainment was a reason for the increased attendance over the past several years.
Mrs. Clark advised that there were four new members added to the Chamber during September 2011.  She also reported that the 2012 membership packets should go in the mail in November/December.

Mrs. Clark also advised that the downtown Christmas Parade will be held on December 10, 2011, at 6 PM in conjunction with the Christmas Tour of Homes and the second downtown candlelight shopping event.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Glenn presented the monthly department report for September 2011.
Chief Glenn asked that council approve Halloween Trick or Treating for Sunday, October 30, 2011, to coinside with the Baptist Church Trunk of Treats.  On motion by Tutt, second by Barnett, council approved request 5 to 1 with Council member Pope voting against the motion.

MAIN STREET UPDATE

Main Street Director David Jenkins reminded council and those present that there are 28 remaining slots available for the GEFA Energy Audit program.  Jenkins also reminded of the GEFA Energy Rebate program to benefit low to moderate income families.  To be eligible for the rebate program you must participate in the energy audit program.  There will be an Energy Workshop at the Pope Center on Thursday, October 27, 2011, beginning at 1 PM.

Construction of two Rusher Street homes has begun.  Jenkins reported that the contractor is buying supplies locally when possible and that the contractor is looking for local sub-contractors.
BLAKE THOMPSON – TJ & Friends
EMS Director Blake Thompson reminded those present of the upcoming TJ & Friends Roast of Blake Thompson to be held at the Pope Center on Saturday, November 5, 2011, at 6 PM.  The night promises to be entertaining as little known facts of Thompson’s early years are brought out.  All monies raised will be donated back to TJ & Friends to help families devastated by cancer and cancer treatment.

Thompson also advised of a Bike Ride on October 30, 2011, to benefit TJ & Friends.

Thompson also talked about the Downtown Christmas Parade on December 10, 2011, at 6 PM and asked council for approval of use of the downtown square.  On motion by Barnett, second by Rainey, council approved request 6 to 0.

RANDEE BARRY – CITY PARKS

Mrs. Barry reported that on June 13, 2011, she visited the Mayor’s office to thank the city for prompt cleanup of the Liberty Street Park which had been the subject of a recent “letter to the editor” from her son.  Mrs. Barry had an issue with a statement made at the June 13th meeting of council by the mayor that she had visited his office to “apologize” for her son’s letter.  Mrs. Barry demanded an apology from Mayor Burns.
Mayor Burns thanked Mrs. Barry for her comments.

GIRLS CLUB – CATRENA SMITH

Ms. Smith introduced a group of young girls who have formed a Girls Club.  There are currently five members who meet monthly to take part in leadership activities, bake sales, car washes and nursing home visits.  Any girl wishing to join the group may contact Ms. Smith.
COUNCIL REPORTS

HARRIS:  Council member Harris advised that he is involved in an Economic Development Conference and will not be able to hold his normal Wednesday hours at City Hall this week, anyone wishing to speak to him may contact him on Tuesday or Thursday.

Harris asked for some clarification on the makeup and duties of the Rest Haven Cemetery Committee.  This information will be gathered for him.

Harris advised that attendance at Mule Day events also benefited the downtown shops and merchants.

Harris suggested that should council desire a monthly report from Tourism Director Pollock the council might ask the County Chairman to request her attendance and report.

Harris reported that several years ago his business had sold the downtown Christmas decorations to the city.  Those decorations are now in need of repair and Electric Superintendent Hardy had asked if the Christmas Store (Harris’s business) could do the repairs.  Harris asked for clarification of state law from City Attorney Fleming.  Fleming will research and get back to Harris.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked about eliminating county taxing of city properties.  Tutt was advised that the city can not override the taxing authority of the County.

POPE:  Pope noted the success of recent Mule Day activities.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked the Girls Club for their presentation and asked for clarification of membership.  The Club is open to any girl age 7 and up and dues are $3 per meeting.

Rainey made a motion, with second by Barnett, for the City Administrator, City Attorney and City Clerk to review the current Ethics Policy to make it more clear and enforceable and bring suggested changes back to council.  Council voted 5 to 1 to approve motion, with Council member Cullars voting against motion.

Rainey reminded City Administrator Eskew to provide council with copies of the Lease Purchase Agreement for Pope Center furnishings.

Rainey asked when the next 2012 budget meetings will be held and was advised that meetings will resume after the MEAG budget has been finalized—mid November.

Rainey asked that in future years, the GSP, Wilkes County Sheriffs and City Police handled traffic problems at Mule Day in a more orderly manner.

Rainey asked if the Washington Police Department will conduct its annual Toys for Tots event and challenged each member of council to either make a monetary donation or a donation of toys.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars advised that he still would like the Mayor and City Administrator to look into privatizing Callaway Plantation for future budget purposes.
Cullars advised that he thinks the current Ethics Policy just needs to be enforced.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew presented a request from the Arts Foundation for use of the square on November 5 and 6, 2011 for ArtFest 2011.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved request 6 to 0. 

RESOLUTION BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 2011

City Administrator Eskew asked for approval of third quarter 2011 budget adjustments as presented to council, noting that adjustments do not obligate moving monies from any interest bearing accounts.

On motion by Tutt, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to table this matter pending further study.

City Administrator Eskew reminded citizens to put out Green Grease containers for pickup on their normal garbage collection day.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Mayor Burns asked David Jenkins to prepare a statement of thanks for the LB Team in finding significant issues during recent GEFA Energy Audits.

Mayor Burns also urged those present to support the efforts of TJ & Friends.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved adjournment 6 to 0 at 6:56 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
