REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 13, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 13, 2008, at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Those present at the meeting were the same as listed in the Public Hearing held on Monday, October 13, 2008.

Rev. Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held September 8, 2008, a called meeting held September 18, 2008 and a called meeting held September 29, 2008 adding that additional planning meetings would take place.

AGENDA APPROVED

On motion by Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM/CHAMBER – ASHLEY BARNETT

Ashley Barnett, Tourism Director, advised that Mule Day had been a success with some 2500 in attendance.  Upcoming events include:  Chamber After Hours – 10/23; Market Days Street Festival- 10/25; Golf Tournament- 10/25; Halloween Spooktacular – 10/31; Rayle Ramble – 10/25; I’d Rather be in Tignall – 11/1; Arts Festival – 11/8&9; and the Veterans Day Remembrance – 11/11.

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

David Jenkins introduced Ms. Barbara Bacon as the Redevelopment Plan Manager.  Ms. Bacon’s office will be in the City Hall Annex located at 104 East Liberty Street.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Davis presented the monthly report for the Police Department.  Applicants are being screened for an open position.  

COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the DDA meeting will be held October 16, 2008, 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

City Attorney Fleming reported that he and City Administrator Eskew are reviewing current city policies relating to protecting utility customer’s privacy.  Federal regulations now require cities to have policies and procedures in place to protect privacy.  A report will be made back to council.

COUNCIL UPDATES

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett reported that the Fire Department responded to some 44 calls during September and that hazardous materials training has been completed.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reported continued problems with Comcast service.  Cullars requested that the city research costs associated with breaching the current franchise contract.

Cullars also recognized two young ladies attending the meeting to earn credits for a class at the high school.

EATON:  Council member Eaton thanked the police department for increased visibility in the downtown shopping areas.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that the fall retreat be held within the city limits.  Mahoney also questioned the status of camera equipment installation and operation.

AVERY:  Council member Avery requested that some type of fire ant treatment be used in the West End Cemetery.
POPE:  Council member Pope remarked on the number of city employees involved in Mule Day activities.  Pope also requested that the city pursue other alternatives other than Comcast service.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

FALL COUNCIL RETREAT

City Administrator Eskew reported that the tentative date for the fall council retreat is November 5, 2008.  Once all council members have cleared this date, council members will be notified of exact date, time and location.

CITY CHECKING ACCOUNTS

City Administrator Eskew advised that due to mounting charges associated with checking accounts currently held at Regions Bank, the city would like to move those accounts to Farmers State Bank.  Council members concurred with moving the checking accounts from Regions Bank to Farmers State Bank.

ISTEA RESOLUTION

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GOERIGA, (HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS “SPONSOR”) AND THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (HEREINAFTER REFEREED TO AS “DEPARTMENT”) TO CONTRACT FOR FUNDING UNDER THE TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY (HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS “TEA-21”)/

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation (hereinafter referred to as “US DOT”) and the Commissioner of the DEPARTMENT are authorized to contract for Transportation Enhancement Projects; and

WHEREAS, the contract for financial assistance imposes certain duties upon SPONSOR including but not limited to the provision of its local share of the project costs; and
WHEREAS, SPONSOR guarantees that it will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, all other pertinent directives and all US DOT requirements; and

WHEREAS, to complete the project, SPONSOR will use Disadvantaged Business Enterprises to the fullest extent possible and will implement and administer procedures to ensure that minority businesses are competitive for contracts and purchase orders when procuring services including but not limited to construction contracts, supplies, equipment contracts or consultant contracts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to execute the contract on behalf of the City of Washington, Georgia, with the DEPARTMENT for aid in financing construction, and all other activities incidental thereto, of Transportation Enhancement Activity pursuant to Public Law 105-178 (1998); and all other provisions as set forth in the contract with the DEPARTMENT.
2. The Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to execute and file an assurance or any other document required by the US DOT and the DEPARTMENT certifying compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
3. The Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to furnish any and all additional information that may be required by US DOT or the DEPARTMENT in connection with the application for the Transportation Enhancement Activity project and budget.
4. That the Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to set forth and execute affirmative disadvantaged business policies in connection with the participation goal established by the Georgia Department of Transportation.
CERTIFICATION
The undersigned duly qualified and acting as the City Clerk of the City of Washington, Georgia, certifies the following:

The City of Washington, Georgia, has contributed to date the sum of $27,935            towards preliminary engineering for this project.

The City of Washington, Georgia has identified sufficient resources to complete the Scope of Work for this project and make all payments not covered by the federal Transportation Enhancement Activity funding contribution.

The foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at a legally convened meeting of the City of Washington, Georgia, Mayor and City Council, held on October 13, 2008.
NORRIS WARE
Mr. Ware requested that the city publish again the schedule for the street department work areas.  Mr. Ware also advised that it would be nice if the city could install sidewalks to the edge of the city limits in the area of the new high school to accommodate students who might be walking to school.

APPEAL HEARING – HILAND PROPERTY – 213 E LIBERTY STREET

Attorney Stephen Sheppard asked the council to overturn a COA issued by the Historic Preservation Commission to both William Lee Hiland and the City of Washington.

Mr. Sheppard advised that Mr. Hiland was in a claim settlement process with his insurance company until August 14, 2008 and that Mr. Hiland now has a contract with Crayton Young for demolition.  Mr. Sheppard further requested that a deadline of December 31, 2008, be granted for having property returned to a clean appearance.

On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 to uphold the issuance of the COA in the name of William Lee Hiland and the City of Washington and to further require that demolition be completed by November 21, 2008.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:05 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK  
