REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 13, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 13, 2014, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on October 13, 2014.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meetings held September 8, 2014; the committee meeting held September 9, 2014; the bid opening held September 15, 2014, the called meetings held September 17 and 22, 2014; the bid opening held October 3, 2014 and the bid opening held October 10, 2014.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved the meeting agenda 6 to 0 adding an executive session to follow at the end of the regular meeting to address two legal matters and two personnel matters.

BLAKE THOMPSON – CHRISTMAS PARADE:  EMA Director Blake Thompson advised council of the upcoming Christmas parade scheduled for December 13, 2014 beginning at 6 PM.  The parade route will begin at the football field and end at the Pope Center.

REPORTS – FIRE/COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  Council member Tutt expressed concern with recent criminal activity in the District 1 area and requested that the Sheriff’s department have more presence in the community.

COUNCIL REPORTS
CULLARS:  Council member Cullars made a motion to move forward with a hearing before council on alleged racist activity by a local businessman; second by Rainey, council approved request 6 to 0.

Cullars requested that the Sheriff’s department supply council with a monthly activity report.

Cullars expressed concern that called meetings of council are not being scheduled to allow for members of council who are employed to attend.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked for some details on the plan to pay off the Pope Center note by year’s end as instructed by the audit firm.  Rainey also discussed some cash flow issues, including the insurance premium tax, property tax, Pope Center rental revenue and possible cemetery grave opening fee revenue.

Rainey requested that the Sheriff’s office provide to all Washington citizens the same level of service as had been provided by the Police department.

Rainey reminded those present of early voting for state and federal elections—October 13 through 31, 2014.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked the status of a request from Berry Plastics concerning a rate reduction.  At this time, no reduction has been made.  Tutt further reminded council that any reduction for one type of customer will have to be made up from other customers.  Tutt urged across the table reductions.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:

GROUP HEALTH:  City Administrator Bailey asked for a council decision on the 2015 group health insurance for city employees.  The fee increase from GMA and the MSI Benefits Group proposal on some Humana plans were discussed at the Work Session.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 1 to offer the Humana Option 2 plan with 90% coinsurance, $2000 deductible and a $1000 HRA.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.  It was noted that the cost to administer the HRA would be some $3500 annually.

POPE CENTER RESERVATION FORM:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of the Pope Center Reservation form as presented with exceptions of item #5 being changed to 30 days and item #7 not being acted upon at this time.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the amended Pope Center Reservation form.

PENN CREDIT:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval to contract with Penn Credit for the collection of past due accounts.  Only non-active, 90 day or older accounts will be turned over.  Customers in an on-going agreement status will not be turned over.  Penn Credit will only be paid on accounts that they collect.

On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

ORDINANCE:  CHAPTER 82-12. Delinquent Accounts.  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the recommended changes to City Ordinance 82-12.a.b.and c.  Sub-sections d, e and f will remain the same.  Ordinance change as follows:
Section 82-12. – Delinquent Accounts.
(a)  All utility bills shall be due by the 15th of each month.  A no penalty grace period of 10 days will be granted for all consumers.  If not paid by the 25th of each month, a seven-percent late fee shall be added and collected.  Service shall be discontinued if the bill is not paid by the 3rd of the following month.
(b) On the 4th of the month, unless it falls on a Holiday or Friday, the city administrator or city clerk will determine who has not paid and will provide a list to the electrical department and see that it immediately begins disconnecting service.  No service will be disconnected if the weather is such that state and federal regulations would prohibit disconnection.  All accounts on the cut-off list will be charged a $75 non-refundable fee prior to the electric department receiving the listing.  A fee of $50 will be charged for after-hours reconnection.
(c) The policy will be to disconnect all delinquent accounts on the 4th of each month.

RESOLUTION – E911:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved the E911 resolution 6 to 0.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, officials of the City of Washington, Georgia, did enter into a Plan and Agreement with the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners, establishing an emergency 911 communications system; and
WHEREAS, the original agreement did set out the system under joint authority; and
WHEREAS, the original agreement did set out that every telephone subscriber shall be assessed a charge of $1.50 each; and
WHEREAS, it is at this time the desire of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, to reaffirm the necessity for the “911” charge as provided for in the past; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of Washington does reaffirm the necessity for the “911” charge and the emergency 911 communications system.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall authorize the continuance of the E911 Communication System without interruption.
Adopted this 13th day of October, 2014.

SALE OF 118 SPRING STREET PROPERTY:  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to accept the high bid of $37,000 from the First United Methodist Church for the property located at 118 Spring Street (police department).

ORDINANCE – CHAPTER 20. CEMETERIES:   On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to replace the current City Ordinance Chapter 20 with the submitted revisions.  Revised ordinance follows:
Cemeteries
Section 20 – 1.  General
A.  Unless otherwise noted the guidance and requirements included in this section are applicable to all cemeteries owned and maintained by the City of Washington.
B. No one may be buried in the School Street Cemetery unless the burial is to be included in a specified and marked family plot and the deceased to be buried there is a member of the identified family.
C. The cost for any lot in any of the city cemeteries shall be $200 for a two grave lot.  No single grave lots shall be sold.
D. All lots sold shall be perpetual care lots.
E. No lots shall be sold except by the City.  If a deed holder has a vacant lot that is excess to the deed holders needs that lot may be purchased by the city for the price originally paid.
F. Neither trees, shrubs, flagpoles, fences, nor any other object that may inhibit maintenance shall be placed on cemetery lots unless approved in writing in advance by the city.  This does not prevent family or individual markers except as otherwise prohibited herein.
G. Plants and flowers placed on a grave may remain until they become disarranged or cease to be of good color or condition.
H. Any cement vault tops shall be buried beneath the surface of the burial plot.
I. Funeral homes shall be responsible for installing and maintaining readable temporary markers until replaced by a permanent marker.  All graves must be marked.
J. Except as noted herein mausoleums are authorized in city cemeteries.
K. The 2009 section of Rest Haven has been designated as a flat cemetery.  As a result, no above ground markers shall be authorized.

Section 20 -2.
A grave opening permit shall be required for anyone opening a grave at any of the city cemeteries.  The permit is to be purchased prior to the burial.  The permit must contain the following information:
A.  The name of the person to be buried.
B. The name of the grave digger.
C. The name of the funeral home in charge
D. The date and time of the funeral
E. Cemetery section and lot number
F. The name of the person to whom the lot is deeded
G. The cost of the permit shall be $25.  Penalty for not obtaining a permit shall be $75.  Failure to comply with this section shall result in a misdemeanor offense.  Repeated violation of this chapter by the funeral home can result in revocation of burial privileges.
H. Permits are to be purchased at the city business office during regular business hours:  8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday.  Exceptions can be made for extenuating circumstances.
I. The funeral director or its agent must provide the information required on the permit.  Family members may make direct payment to the city for the permit; however, the funeral director must sign an agreement that all requirements shall be met.

Section 20 -3.
Approval of the grave opening permit:
A.  Prior to issuing the permit, a representative of the funeral home, the family, and the city will meet and establish the identification of the burial plot.
B. After an application has been properly completed, a representative of the city will verify the information to make sure the correct grave is marked for opening and then approve the permit.
C. At this meeting a representative of the city shall inform the funeral director where any excess dirt is to be placed.
D. Once the permit is approved, the funeral director shall be responsible for the grave until after the burial is completed.

Section 20-4.
Digging of graves:
A.  Graves may be mechanically dug by an insured and bonded grave digger in all sections of all cemeteries except in the Rest Haven 1902 and 1923 sections.  Mechanical digging in these two sections must be individually and specifically approved by the city.
B. Regardless of the manner of digging, the funeral home shall be responsible for the costs of repairs to damaged cemetery grounds.  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett reminded those present that city auditors had instructed that the Pope Center loan be paid off by year’s end and that city staff has worked hard to accomplish this by looking for savings across the board.  Barnett expressed satisfaction in being able to pass along a small savings to property owner by reduction of the city millage rate.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an approved executive session at 6:50 PM to handle legal and personnel matters.

On motion by Rainey, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session at 8:07 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that one legal matter, two real estate matters and two personnel matters were discussed in executive session, with no final action being taken.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 PM.

                                                                                        _____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                        ____________________________________CLERK




