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REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 14, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 14, 2013, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Attorney Fleming and City Clerk Danner.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Harris, second by Armour, the minutes work session and regular meetings held on September 9, 2013, were approved 6 to 0.

MEETING AGENDA:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Harris, council approved meeting agenda 6 to 0.

CHAMBER REPORT:  Chamber Director Lyndon Amis gave a report on the recent Mule Day event.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:  David Jenkins reported that a second home on Norman Street is under re-construction, but that a third home re-hab has been held up in the federal government shutdown.

Jenkins also reported on the activities scheduled at the Pope Center.

Jenkins requested approval of a CHIP Grant Application Resolution to assist the down-payments for up to 20 homes.  Grant requires no local match.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved the resolution for application 6 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.

Council member Tutt requested that Economic Development Director Hannah Mullins attend each council meeting to give updated reports.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Lt. Benny Johnson reported on crosswalk monitoring and informed all present of the Halloween guidelines and times for October 31, 2013, trick or treating.  Johnson also reminded all of the upcoming Toys for Tots Christmas drive.

2012 AUDIT REPORT:  Butch Whiddon and Connie Gamble of Baird and Company gave council a brief report on the outcome of the 2012 financial audit of the City.  Two things that were mentioned that they believe would help the city would be the implementation of a purchase order system and a vehicle maintenance program.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett thanked those involved in the recent Mule Day event at Callaway Plantation.

Mayor Barnett advised that the percentage of students involved in after school activities is up and commended the high school football team and band.

Mayor Barnett advised of a proposed Animal Control Ordinance that was included in the meeting packet to be reviewed by the November meeting of council.

Mayor Barnett commended the Fire Department on work in maintaining the ISO insurance rating.  Barnett further advised that water plant re-hab is complete with several weeks of testing yet to be completed and that the waterline from the Skull Shoals plant to Lexington Road replacement has begun.

CITY ATTORNEY-DDA RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE:  City Attorney Fleming presented for council approval a resolution to amend current city ordinance reflecting state law change for the DDA membership.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, council approved resolution to amend city ordinance 6 to 0.
A copy of the resolution/ordinance change is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
HARRIS:  Council member Harris advised of a cemetery committee meeting on October 23 at City Hall.  Proposed changes to the cemetery ordinance will be presented at the December meeting of council.

Harris also advised of some downtown merchant advertising on Channel 6 between October 22 and December 22, 2013.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reminded senior citizens of the EOA Energy Assistance program applications on November 19 and 20 at the Pope Center.

Cullars also advised that there should be a street in Washington named after M. L. King, Jr.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt that the statewide high school dropout rate is near 51% and stressed that education is an economic driver and that Washington should be concerned about a well-trained workforce.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey requested that an update on the Gordon Street school property be given each month at the council meeting.

2013 BUDGET ADJUSTMENT RESOLUTION:  City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of some $21,100.00 in budget adjustments to the 2013 City Budget.  Adjustments are for a general government computer server;  DFACS heating/air unit; Pope Center advertising and summer pool workers. On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved resolution and adjustments 4 to 2.  Council members Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.  

RESOLUTION- PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION PLAN:  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved a Pre-Disaster Mitigation plan resolution 6 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:55 PM.
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