REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 10, 2008

The Mayor and City Council held their regular monthly meeting, November 10, 2008, 6 PM at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, Council members Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Council member Avery was out of town.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Lt. Johnson of the Police Department.

Visitors present were:  Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Marshall Waters III, Michael Wylie, Albert Moore, Archecia Ann Cullars, Barbara Bacon, David Jenkins, Kay Frances Cobb, Marion Tutt, Jr., Carrington Tutt, Rachel Jackson, Billy Gartrell, Cadebas Davis, Uriah Barnes, Latisa King, Meiko Mays, Hattie Callaway, Annie R. Wilkinson, Sue Davidson, Jim Davidson, Robert Geiger, Susan Pope and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Council member Pope followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of two Public Hearings held on October 13, 2008 and the regular meeting held on October 13, 2008.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT

Mrs. Barnett reminded those present of the Veteran’s Day celebration to be held on the Square, Tuesday, November 11, 2008 at 11 AM.  

Mrs. Barnett also reminded of up-coming events:  Candlelight Shopping on November 25, 2008; Southern Gospel Play – November 28, 2008 at the Pope Conference Center; Terri Lane book signing at Retro Cinema on November 22, 2008; the Legislative Breakfast at Third Shiloh on December 11, 2008; Christmas Tour of Homes on December 12 and 13 and the Christmas parade on December 14, 2008.
MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Mr. Jenkins advised that the 2008 Cemetery Conference will be held at the Pope Center on November 13 and 14.  

Mr. Jenkins also advised that the Redevelopment Plan for the Rusher Street area is progressing.

CSRA AGENCY ON AGING – LINDA ECHOLS

Mrs. Echols, on behalf of the CSRA Agency on Aging, invited council to the Advisory Council meeting and holiday luncheon to be held December 10, 2008 and also advised of a Public Hearing to be held January 14, 2009 at the Senior Center.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

In the absence of Chief Davis, Lt. Johnson presented the monthly report for the department.  Council member Mahoney asked about recent vandalism at Booker Park where someone set the newly installed benched on fire and also asked about the numbers of children out late at night.  Lt. Johnson will have the Chief or Asst. Chief contact the council member.

NOVEMBER DDA MEETING

Council member Eaton advised that the November DDA meeting will be held on the 20th at 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

City Attorney Fleming asked for council action on the “Red Flag Policies” for the Prevention of Identity Theft.  Council member Cullars asked that council have more time for review and discussion at the up-coming retreat; with possible adoption at the December meeting of council.
COUNCIL REPORTS:

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked if the council meetings were still being televised on Comcast.  City Administrator advised that council meeting are televised on Tuesday and Thursday.  

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett reported that the Fire Department responded to 34 incidents in October—a new record low.  Also, pump tests have been completed on all city and county fire trucks.

CULLARS:  
Council member Cullars asked about any improvements in the Comcast service.  City Administrator advised that some improvements have been made and new equipment is being installed this week for even more enhancement to service.  The PBS stations are still experiencing problems because their signals are received via satellite.  City Administrator Eskew further advised that the Franchise with Comcast is non-exclusive.
Council member Cullars also asked that the Mayor and Administrator meet with Lamb Management Company about installing basketball goals at the courts located on Lincoln Circle.  Cullars understands that the Housing Authority and Lamb are considering taking up the courts because they are not handicap assessable and because of crime in the area.

Cullars asked the status of the fire damaged house on Liberty Street.  City Administrator Eskew advised that a contract had been signed with work to begin on November 17 and completed by November 21, 2008.  Cullars also asked if the new Nuisance ordinance provides protection against “repeat” offenses.  City Administrator Eskew advised that there is wording in the ordinance to deal with “repeat offenders”.

Cullars asked the status of an outstanding utility bill on the Pope Center by the current management company.  City Administrator Eskew advised that a new management contract should be in place by December 1 and that the outstanding bill will be resolved within that time frame.
POPE:  Council member Pope requested that before adoption of a proposed Curfew Ordinance that citizens be allowed input during an open meeting forum.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

City Administrator Eskew reported a request from the Hospital Auxiliary for the lighting of the Christmas Tree on the Courthouse lawn at 6:30 PM on November 25, 2008.

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved request 5 to 0.

MAYOR’S UPDATE

Mayor Burns reminded those present that applications will be taken on November 13 and 14 at the Third Shiloh Center for energy assistance for the elderly.

Council member Mahoney asked about a notice he was given prior to the meeting about a Service Delivery meeting on November 17, 2008 at the Courthouse.

On motion by Cullars, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 0 adding this item to the agenda for discussion.

City Administrator Eskew advised that Service Delivery was established in the late 1990’s by HB 489.  Service Delivery basically states that no citizen should be taxed twice for the same service.  After discussion, council agreed in principal to attend the November 17, 2008, with open minds.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved adjournment at 7:05 PM 3 to 2, with council members Cullars and Mahoney voting against.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
