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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, November 11, 2013, beginning at 6 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present are listed in the Work Session held on November 11, 2013.

Rev. James Pritchard opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meeting held on October 14, 2013, and the Public Hearing/Called meeting held November 1, 2013.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

CHAMBER REPORT:  Chamber Director Lyndon Amis reminded those present of the Family Connection sponsored Legislative Breakfast on December 5, 2013 at the Third Shiloh Center.  

Amis also thanked the Public Works Department for all their hard work around town.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:  David Jenkins advised that the Gordon Street school project is moving along with a tour scheduled for Saturday, November 16, 2013 at 11 AM.

Jenkins also reminded those present of the URA meeting on November 19, 2013, at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall and the DDA meeting on November 21, 2013, at 8:30 at the Farmers State Bank.

Jenkins advised that Barbara Bacon is taking applications for minor home repairs to be done by the Hands on Washington project.  This project is funded by private sector donations.  Mrs. Bacon may be reached through City Hall.

Jenkins also advised that Foxwood Development will have a temporary leasing office at the Pope Center beginning November 18, 2013, Monday – Friday, 10 AM until 5 PM; phone 706-678-2061.  This is a senior development for those 55 years of age and older.

POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE:  Chief Glenn reminded all present of the Gifts for Children campaign.  Donations of gifts and money will be accepted through December 17, 2013 and gifts will be dispersed on December 19, 2013.  Applications will be accepted through December 8, 2013.

EDDIE FINNELL – SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH:  Eddie Finnell, a deacon at Springfield Baptist Church, located on Church Street requested that council install sidewalks, curb and gutters on Church Street.  Mr. Finnell advised that the church is 145 years old and is the oldest black church in the county.  Council discussed TSPLOST funds and what has already been committed for these funds.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett thanked all veterans for their service to our nation.  Barnett also reminded those present of the playoff game at Tiger Stadium this Friday.  Barnett also reminded those present of the upcoming Christmas parade.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  City Attorney Fleming presented to council a resolution to amend the current city ordinance to allow for Sunday sales of alcohol as approved by voters in the November 5, 2013, election.  If approved by Council, this resolution will allow for immediate implementation of Sunday sales.

On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 5 to 1 the resolution to amend city ordinance to allow for Sunday sales of alcohol.  Council member Armour voted against the motion.  A copy of the Resolution in its entirety is on file in the office of the City Clerk.

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reminded those present of the Energy Assistance program applications on November 19 and 20 at the Pope Center.  This application period is for elderly and disabled persons.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey advised that she had fliers available on the Energy Assistance program.

Rainey suggested that the Historic Properties Committee should formulate a two year plan to generate revenue at both Callaway Plantation and the Museum.

Rainey commented that no millage rate increase meant no extra income.  Rainey also commented that the city should not fund a position that does not report to council when requested to do so.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked about the schedule of topics for the newsletter SPARK written by James McWilliams.  Tutt was advised that the December newsletter would be about the Police Department’s Gifts for Children program and the January 2014 newsletter would be about energy conservation – heating/thermostat.

Tutt also expressed concern that the PDA Economic Developer was not present at the council meeting, though she had been asked by council at the October meeting to be at future meetings.  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  City Administrator Eskew asked council to forward to him their comments on the proposed Tree Ordinance and the proposed Spaying/Neutering Ordinance.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:40 PM.
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