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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, November 13, 2017, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on November 13, 2017.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that the annual Christmas Tree lighting will be on Tuesday, November 21, 2017, at 6 PM on the square.  This year’s tree came from Clark Hill Tree Farm at a cost of $400.  School children are again making ornaments for the tree.

Barnett asked that everyone support the WW Tigers in the playoff game against Manchester.  It was noted that the school system is letting out at noon on Friday for those wanting to travel to the game.

Barnett reminded citizens of the public hearing scheduled for December 4, 2017, at 8:30 AM in the council chambers of city hall for citizen input on the proposed 2018 budget.

CITY ATTORNEY FLEMING:  City Attorney Fleming reminded council that they had been provided with three different ways to incorporate citizens on the ethics review panel.  Questions can be directed to the attorney.  Council may bring back suggestions at the December meeting of council.

TEMPORARY POURING PERMIT REQUESTED:  City Clerk Danner reported a request from the Chamber of Commerce for a Temporary Pouring Permit for their annual banquet to be held on January 27, 2018, at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0

TOPICS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked if an extra officer/officers had been included in the 2018 budget.  Administration will get with the sheriff on a cost for extra personnel within the city.

Rainey also requested that the Mayor give serious thought to his appointments to the Housing Authority Board, in light of the dollars they have available, but no after school program for housing authority residents children.

Council member Rainey also asked that the minutes reflect that she has decided to rescind her vote in favor of the rebuild of the fire department living quarters.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt advised that he was concerned about the overtime dollars within the Fire Department.  Tutt also advised that a 2.5% utility rate increase would be detrimental to the residents of District 1.  Tutt also expressed his dis-pleasure in not raising the 2017 tax millage rate.

Tutt also remarked that the Pope Center is used on a daily basis and would like for the building to be taken off the market.  It was noted that as no interest was shown on the purchase of the Pope Center property that it has indeed been off the market for several months.  Tutt further asked that budget cuts be looked for within the Pope Center budget.

Council member Tutt thanked the voters of District 1 for re-electing him to a third term.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey distributed to council the Personnel policy for hiring procedures.  Questions can be directed to the City Administrator.

Bailey reported a request for use of the square on November 18, 2017, for an Animal Shelter bake sale.
On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

ORDINANCE UPDATE:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval for updates to the sign ordinance.  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the updates to the sign ordinance.  Updates are:
Section 58-2. Definitions:  “Internally Lit” sign or letter which is lit from the inside.
Section 58-4. Site Requirements:  Lit signs must be externally illuminated with a shielded indirect light source.  Internally lit are only allowed in the C-2 zoning district. A list of suggested fixtures is available for view with the building inspector.
Section 58-8.  Prohibited Signs:   Internally lit signs in all zoned districts except C-2
Section 58-11.  Non-Conforming Signs:  If the condition of a sign deteriorates and is in need of replacement, the new sign must conform to the standards set forth in this ordinance.

FIREMAN’S CANCER INSURANCE RESOLUTION:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of a resolution to join the GMA Fireman’s Cancer Insurance Fund as required by state law effective January 1, 2018.  On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  It was noted that the cost of this insurance is $5430 for 2018.

MAYOR’S CLOSING REMARKS:  	Mayor Barnett reminded those present of the ribbon cutting for the new Youth Detention Center on November 14, 2017, at 11 AM.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an executive session to discuss a real estate matter at 6:29 PM.

On motion by Rainey, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the re-enter open session at 6:55 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that one real estate matter and two legal matters were discussed in executive session with no final action taken.

On motion by Rainey, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 for Mayor Barnett to sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved meeting adjournment at 6:55 PM.
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