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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, November 14, 2016, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented, adding an executive session to discuss a legal matter, a power point presentation and removing the appointment to the Housing Authority.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested council approval of Courtney Campbell and Sharon Jones to the URA Board.  On motion by Mahoney, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the appointment of Courtney Campbell to the URA Board.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 3-3-1 the appointment of Sharon Jones to the URA Board.  Council members Mahoney, Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

Council members Rainey and Mahoney voiced concern that the recommendations of the URA Board on appointees were not considered.

Mayor Barnett reminded those present of the Candle Light shopping on November 22 and assured those present that the square would be completed by that time and that the Christmas tree would also be up for that event.

Mayor Barnett also reminded everyone of the upcoming Christmas Parade of Lights on December 10, 2016.

Mayor Barnett advised that the online convenience fee for credit card payments will be discontinued as soon as programming is complete.

Mayor Barnett commented that the 2017 Budget development process is going well.

ADRIENNE ANDERSON:  Mrs. Anderson advised of the upcoming MLK JR Breakfast on January 14, 2017 at the Third Shiloh Center and the parade beginning at 1 PM.

Mrs. Anderson also expressed to council her concern over extremely high utility bills at the residence during the months of June, July and August.  City Utility staff have checked her meter and also done an energy audit at her home.  Mrs. Anderson suggested that instead of spending money on the square, that money would be better utilized in lowering utility rates.

Mrs. Anderson will meet with Mayor Barnett on November 15, 2016, for further discussion.

TOYS FOR TOTS – BLAKE THOMPSON:  EMA Director Thompson reminded that applications for the Toys for Tots Christmas program is ongoing.  Toys will be presented on December 23, 2016, at the Pope Center.

COUNCIL TOPICS:

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney voiced concern that letters sent from the Code Enforcement office requesting that properties be brought up to standard are not being sent by certified mail.

Mahoney also voiced concern on all the work done to the square and associated costs.  Mahoney thought that the work would be done in phases.

MAYOR BARNETT:  Mayor Barnett advised that work on the square is included in the 2016 budget in the Public Works Department.  Barnett advised that the city has to create an environment and atmosphere where people want to come and the first priority is the square.  Mayor Barnett presented a power point presentation showing the city status from 2013 until present.  Highlights were:  net worth of city has increased some $2.5 million; maintenance costs are down 25%; fuel expenses down some 40%; Capital Reserves in 2014 were $0 and now $735,000; debt has been reduced some 12; city operations are more efficient; Sanitation pays for itself; 2017 rates are not increased; salary increases budgeted for 2017; Family Connections funded for 2017; depreciation is funded and capital items are funded.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt advised that he was not against the work done on the square but though council should have voted on the matter and just discussed it.  Tutt suggested that costs to citizens should be lowered.  Tutt state that he would vote for a budget when it affects citizens of District 1.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey expressed that citizens are hurting and something should be done on the utility bills.

City Administrator Bailey advised that credits to the MEAG Trust have been applied to the city’s utility bill in order to avoid customer rate increases.  Although there have been no customer rate increases, the city’s fixed and variable costs have gone up.

Council member Mahoney advised that during the Electric Committee meeting it was discussed that electric revenue was down some $600,000 and that the city needs to do things that make sense and have more economic impact.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR ITEMS:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval to submit an application for road closure for the Christmas Parade on December 10.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Mahoney, council approved request 6 to 0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an approved executive session at 7:06 PM.

On motion by Tutt, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session at 7:27 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that two legal matters were discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:28 PM.
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