REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 8, 2008

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, December 8, 2008, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were the same persons as listed in the previous Public Hearing.

Council member Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes the regular meeting held November 10, 2008, a council retreat held November 21, 2008 and a called meeting held November 26, 2008.

AGENDA APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

TOURISM/CHAMBER UPDATE

On behalf of the Chamber, Ed Pope III reminded those present of the Legislative Breakfast to be held December 11, 2008, 8 AM at the Third Shiloh Center and the Christmas Tour of Home and Dinner the weekend of December 12-14, 2008.  The annual Chamber Banquet will be held January 22, 2009.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Lt. Johnson entertained questions about the submitted monthly report for the Department.  Council member Cullars questioned the location of DUI stops and also sales of alcohol by un-licensed persons.  These questions will be passed on to the Police Chief.

COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the monthly DDA meeting will be held December 18, 2008, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

City Attorney Fleming reported on an updated contract with Gourmet Services for the operation of the Pope Conference Center.  Fleming highlighted financial considerations of $250 monthly rental and $350 monthly lease payments on kitchen equipment along with utility payments for kitchen electrical use.  The contract term is for one year, but at any time with sixty days notice, contract may be terminated.  Gourmet Services will promote marketing of the center and will be actively involved in hotel negotiations.
Council expressed concerns that no dollar amount was specified for marketing and that GSI would not be paying the total utilities on the building.

Council member Cullars made a motion not to accept the contract from Gourmet Services as presented, second by Mahoney, council voted 2 to 4.  Voting against the motion were council members Avery, Barnett, Eaton and Pope.

Further discussion ensued with comments taken from citizens present.  

On motion by Barnett, second by Eaton, to accept the contract as presented, council voted 3 to 3.  Council members voting against the motion were Avery, Cullars and Mahoney.  As set forth in city charter, in the case of a tie vote, the Mayor voted for the motion.
COUNCIL UPDATES

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that the Recycling program, though never abandoned, will be rejuvenated.  Eaton has met with school officials and civic organizations to advise them of the recycling program.  New mail outs should be sent within the next week to all sanitation customers.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett advised that the Fire Department responded to some 39 calls in November 2008.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars advised of a Housing Authority Board meeting at 2 PM on December 11, 2008.  Cullars also requested that all Housing Authority Board meetings be advertised.
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that possible funding be explored for a city pool.

POPE:  Council member Pope advised that county residents may participate in the recycling program by purchasing the bags at $1 each and bringing their recycling material to a specified location on Thursdays.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew reminded council of a Public Hearing on Friday, December 12, 2008, 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to receive citizen comment on the proposed 2009 City Budget.

ADOPTION – GA MINIMUM STANDARD CODES

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the adoption of the Georgia State Minimum Codes to become effective January 1, 2009.  Codes adopted are:  International Building Code 2206 Edition, International Fuel Gas Code 2006 Edition, International Mechanical Code 2006 Edition, International Plumbing Code 2006 Edition, National Electrical Code 2006 Edition, International Fire Code 2006 Edition, International Energy Conservation Code 2006 Edition, International Residential Code 2006 Edition (all referenced codes with Georgia Amendments); and, the International Property Maintenance Code 2006 Edition, International Existing Building Code 2006 Edition.   Administrative procedure and penalties of all adopted codes are according to the Codes of Ordinances of the City of Washington, Georgia.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:15 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
