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REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 9, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, December 9, 2013, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Barnett presided.

Present were the Mayor and all members of Council.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors attending are listed in the Appeal Hearing held on the same date.

Rev. Thomas Hall opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by MSG Creager.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meeting held on November 11, 2013.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented adding an item by Council member Harris.

CHAMBER UPDATE:  Chamber Director Lyndon Amis reported that the Chamber has had a good month with good attendance at Chamber sponsored events such as the Legislative Breakfast and Candlelight shopping on the square and Snowing on the Square.  Amis also reminded everyone of the Christmas parade on December 14, 2013 beginning at 6 PM.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Hannah Mullins advised that she had completed the Economic Development Academy and thought that it was a great program and urged others to take the class.  Mullins advised that the PDA has begun surveys of current properties owned and clean-up of the old IP site.

Mullins continues to net-work to establish state and regional level contacts.

Mullins also advised that work has begun on “re-branding” of a LOGO for the city and county that will be easily recognizable.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  David Jenkins updated those present on some possible uses/concepts for the Gordon Street school property.  Jenkins also noted components of the property that has been identified through the Advisory Board which shall be saved- gym, administrative wing, library wing and cafeteria facilities.

Jenkins advised that the third homes on both Rusher and Norman are under construction.

The CHIP application has been submitted which will provide down payment assistance of up to $14,000 for some 20 individuals.  This will have some $39,000 in revenue for the city with no match required.

Jenkins reminded of the URA meeting on December 17, 2013, beginning at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

POLICE REPORT:  Chief Glenn reminded of the upcoming Christmas for Children toy drive, with toys to be given out on December 20, from 9 until Noon at the Pope Center.

Council member Cullars asked that the Chief research the number of stops made by GSP within the city limits of Washington during calendar year 2013.

ROBERT WILLINGHAM – REST HAVEN REVISITED:  Mr. Willingham presented to council a check in the amount of $1100.00 to be used for the upkeep and maintenance of Rest Haven Cemetery.  Willingham praised the Public Works grounds keepers for the excellent upkeep of the cemetery and thanked the city for use of the cemetery each year for the Rest Haven Re-visited drama.

NATIONAL GUARD PRESENTATION:  MSG Creager with the Georgia National Guard made a video presentation to council about the number of guard members within Georgia, the different divisions within Georgia and the economic impact made by the Guard units.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett presented for council approval a resolution concerning the Gordon Street school property.  Resolution follows:

BE IT RESOLVED, by voted of the Mayor and Council, on December 9, 2013, that the City of Washington shall inform the Gordon Street School Advisory Council of any planned change, other than maintenance and preservation of the gym, band room, administrative section, dining facility and library of the Gordon Street School Complex.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved resolution by a vote of 5-0-1.  Council member Armour abstained from voting.

Mayor Barnett reminded everyone of the upcoming downtown Christmas parade on December 14, 2013, at 6 PM.

Mayor Barnett also advised that the Aonia water plant is back online, but that customers may experience some “red” water for a few days.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reminded citizens that Energy Assistance will again take application for heating assistance in January.

Council member Cullars made a motion to extend the serving hours for alcohol license holders for holidays that fall between Monday and Thursday (Christmas 2013 and New Year 2014) until 2 AM, second by Rainey, council approved motion 6 to 0.

Cullars requested that in upcoming budget meetings, council consider maintaining training dollars for council education.  Cullars further requested that some work to be done to determine the revenue that could be gained by the City if GSP traffic stops start being handled by Municipal Court.  Cullars also noted that fee increases for alcohol licenses be considered.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked about the status of Redevelopment Fund applications and CDBG 2014 grant application status.

Rainey also requested that City Administrator Eskew work with staff to develop a chart showing clearly when budget adjustments are made where the funds are coming from and the reasons for needed adjustments.

Rainey strongly urged Mayor Barnett to consider recommendations made for upcoming URA appointments.

HARRIS:  Council member Harris took a few moments to thank city staff for their cooperation during his tenure on council.  Harris spoke also of the impact of tourism dollars on small businesses.  

Harris congratulated council member elect Robert Armour and urged him to always look at the issues and consider what is indeed best for the entire city.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Eskew advised that Distilled Spirits license renewal hearings will be held on December 20, 2013, at 10 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Eskew further advised that the Watershed Protection Plan Resolution will be considered at the December 20, 2013 meeting.

Eskew asked for council approval of the State Minimum Code Standards update to be effective January 1, 2014.  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved ordinance update 6 to 0.l

Eskew reminded those present of the Budget Public Hearing on December 13, 2013, at 4 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall and also of the Budget Approval meeting on December 20, 2013, beginning at 10 AM in the Council Chambers of City hall.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Harris, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:25 
PM.
                                                                                     ____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                     ____________________________________CLERK
