REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 10, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, December 10, 2007, at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Distilled Spirits Public Hearings held December 10, 2007.

Council member Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH ENTERPRISE ZONE

Main Street Director David Jenkins requested that council approve an ordinance to establish an enterprise zone as distributed to council at their November 2007 meeting.
On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the following ordinance establishing an Enterprise Zone as follows:

An ordinance designating an area as an Enterprise Zone pursuant to the Georgia Enterprise Zone Employment Act of 1997, providing tax incentives and other incentives, designating an authorized agency to act in all matters pertaining to the Enterprise Zone Act, and outlining policies and procedures for the administration of the Enterprise Zone (O.C.G.A 36-88-5).

WHEREAS, the City of Washington, Georgia hereinafter referred to as the “City” desires to create the proper economic and social environment to induce the investment of private resources in productive business enterprises located in the area meeting criteria established by the Enterprise Zone Employment Act of 1997, hereinafter referred to as the Act, and to provide employment to residents of such area. 
WHEREAS, the necessary conditions exist in the designated area described and documented in the 2007 Southwest Washington Redevelopment Plan to qualify the area as an enterprise zone:

Section 1.

That the City hereby designated the area described in 2007 Urban Redevelopment Plan (URP) attached hereto and incorporated herein as the Enterprise Zone to be known as the “Southwest Washington Enterprise Zone”.

Section 2.

That the City finds the area meets the qualification of the Act by:

1. Pervasive poverty –The redevelopment area falls into three contiguous portions of Census Tracts Block Groups that are at least 20% poverty or greater.  To this end, the entire redevelopment area is in a 20% poverty area as illustrated by 2007 Redevelopment Area map (attached as an integral component of this Ordinance).  The Census Tract and Block Groups that encompass the redevelopment area can be found below (O.C.G.A. 36-88-6):

Census Tract 9803

Block Group 2

Census Tract 9803

Block Group 3

Census Tract 9803

Block Group 4

2. Underdevelopment –There is significant documentation of underdevelopment in southwest Washington.  The Southwest Washington Redevelopment Plan has identified both residential and commercial underdevelopment in the area.

3. General Distress – Adverse conditions in the downtown area include health and safety issues.  Many buildings have reached a point of deterioration that poses a threat to any occupant.  Floors appear unable to support any type of moderate weight and large debris makes even simple clean up difficult.

4. General Blight – A resolution has been passed that recognizes a blighting influence in certain buildings in the community.

5. Redevelopment Area – The southwest quadrant of the City of Washington has been designated a redevelopment area by the City Council of the City of Washington.

Section 3.

That the City hereby ordains and declares that upon designation of the area as an Enterprise Zone, the City may provide the following incentives in the area including tax incentives to qualified businesses in accordance with the definition of such businesses outlined in the Act which are not applicable throughout the City.  These incentives include tap fees, sign fees, regulatory fees and building permit fees associated with new business location in the designated area.

A. The City shall exempt qualifying businesses as outlined in the Act from municipal ad valorem property taxes, excluding property taxes imposed by school districts or the Board of Commissioners of Wilkes County, that would otherwise be levied on the qualifying businesses and service enterprises in accordance with the following schedule (O.C.G.A. 36-88-8):

One hundred percent abatement of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes shall be exempt for the first five years.

Eighty percent of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes will be exempt for year six.

Sixty percent of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes will be exempt for year seven.

Forty percent of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes will be exempt for year eight.

Twenty percent of post-assessed rehabilitation property taxes will be exempt for nine years.

Zero percent abate will begin at year ten.

B. Other incentives that may be granted will be negotiated on a case-by-case basis.

Section 4.

That the City is the authorized agency to act in all matters pertaining to the Enterprise Zone and reserves the power to grant the incentives listed to qualifying businesses in accordance with the authorization powers granted to local governments in the administration of the Enterprise Zone in the Act.

Section 5.

That the City further directs and designates the Manager of the City of Washington Main Street Program as liaison for communication with the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, other state communications with the qualified businesses, as out-lined within.

Section 6.

That the City has the power to administer, require and enforce compliance with the provisions of the ordinances and such administrative rules or regulations adopted hereinafter by way of resolution or as contained within, including but not limited to reports, data, and information from businesses within the Enterprise Zone to verify compliance with this ordinance and state law.

Section 7.

That qualifying businesses or service enterprises shall be defined as:  “Business enterprise” meaning retail, manufacturing, warehousing & distribution, processing, telecommunications, tourism, research & development, new residential construction and rehabilitation; “Service enterprise” meaning finance, insurance, or real estate activities.

Section 8.

That the qualifying businesses shall consent to enter into a contractual agreement that outlines the incentives offered to the business and a guideline for the recapture, revocation, or reimbursement of the incentives should the terms of the contract be violated by the target business.
Section 9.


All development in the Enterprise Zone is eligible for tax incentives should the qualifying business meet the criteria established herein (O.C.G.A. 36-88-8).  Criteria established for the Enterprise Zone includes that the qualifying business provide “Economic Stimulus” with sufficient quantity and quality by:

1. Creation of five (5) full-time jobs and;

2. When possible, 10% of new employees shall be low-and moderate income individuals or;

3. If residential and/or rehabilitation of an existing structure where value of improvements is greater than 500% of land value, exemptions apply to ANY entity within the zone.

Section 10.

That this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the City of Washington.

Adopted this 10th day of December, 2007.

ASHLEY BARNETT – TOURISM

Tourism Director Ashley Barnett advised council that the Candlelight shopping events were a huge success with store owners very pleased with the turnout and that the Christmas Tour of Homes was also a success with many people in town over the weekend.

Upcoming events include:  re-opening and ribbon cutting at the Liberty Street Park on December 11, 2007 at 10 AM; Woman’s Club Open House and dinner the end of January 2008, and; the third stage of the Tour de Georgia will begin in Washington on April 23, 2008.

BLAKE THOMPSON – CHRISTMAS PARADE

EMS Director Blake Thompson thanked all involved in Public Safety during the Christmas parade on December 9, 2007.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Lt. Crookham presented the monthly department report for November and reminded those present of the department’s Toys for Children campaign.

REQUEST- USE OF CONFERENCE CENTER

Mr. Darvin Crew requested use of the Pope Conference Center on December 31, 2007 for an event for young people.  Mayor Burns advised that the Conference Center is managed by Washington Events Management and that Mr. Crew must contact their office.  Mr. Crew advised that he may request help with funding for the event from the city.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that there will be no DDA meeting in December.  Eaton further stated that she appreciated all the work that council member Hardy has done during his tenure.  This will be Hardy’s last regular meeting as he did not offer for re-election.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked about the role of the Minority Development Corporation.  City Administrator Eskew advised that the Minority Development Corporation and its representative Tony Henderson will act as project manager for the SW Re-development Plan and will assist with grant writing, traffic control, development design and underground utilities.  At this time, Mr. Henderson’s presence in Washington will not be full-time.  Any citizens wanting assistance with funding sources may also contact city hall or Main Street Director David Jenkins.

Mahoney asked if the city had received three bids for the water plant.  City Administrator Eskew advised that design has not progressed to the point of soliciting bids for construction.  Eskew reminded council that at the November meeting council approved proceeding with plan design of Option I to re-hab existing water plants; then at a later meeting council rescinded that decision and requested a second opinion on the scope of work to be done.  CHM2Hill concurred that Option I to re-hab the existing water plants is the best plan for the city.  Eskew further reminded Mahoney that the city is not required to bid out professional services.
HARDY:  Council member Hardy advised that he has enjoyed serving the city and hopes that he has made a difference.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars made a motion that the city no longer contract business with the “sign guy”.  Mayor Burns asked Cullars to proceed to his next issue.  Council member Mahoney then seconded the original motion made by Cullars.  Again, Mayor Burns advised Cullars to proceed to his next issue.

Cullars advised that at a recent Communities of Opportunity meeting the lack of jobs in Washington and racism were the two issues of most concern to those present.  Cullars stated that racism is truly a huge problem in Washington and cited an incident that happened with his vehicle during the recent election campaign.  To this date no one has been charged for the damage to his vehicle and no apology has been given.  Cullars further requested that the local newspaper address him as “Mr. Nathaniel Cullars, Sr.”.
Cullars submitted two names (Attorney MV Booker of Washington and Attorney John Clark of Elberton) that he would like considered for Municipal Judge at the January 2008 meeting.  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:

CONSTRUCTION CODE UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew requested that council approve DCA recommended construction code updates as required by the GA State Minimum Standard Codes. 

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 adoption of code updates as follows:


International Building Code, 2006 Edition


International Fuel Gas Code, 2006 Edition


International Mechanical Code, 2006 Edition


International Plumbing Code, 2006 Edition


National Electrical Code, 2005 Edition


International Fire Code, 2006 Edition


International Energy Conservation Code, 2006 Edition


International Residential Code, 2006 Edition


    All codes listed above with Georgia amendments


International Property Maintenance Code, 2003 Edition


International Existing Building Code, 2003 Edition

RESOLUTION:  “SPOT BASIS” SLUM OR BLIGHT

City Administrator requested that council approve a resolution declaring a “Spot Basis” slum or blight area for property located at 308 Whitehall Street (Anderson Service Station) in accordance with the SW Redevelopment Plan.  

On motion by Cullars, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution:

RESOLUTION DECLARING A “SPOT BASIS” SLUM OR BLIGHT NATIONAL OBJECTIVE FOR PURPOSES OF GEORGIA CSBG PROGRAM PER 24 CFR PART 570.483

WHEREAS, the City of Washington is considering the submission of a CDBG application for consideration under the Department of Community Affairs’ Redevelopment Fund Program; and

WHEREAS, the application must document that at least one of the national objectives of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended (42 USC 5301 et seq.) will be met; and
WHEREAS, one of required national objectives is the elimination or prevention of slums and blight; and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has documented that the property located at 308 Whitehall Street, Washington, Georgia 30673 (Parcel Number W11-065) is a blighting influence under local standards, detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare and that the property’s deterioration is negatively affecting the surrounding neighborhood, community facilities, and local tax base; and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington proposes to alleviate the aforementioned blight through the use of  CDBG monies to implement certain environmental testing, development of a cleanup plan, acquisition, environmental cleanup, clearance and landscaping, activities that the City of Washington has determined meet the local and federal definition of activities which aid in the prevention or elimination of slums and blight on a spot or area basis per 24 CFR Part 570.483(c); and

WHEREAS, the City of Washington feels that the rehabilitation, conservation, and redevelopment of this property is necessary to facilitate the elimination and prevention of slums and blighting influences to the surrounding area and that these actions are necessary to the public health, safety, and welfare of the City of Washington.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Washington hereby approves this Resolution.

ADOPTED and made effective this 10th day of December, 2007.

WATER PLANTS – DESIGN FOR RE-HAB

City Administrator Eskew requested that council approve having Stevenson & Palmer Engineers proceed with design plans for Option I to re-hab existing water plant facilities.
On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 1 proceeding with plan design.  Council member Mahoney voted against the motion.

City Administrator Eskew reminded council of upcoming meetings:  a called meeting on December 17, 2007, 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to formally adopt the 2008 City Budget and on January 9, 2008, at the Law Enforcement Center Mr. Charlie English of GEMA/Homeland Security will be on hand to dedicate the newly operational weather radio broadcasting system.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 6:25 PM.

                                                   _____________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _____________________________________CLERK
