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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, December 12, 2016, at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and all members of council.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on December 12, 2016.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes from the previous meetings as presented.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested approval of appointments to boards and commissions.  Appointments follow:
	Historic Preservations				Sharon Jones		ending December 2019
	Planning Commission				Thomas Owen		ending December 2020
	Planning Commission				Charles Wagner		ending December 2020
	Zoning Appeals Bd				Sim Dill Jr		ending December 2018
							Fills unexpired term of Pete Gartrell
	Parks and Recreations				Mike Scarborough	ending December 2018
	Parks and Recreation				Greg Wilkinson		ending December 2018
	Health Department 				Wendy Barksdale	ending December 2022
							Replaces Kay Finnell

On motion by R. Amour, second by Scarborough, council approved the appointments 5 to 1.  Council member Tutt voted against the motion.

Mayor Barnett re-appointed Barbara Burns to the Housing Authority Board for a term ending November 2021 and appointed Christine Shank to fill the unexpired term of Robert Williams ending July 2017.

Mayor Barnett apologized to council members and those present for his use of profanity at the November regular meeting.

Mayor Barnett advised that the proposed updated sign ordinance has been referred back to the Sign Ordinance Committee for further study.  In the meantime Building Official Toto will enforce the existing Sign Ordinance.

Mayor Barnett advised that the Christmas Parade was great and thanked everyone who had a part in the planning and participation.

Mayor Barnett advised that the work on the square has been completed and that it looks very good.

Mayor Barnett commented that the 2017 Budget looks good and has some capital items included, and that the budget also fund depreciation net of capital expenses.

NATHANIEL CULLARS, SR. – ETHICS COMPLAINT:  Nathaniel Cullars, Sr., distributed to Mayor Pro Tem Rainey and City Attorney Fleming an Ethics Complaint that he is filing against Mayor Barnett in the use of profanity at the November meeting of council.

CITY ATTORNEY COMMENTS:  City Attorney Fleming advised that he had reviewed with council during the Work Session the proposed Solar Ordinance which will be handled under the City Administrator’s comments.

TEMPORARY POURING PERMITS:  City Clerk Danner requested approval of a Temporary Pouring Permit for the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association for an event to be held February 10, 2017 at the Pope Conference Center.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Clerk Danner requested approval of a Temporary Pouring Permit for the Chamber of Commerce Banquet to be held February 4, 2017, at the Pope Conference Center.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved request 6 to 0.

ITEMS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
TUTT:  Council member Tutt accepted the apology given by Mayor Barnett but stated that he had no confidence in the sincerity of the apology.

Tutt commented that Mayor Barnett had supported budgets submitted by past administrations; that Barnett had supported the Austin Dabney project even though he had called it a bad investment; and that Barnett had supported the revitalization of the Rusher Street project.  Tutt advised that the redevelopment of the Rusher Street area had improved property values in the area and increased the tax base.  Tutt also commented that the new location of the Dabney statue on the square is beautiful.

Tutt commented, with reference to the Ethics Complaint filed by a citizen, that Mayor Barnett should know what he is doing during a public meeting and that cursing by the leader of the community is deplorable.

Mayor Barnett remarked that though he supported the budgets from the previous administration, he made recommendations for sizable cuts to those budgets.  Mayor Barnett also commended former Mayor Burns on his willingness for give and take on the budget process.

COUNCIL COMMENTS ON CITY BUSINESS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey verified with the City Attorney, that as Mayor Pro Tem, she would appoint a special Council committee to handle the filed Ethics charges against Mayor Barnett.  The Committee will consist of three council members and the City Attorney.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR ITEMS:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of the proposed 2017 Budget as reviewed during the Work Session of Council; reminding council that an additional $85,000 will be added to LMIG and TSPLOST to bring the total budgeted for LMIG/TSPLOST to $185,000.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 4 to 2 as presented.  Council members Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.

2017 LMIG:  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to award the 2017 LMIG project for the re-surfacing of portions of North and South Alexander Avenue, Lincoln Circle and Rusher Street alley to Pittman Construction in the amount of $218,712.29.

SOLAR ORDINANCE:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 1 the Solar Ordinance as presented.  A copy of the Ordinance is on file in the office of the City Clerk minute files.

CAMPER ORDINANCE:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the Camper Ordinance as presented.

CSRA RC AGREEMENT FOR 2017 CDBG:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the agreement with the CSRA RC to oversee the 2017 CDBG Phase III Sewer line project.

USE OF SQUARE – MEMORY LANE CRUISERS:  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the request by the Memory Lane Cruisers for use of the square on May 13 and September 9, 2017.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 meeting adjournment at 6:41 PM.
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