REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 14, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, December 14, 2009, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Davis.  Council member Mahoney was not present.
Visitors present included:  Mildred Hudson, Maeozie Anthony, Annie R. Wilkinson, Norris Ware, Charles Jackson, Hattie Callaway, Kim Rainey, David Jenkins, Allan Soto, Larry Bell, Jenny Reville, Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Marion Tutt, Jr., Shameco Tutt, Carrington Tutt, M. V. Booker, James Thomas and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Council member Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held November 9, 2009, the council retreat held November 13, 2009 and a Public Hearing held December 7, 2009.

AGENDA APROVED

On motion by Avery, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

CHAMBER UPDATE

Allan Soto of the Chamber of Commerce advised council that the December 3rd Legislative Breakfast had been a success along with the December 10th Annual Chamber Banquet.  

Mr. Soto advised that the Chamber has a goal of some 250 members for 2010.

Mr. Soto also requested that council consider sharing in the operating costs of the Welcome Center.  Mr. Soto was advised to present this plan to Wilkes County and then to bring his proposal back to council.

MAIN STREET UPDATE

Main Street Director David Jenkins requested that council approve a resolution authorizing becoming a HUD Approved Counseling Agency.  This resolution was approved last month, but left off surrounding counties of Elbert, McDuffie, Lincoln and Taliaferro.

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved updated resolution 5 to 0.  Resolution follows:
A RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA APPROVING THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR BECOMING A HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) APPROVED COUNSELING AGENCY.

WHEREAS, The City of Washington, on October 8, 2009, approved efforts to provide services and resources to implement and support Urban Redevelopment in the areas of the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Washington deems it necessary to provide counseling and advice to tenants and homeowners with respect to property maintenance, financial management and such other matters to assist them in improving their housing conditions and in meeting the responsibilities of homeownership; and,

WHEREAS, To the extent which the City of Washington will develop program and project goals that will align with the U.S. Department of Urban Development vision and mission, the Counseling Services will produce measurable results and outcomes that will benefit individuals; families and the community; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Washington’s established agreements with the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to provide Homebuyer Education; One-on-One Pre-purchase, Post-purchase; Loss Mitigation, and Financial Literacy comply with the requirements of being a HUD Approved Counseling Agency.

WHEREAS, The City of Washington will provide Housing Counseling and Homeownership Education to the residents of the following counties:  Wilkes, Elbert, McDuffie, Lincoln and Taliaferro.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington adopt the resolution and to submit an application to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to become a HUD Approved Counseling Agency this 14th day of December, 2009.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Mike Davis advised that the Toys for Tots campaign is going well and invited council members to the department to see the donations.

Council member Cullars asked Chief Davis about license checkpoints on Favor Avenue and Tignall Road.  Cullars was advised that these areas were where complaints were received.  Cullars also asked the status of an unsolved incident involving his vehicle.

COUNCIL REPORTS

EATON:  Council member Eaton advised that there would not be a DDA meeting in December, but that the monthly meetings will resume the third Thursday in January 2010.

Eaton also reported that the pansies in the beds around the square look great and thanked the Public Works Department for getting them planted.

Eaton also reported that a recent trip to Plant Vogtle had been very informative.

POPE:  Council member Pope thanked the leaf truck workers for getting the leaves picked up before the recent Christmas Tour of Homes.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked that the train on Whitehall Street be moved further down the tracks.

Cullars also advised of charter changes that should be considered in January 2010.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES
City Administrator Eskew asked that council schedule a Public Hearing to consider a zoning change request along Georgia Avenue from R3A to R3.  Council scheduled this hearing for January 12, 2010, 8:30 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

2010 BUDGET APPROVAL

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 5 to 0 the 2010 city budget as presented.

MAYOR’S UPDATES

Mayor Burns advised of a summit to be held sometime during January 2010 concerning Plant Vogtle and some possible 900-1500 jobs to be created.

Mayor Burns also thanks Council members Avery and Mahoney for their past service to the City of Washington and its residents.

Mayor Burns reminded those present that the January 2010 regular meeting of the City Council will be held at the Pope Conference Center.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved adjournment at 6:27 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
