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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, conducted its regular monthly work session on Monday, January 9, 2017, beginning at 5:45 PM.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors included:  Jennifer Mills, Mary Ann Gresham, Kendra Dill, Marcus Dill, Loretta Fanning, Jeanelle Ashmore, Ashley Barnett, Judy Anderson, Clara Sutton, Tonya Binns, Charles Wagner, Hilda Wright, Ricky Fanning, Malinda Mills, Annie R. Wilkinson, Brenda Mitchell, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Michael O. Horgan, Tara Thomas, M.V. Booker, Debbie Anderson, Gladys Reese, Daryl McManus, Emmie McManus, Joyce Williams, Carrington Tutt, Shameco Tutt, Richard Crabbe and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett advised that during the regular meeting, he would seek approval of the appointment of John Sisson to the Tree Board to replace Mike Hardy.  Barnett also advised that he had appointed Tom Denard to the Housing Authority Board to replace Barbara Burns.  Barnett also advised that the CDBG agenda will be removed from the regular meeting and that council members must submit items to be included in the meeting agenda.

City Administrator Bailey advised that she would seek approval for use of the square on April 1, 2017, for the annual Tour of Homes.

City Attorney Fleming advised that he had reviewed a request and contract to replace Chip Hardin with Attorney Lucy Bell as the Public Defender at Municipal Court at $200 per month.  This is a position required by state law.  Fleming stated that Ms. Bell is well qualified.

City Clerk Danner advised that during the regular meeting the council would need to set the 2017 municipal qualifying fees, appoint the Probate Judge as Election Superintendent and the Registrar’s office to handle all absentee and early voting matters.

Council member Mahoney discussed a possible re-zoning matter on Jackson Street.

Council member Mahoney also voiced concern with the Housing Authority.  He is concerned that they are operating with 1950 by-laws and that they don’t have any programs and that further they only meet four times per year.

Council member Rainey asked for some clarification as she thought that Barbara Burns had been re-appointed to the Housing Authority Board at last month’s meeting, but that this month the Mayor announced that Tom Denard had been appointed to replace Mrs. Burns.  Rainey was advised that the appointment was changed to Tom Denard and that if council members and citizens have concerns they need to attend the Board meetings.

Work Session adjourned at 5:55 PM.
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