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JANUARY 13, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, January 13, 2014, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were:  Carol Cartledge, Betty Slaton, Barbara Bacon, Lyndon Amis, Judy Anderson, Charles Wagner, Ashley Barnett, Hilda Wright, Joseph Willis, Blake Thompson, Kenneth Echols, :Linda Echols, Norris Ware, Albert Moore, Robert S. Armour, Betty Hamilton, Hattie Callaway, Darius Jenkins, Linda Doughty, Ann Tanner, Patsy Winn, Cathy Armour, Tommie Heard, Jack Heard, Doeesa Gresham, Mary Harris, Annie Wilkinson, W.C. Bentley, Jenny Clarke, Elaine Robb, Anthony Spear, Sarah Davis, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Clara Sutton, Archecia Cullars, Janette Thomas, James Thomas, Christian Lentz, Debbie Anderson, Ronnie Futch, John Scott, Sniggy Eskew, Robert Aiken, Bessie Porter, Raymond Porter, Peggy Sims, Charles Jackson, Loretta Fanning, Andrew Butler, Andrew Jackson, Terry Diggs, Michele Hamlin, Tara Thomas, Sim Dill, Rosemary Hopkins, Billy Hopkins, Bruce Bailey, Rachel Moreland, M.V. Booker, Shameco Tutt, Carrington Tutt, Fulani Doughty, Francine Doughty, William Derricott, Kurt Wolfe, Yoshe Jenkins, Daria Jenkins and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Hannah Mullins, Economic Development Director, advised council that work continues on forming a new logo (re-branding).  Mullins also reported on a recent meeting with Georgia Chamber Director Chris Clark and further advised of a meeting later this month with officials from the poultry industry.

ALCOHOL ORDINANCE UPDATE:  Wes Turner, an attorney with Fleming and Nelson, answered questions concerning the proposed alcohol ordinance update.  There remain some questions about fee schedules which shall be addressed.

MAIN STREET UPDATE:  Joe Willis, Main Street Director, gave council an update on changes on the state level of the Main Street program.  At this time, Washington is in good standing with all reports up to date.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/HOUSING:  Barbara Bacon advised council that the Gordon Street School Advisory Committee had submitted a resolution to be considered which will replace the resolution approved at the December 2013 meeting of council.  The Advisory Committee felt that the resolution passed in December 2013 was rushed through and not thorough.  Council received copies of the proposed resolution in their meeting packets.  Bacon also reminded council of the URA meeting held on the first Monday of each month at City Hall beginning at 9 AM.

Bacon also advised that the City had been chosen by UGA and GMA as a Renaissance City.  This program may assist with downtown/bypass/Gordon Street school design concepts.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked about water system chlorine taste and color complaints by citizens.  He was advised that in winter months chlorine does not dissipate as quickly as in summer months and that hydrants have been opened to get these problems under control.

Cullars also asked if each employee receives a copy of the personnel handbook when hired and was assured by the City Clerk that each employee has been given at least one handbook.

MAYOR BARNETT:  Mayor Barnett advised council that council committee assignments had changed for 2014 and that a new listing of assignments were each members meeting packet.

Mayor Barnett also advised of a called meeting on Tuesday, January 14, 2014, for council to meet with and ask questions of the proposed interim administrator.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  City Administrator Eskew advised that there is a strong odor of chlorine and colors problems with the water system.  Both recently re-habbed water plants are in operation which as caused some build up in water lines to give way and that chlorine does not dissipate in winter months as quickly as in hotter months.  Flushing of water lines has begun and problems should be resolved within a couple of days.  Water is safe to drink.
ADJOURNMENT:   Work session adjourned at 5:25 PM.
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