

















































[bookmark: _GoBack]WORK SESSION
FEBRUARY 11, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, February 11, 2013, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were:  David Jenkins, Barbara Bacon, Joseph Willis, Ashley Barnett, Norris Ware, Reba Brown, Sarah Davis, Annie R. Wilkinson, Hattie Callaway, Sonya Stone, James Stone, Annie Edward, Doug Abramson, Gold Walton, Sue Davidson, Rachel Jackson, Kim Evans, Charles Wagner, Betsy Wagner, John Horton, Laura Houpt, Charles Jackson, Clara Sutton, Cody Denard, Katelyn Denard, Sim Dill, Jr., Mary Ann Harris, D. Gresham, Gail Boyd, Martha Read, Shameco Tutt, Robert Williams, Police Chief Glenn, Officers McCalla and Crookham, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

 DAVID JENKINS:  Mr. Jenkins reported on several items:  1) Barbara Bacon was a guest speaker at the recent GMA Mayor’s Day training and did a very good job; 2) the contact number for Pope Center reservations is 706-678-POPE (7673); 3) the NASA resolution requires no money match from the City; 4) there is a 30 x 30 storage building at the Gordon Street school property that is needed for Pope Center storage; 5) community dates for Gordon Street school property discussions are February 16th, 19th and 20th; 6) will present a resolution for and AFG USA EIP grant; 7) current downtown vacancy rate is ½ of the national average; 8) GICH housing conference is February 26-28; 9) the DDA community meeting is February 21st 4 to 6 PM; 10) possible dates for meeting the RDC representative Christian Lentz are February 25 or 26 and March 4; and, 11) use of square date of September 14 for the Fall Cruise In.

ARMOUR:  Council member Armour asked that council consider having decorum taken out of the existing Ethics Ordinance.  Attorney Wes Turner of Fleming & Nelson presented possible ways of accomplishing this goal.  After discussion, Fleming & Nelson will email information to each council member for review and possible action in March.

CULLARS:  Cullars discussed recent GMA Mayor’s Day training; proposed changes to the current Ethics Ordinance and reduced spending limits without prior council approval.

RAINEY:  Rainey asked the status of beginning planning for $0 based budgeting for 2014; the budget amount approved for finishing the Black Patriot Monument; the status of correcting errors of the PinPoint GeoTech devices; a need for leadership development of council; the status of the voter notification involved in the recent municipal re-districting; and, the motion that will be brought to council during the regular meeting on spending limits.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  City Administrator Eskew reported a request to change Baltimore Way to Baltimore Court; the one resident of Baltimore Way is in agreement with change and already receives mail addressed as Baltimore Court.

During the regular meeting, council will be asked to approve write-offs of taxes as proposed by Appalachian Mountain Services; travel/training policy noting that all members of council may attend MEAG annual meeting; request to donate items bought by Parks & Recreation at the recent Gordon Street school auction; and, request for approval of ECG voting delegates.

Work Session adjourned at 5:55 PM.
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