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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, February 13, 2017, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were:  Marty Boyd with Carter & Sloope, Debbie Anderson, Betty Hamilton, Mary Ann Harris, Loretta Fanning, Hattie Callaway, Nathaniel Cullars, Sr., Brenda Mitchell, Kendra Dill, Marcus Dill, Blake Thompson, Shameco Tutt, Annie R. Wilkinson, Beth Phillips, Tom Phillips, Jeanelle Ashmore, Hilda Wright, Tonya Binns, Elizabeth Crabbe, Richard Crabbe, Albert Moore, Evans Moore and Sparky Newsome of the Newsome Reporter.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that he would seek approval for the appointment of Kelli Eisler to the DDA Board to fill the unexpired term of Joey Fievet and the appointment of Kay Finnell to fill the unexpired term of Wendy Barksdale on the Health Board.

MARTY BOYD – 2015 CDBG AWARD:  Marty Boyd with Carter & Sloope Engineers advised council that only one bid was received for the 2015  CDBG Phase I Sewer Project from Dodd Construction in the amount of $497,778.00 which was below project estimate.  There were a total of six companies who requested plans, but only Dodd submitted a bid.  Carter & Sloope contacted the other plan holders and were advised that they were all too busy to take on another job.  DCA has approved the sole source bid for the 2015 CDBG sewer line project in the area of Old Skull Shoals Road and School Street.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR ITEMS:  City Administrator Bailey reviewed with council the Comprehensive Plan (2014-2024) with emphasis on the Community Work Program.  Covered topics under the Community Work Program were Economic Development, Housing, Natural and Cultural Resources and Land Use.

Bailey advised of a request from use of the square on March 25, 2017, from 10 to 11 AM by Wills Memorial Hospital for a parade of beds and cancer detection walk.

Bailey presented a Resolution to authorize the CSRA RC to submit a 2017 CDBG grant application for Phase III of the sewer project.

City Administrator Bailey also reminded those present of the 21st Century Easter Eggstravaganza on April 15, 2017, from 10 AM until 1 PM.  The City intends to participate as in years past and the Fire Department will handle the egg drop.

City Administrator Bailey advised that included in the council packet was a rendering of the proposed “In God We Trust” plaque for the council table at a cost of $243.

Bailey advised that she would seek approval of the updated Mobile Home Ordinance during the regular meeting.  This ordinance complies with state law.

Bailey discussed with council, a voluntary rounding up of utility bills to the next whole dollar to help with the WW Humane Shelter expenses.  The Humane Shelter is a 501C3 organization which operates solely on donations.  The City contributes to the Animal Shelter budget.  After discussion, the City Administrator will pose a question on ListServ as to how other cities handle this matter.

Bailey advised that she would seek council approval to enter into a contract with a realtor to actively show and seek potential bidders for the Pope Center property and building.  If there are any interested parties, then they would still have to go through a bidding process for final purchase of city owned property.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked the status on the proposed remodel of the Fire Department living quarters.  City Attorney Fleming updated council on the problem associated with a “design/build” contract with bonding for sub-contractors.

Work Session adjourned at 6 PM.
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