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WORK SESSION
MARCH 9, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, March 9, 2015, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt left the meeting due to a family emergency.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and Attorney Nelson.

Visitors present included:  Carlos Green, Charles Wagner, Judy Anderson, Norris Ware, Barbara Bacon, Blake Thompson, Monique Brown, Barbara Ricciuti, Annie R. Wilkinson, Margie Burke, Frances Truitt, Lorie Reed, Kathy Boardman, Patsy Winn, Ann Tanner, Jane George, Thomas Hall, Terry Diggs, Michele Hamlin, Hattie Callaway, Sim Dill, Jr., Rachel Moreland, Hilda Wright, Francine Doughty, M.V. Booker and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  City Administrator Bailey advised that in the regular meeting she would request council approval for a resolution to authorize the application of a 2015 CDBG for work in the Southwest Washington Urban Redevelopment plan area.  This CDBG will require some matching funds.

Bailey will also seek approval of a resolution to modify the Urban Redevelopment plan area to include Gordon, Merriweather, Tate, Old Skull Shoals, School, Maple, Harper, Graham and some parts of Whitehall Street.

Bailey will seek approval of a resolution to support GMA’s Georgia Cities week April 19-25 and discussed some ideas on events for that week.

Bailey will seek approval for modification to the retirement plan that allows the city clerk to act as Pension Committee Secretary.  This change was made in February 2014, but GMA is following this action up with the necessary paperwork.

Bailey addressed changes made to the Pope Center rental policy made following a Pope Center Committee meeting.  Council members discussed several items in the rental agreement:  caterers being from Wilkes County only; selling of tickets for events; closing times; closing times for children’s events; and, decorations.

Bailey discussed “Write-off” utility accounts that have been deemed as uncollectible by Penn Credit.  These accounts are either deceased or tied up in bankruptcy.

MAIN STREET – RETAIL GAP ANALYSIS:  Main Street Director Joe Willis and Ben McKay of Georgia Southern attempted a video conference but due to technical difficulties this presentation will be presented at the April meeting.

MAYOR BARNETT:  Mayor Barnett advised that he will seek approval of appointments for:  Atreta McWilliams to the Mary Willis Library Board; Robert Williams to the Housing Authority; and, Richard Crabbe to the Zoning Appeals – Sign Board.

COUNCIL MEMBER RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked about the purchase of needed Pope Center equipment as discussed in the Pope Center Committee meeting.  These items have not been not been purchased to date as the Conference Center Coordinator has not submitted a listing of equipment and prices to the Administrator.

Rainey requested that the city begin re-negotiation of the Intergovernmental Contract with Wilkes County to provide Law Enforcement services.  Rainey requested that under the City’s Obligations paragraph (  C  ) be deleted and that under the County’s Obligations a paragraph be added to require a monthly report which will include statistical information for the month.

Rainey also advised that there will be a community Easter Egg Hunt on April 4, 2015, at Ashley Park sponsored by 21st Century.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work Session adjourned at 5:25 PM.

                                                                                 __________________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                __________________________________________CLERK
