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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, March 13, 2017, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt joined the meeting at 5:53 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Adam Nelson of Fleming & Nelson.

Visitors included:  Charles Wagner, Norris Ware, Charles Jackson, Kathy Agan, Steve Clifton, Brandon Dorminy, Judy Anderson, Loretta Fanning, Kendra Dill, Newton Gunter, Brenda Mitchell, Debbie Wells, Nancy Farris, Gail Boyd, Annie R. Wilkinson, Belinda Peebles, Clara Sutton, Mary Ann Harris, Sandy LeGette, Sim Dill, M.V. Booker, Marcus Dill, Elizabeth Crabbe, Richard Crabbe and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter.

Mr. Steve Clifton and Brandon Dorminy of Clifton Construction spoke to council about their contract for design/build of the proposed Fire Station upgrade.  They will act as professional construction manager for the façade, garage and living quarter upgrades.  The contract with Clifton Construction is for a total of $223,000 with a six month construction schedule.

Attorney Nelson advised that they had reviewed the proposed contract and would have it available for council before the April meeting.

The total cost of renovation has not been determined at this point, but there are funds in the 2017 budget for Construction Management and debt service.

Mayor Barnett advised that he would seek approval of the appointment of James Meech to the Planning Commission to fill the unexpired term of James Thomas.

City Administrator Bailey reminded those present to support the Wills Memorial Hospital event on the square on March 25 for cancer screening equipment.

Bailey also reported requests for use of the square and road closures on April 29, 2017 for the Optimist Club 5k and on July 3, 2017 for the annual fireworks event.

Bailey advised that she would seek approval of a contract with Carter and Sloope for 2017 CDBG engineering services.

Bailey requested council guidance on an item that was discussed at last month’s work session regarding the rounding up of utility payments to support the Humane Shelter.  Bailey had contacted several communities through GMA’s ListServ service and most do not round up payments to support their local humane shelters, but several do issue yearly dog licenses.  After discussion, council agreed to not proceed with this plan.

City Attorney Nelson reviewed with council a meeting policy that was adopted by the Mayor and City Council effective April 2003 regarding how citizens address council.  This policy has not been terminated and remains in effect.

Council member Rainey requested that the Mayor provide some bio information on appointees to boards, commissions and authorities, as some council members don’t know those that are being appointed.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work Session adjourned at 5:57 PM.


