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APRIL 9, 2012

 The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a Work Session beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center on April 9, 2012, prior to the regular meeting of council.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.
Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and City Police Chief Glenn.
Visitors present included:  Edward Franklin, Charles Leverette, David Jenkins, Deanne Crook, Melody Sifre, Judy Anderson, Billy Hopkins, Mildred Hudson, Ray Hardy, Clifford Jones, Rosemary Hopkins, Patricia Young, Cindy R. Bounds, Norris Ware, Linda Echols, Kenneth Echols, Carrington Tutt, Shameco Tutt, Markia Booker, Ann Tanner, Patsy Winn, Archecia Cullars, Charles Jackson, Tom Wells, Rachel Jackson, Heather Baston, Scott Lewis, Horace Jordan, Clara Sutton, Annie Wilkinson, Ed Anderson, Kathryn Anderson, Rachel Moreland, Peggy Anderson, Pam Gunter, Newton Gunter, Barbara Burns, Joseph Willis, Kenny Sifre, Batch Mattison, Cary Callaway, John Horton, Sim Dill, Ed Pope, Jr., Phyllis Scarborough, Bettye Armour, Jane Newsome, Jo Randall and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS
Mayor Barnett advised that Baird & Company had been selected for the city’s annual audit.  Their bid was $30,000 per year for five years, saving some $55,000 over the life of the contract.  Contract renews on an annual basis.
Mayor Barnett advised that health insurance and workers compensation coverage will also be bid this year before renewals of each of the plans in an effort to save money.
Mayor Barnett also advised that the City will pay its $2000 membership dues to the Chamber of Commerce.  Council discussed that the Chamber does not represent minorities and asked what benefit the city gets from being a chamber member.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS
City Administrator Eskew advised that two companies responded to the request for proposals for the operation of the city’s water and wastewater plants.  The proposals will be opened on Tuesday, April 10, 2012, and will be distributed to the water and sewer committee for review and recommendation.
MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS
Main Street Director David Jenkins updated council on Main Street and Economic Development issues:  CHIP construction to begin this week; DDA to meet the ECG representative Michelle Cooper;  DCA design assistance on three buildings; demolish Anderson Service Station; Norman Street CDBG; Council members Armour and Scarborough appointed to the URA Board; driveway construction in the Rusher Street development project area; and, Austin Dabney  memorial meeting on Wednesday, April 11, 2012 in the council chambers of City Hall.
CITY CLERK UPDATE ELECTION INFORMATION
City Clerk Danner reported that general city elections cost in the $10,000 range with the city only acting as qualifying agent.  This amount covers all advertising, programming, training and extra staff (registrar’s office and poll workers).  Should the city choose to handle future elections, this cost will go up because of the requirement for personnel to handle absentee ballots and early voting and the required computers and programs.  The Secretary of State’s election office further advised that in the event that the city and registrar’s office disagree on verification of signatures, the registrar’s office is always the final authority. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey advised that she felt that work sessions should be televised so that citizens would understand all issues presented at the regular meetings of council.
Rainey reported that grass along Whitehall and Rusher streets should be cut on a consistent basis as this is a gateway into our city.
Rainey reported that the CSRA EOA contract had not been signed.  This contract will be forwarded to CSRA EOA this week.  Rainey requested that council be notified when all RFP’s are sent out.  Rainey further requested that businesses on the delinquent list be treated in the same manner as individuals. This matter will be discussed in the Electric Committee.  Rainey also inquired about appointments to the DDA and Housing Authority Boards.
TUTT:  Council member Tutt requested that the city consider elimination of penalty calculation on senior citizens and reduce penalty amount to 5% for all other customers.
ADJOURNMENT:    Work session adjourned at 5:58 PM.
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